








personal computers and newer so called information
appliances, the role of Inspire as the foundation of
Indiana’s Virtual Library is set. New and enhanced
databases continue to be added, as they become
available from the vendors. New services being investi-
gated for Indiana’s Virtual Library include new user
interfaces, user initiated interlibrary loan, a user
searchable union catalog of all materials in the state,
and newly created or organized unique content of
interest to Hoosiers.

New user interfaces are being developed and
evaluated with both ease of use and powerful options
in mind. The Inspire of today will certainly become a
more robust tool of tomorrow. At the most recent
Indiana Library Federation Annual Conference, Steven
Coffman from the County of Los Angeles Public Library
challenged those present at the Indiana Public Libraries
Association/Indiana Library Trustees Association Lun-
cheon to use Inspire to build an online union catalog
linking every library within the state. Such a linked
catalog would facilitate easier interlibrary loan.
INCOLSA has recently issued a BAA to support just such
an endeavor.

Sir Arthur C. Clarke presents much of the concept
behind Inspire in his Third Law: “Any sufficiently
advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic.”
Access to high quality, authoritative information, any
time, anywhere, by anyone in Indiana would certainly
seem to be technological magic at its finest.

Inspire today represents an historic effort to
provide everyone in Indiana with access to high quality
useful information. It is not magic, but the result of
concerted efforts on the part of visionary leaders like
Millard Johnson of INCOLSA and Ray Ewick of the
Indiana State Library as well as the hard work of all the
librarians, media specialists and staff members involved
since its inception. Inspire relies on funding provided
by the Indiana State Legislature for its continued
existence. This funding is dependent on continued
usage of Inspire by Hoosiers. In Inspire’s first year 10
million pages were served. That figure doubled in 1999
and current usage figures show the system on pace for
2000 to serve 30 to 40 million pages. At the rate of
more than 80,000 pages of full text information per day
Inspire users are offering their hopes for a bright
future. With ever more and easier to use Internet access
devices on the horizon, Inspire and Indiana’s Virtual
Library are ready to demonstrate their own technologi-
cal magic.
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