
FORT WAYNE AREA ARTISTS 
http:/ /artists.acpl.info/ 

by Nancy Sajf 

fter year of dreaming and a year and a 
half of planning, Fort WaJ ne At·ea Artists 
went live to the public on January ::>1, 
2005 . 

gallerie and arti. t v.eb. it s. ou can search by name, 
browse by media or ' iew all rhe artist. in the database. 
We currently offer portfolios of sample v. arks to vi 
an a.rti t' tatem nt and onract information ,. rh n 

The web site showca es 130 area artists 
with over 500 images and is continuing to grow. The 
Allen County Public Library (ACPL) created the web ire 
after recognizing a need for better access to this local 
information. Fort Wayne A1·ea A1·tists is a community 
hub for area artists and art lovers, offering link to ar a 

pro ided by t11e arti t. In th futur , w hope to xpand 
to provide biographical information as v. II. 

We've rec ntl made the addition of a blog (hr.u2;LL 
fortartists.blogspor.com . The blog offer. ani t th 
chance to share informatio n about curr nt and upcom­
ing exhibits, po t recent news and v.ork, rec ive 
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(260) 447• 550 

CJ"'eotivc. Arb Cc:.nt:er 
Blufl\<>n, Ill 

Indiana Libraries, Vol. 26, Yumber 2 

Featured Artists 
Welcome 1 Fort w yne Are Artists showcas11s th' t I of ov r LOO lr115ts fr rn 
northeast 111d1ana ncl no1thwost Ohto. Explor our visual a s commun w11:h th1~ 
searchable da base of artis s and th 1r work, iii well s link to ar a gall n s and 
artists' web sites. 

And now you can <;JEt real -time information about the VIsual arts m Fort \•Jayne v1a 
our blc·q. Artists, share with us an upoom1n11 show or a work 1n progress. llrt lovers, 
team Yfhat 1s happan1ng and JOin the artists 1n d1scussinQ top cs o 1nteres to you! 

For more aoout Fort Wayne Area Artists or to join us, d • Uf:. 

C:opvttoht ~200jl Allen c 't'1 P b c Ubr~tV 
Foe ~II tee ntc41 quc~ti.O.ns ~nd .:upport, plc:.;)~C cont~tt ;t W 1~ ,.. 

OTS'CI.AlHERr Th~ .AC:P iJ nol r • PonJibl.r, fo r t t! c;ont~A\ o ~ rti ;t or 9 llerv ""~b 5ileJ. 
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feedback and discuss the visual arts in the Fort Wayne 
area with the general public. 

What took a year and a half? Much of the planning 
stage was pent in contacting and reaching out to the 
visual art community, getting them involved and 
collecting their information and artwork. Along with 
our web developer, we spent a great deal of time 
working out what the site should include and how the 
database search should function. We used MySQL for 
the database and a ColdFusion server. A content 
management site was de igned separately so updates 
could be made by staff. We continue to receive updated 
artwork for the site and new artist submissions. 

In our efforts to connect with the arts community, 
we are also becoming better informed and better able 
to share thi information with others. For example, in 
the process of promoting Fort Wayne At·ea Artists, our 
attention was turned to IndianaArts.org 
(www.indianaarts.org). Their web ite offers informa­
tion about contributing visual artists, performing artists , 

10 

and art organizations throughout the state. Many of 
the artists in our area learned of this opportunity 
through ACPL. IndianaArts.org and Fo1·t Wayne Area 
Artists share some common goals, but also complement 
each other very well. However, in both instances, the 
web sites are only as good as the level of participation 
by the arts community. We are excited that Fort Wayne 
Area Artists has been so well-received and well-used by 
the whole community. 

Port Wayne Area Artists is keeping ACPL connected 
to the art and artists of the area so we can connect 
and inform others. 

Contact: 
nsaff@acpl.info 

Links mentioned in article: 
www.acpl.info 
http ://artists.acpl.info 
http ://fortartists. blogspot. com/ 
www.indianaarts.org 
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