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WEBSITE FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING 

by Susan M. Frey 

~ boice d cribe MERLOT (Multim dia 

a Educational Re ource for Lear~ng and 
Online T aching) a an exten 1 

coli ction of [pe r-reviewed] online 
learning material ( owicki 2008 

p.963). Thi i tru . MERLOT of£ r an impre iv~ 
int rnational collection of r adil a ailable matenal for 
teaching and 1 arning many of which are u ful to 
librarian . The databa i earchabl b keyword, tide, 
author. material type and a ho t of other characteris-
tic . The basic earch box i conveni nd available at 
the top right corn r of th MERLOT cr en . Th re is 
also a link to an ad anc d arch page. But MERLOT is 

0 much more than a cl aringhouse of learning materi
al . avigating the MERLOT website will reveal that it 
provid us r with rich pr fessional developm nt, 

rvice and re arch opportunitie . B coming a 
m mber of MERLOT i a y. To join all that is required 
is free r gi tration on th MERLOT website. If you 
haven t alr ady inve tigat d thi xciting online 
environm nt pur ing th MERLOT homepage (figure 
1) will h lp get you tart d. This paper will al o h lp 
you quickly 1 arn orne of th many advantages and 
opportuniti that MERL T has to of£ r. Most of the 
information in thi paper i from the MERLOT website 
at www.m rlot.org. 
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Figure 1. MERLOT's homepage 
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HISTORY 

In 1999, th four y t m r 
benefit of a coop rativ initlati 
MERLOT col! ction condu p r r i 
digital! arning mat rial and add ud nt 1 arning 
assignments. Each sy t m c ntribut d fund t d 1 p 
the MERLOT software to ad an th llab rati 
project. The C maintain d it 1 ad r hip f and 
respon ibilitie for th op rati n and impr m nt f 
proces es and to 1 . In January 2 th D ur t m · 
sponsored 48 faculty from the di ciplin s f biology 
physics, business and teacher education (12 faculty 
from each of the four systems) to d velop valuation 
standards and peer review proce for on-line 
teaching-learning material. In April 200 oth r y t m 
and institutions of higher education wer in it d to 
join the MERLOT cooperative. In Jul 200 tw nty
three systems and institution of high r ducati n had 
become Institutional Partner of MERL T. MERLOT 
continues to invite Institutional Partn r and pro£ -
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sional discipline organization to join the cooperative 
endeavor and is advancing the current collaborative 
framework exploring a variety of business models and 
developing its sustainability plan so it can serve the 
current and future academic technology needs of 
faculty, students staff, and institutions. (How did 
MBRLOT, 2007) 

STRUCTURE 

MERLOT' sixteen Editorial Boards are grouped by 
discipline. Each board is responsible for expanding 
and managing the collection of online learning materi
als and managing the peer review process for materials 
in its discipline. The sixteen boards are: Biology, 
Business, Chemistry, Engineering Faculty Develop
ment, Health Sciences, History, Information Technol
ogy, Library & Information Services, Mathematics 
Music, Physic , P ychology, Statistics Teacher Educa
tion, and World Languages. Editorial Board member 
are faculty with expertise in th scholarship of their 
field, xp rience in using technology in teaching and 
learning, and exp rience in conducting peer reviews 
of online learning materials . In addition since 
MERLOT is cons.id red to be an onlin community 
board memb rs continually find ways in which to reach 
out to the community of educators in its discipline. 
Complimenting each Editorial Board is a discipline 
community. The e subsets of th MERLOT collection 
are admini t r d by the Editorial Boards. Users can find 
peer-review d materials in each of these sixteen 
acad mic communities. 

MERL T' Editors Council i compri ed of all of 
the editor of each Editorial Board and provides the 
1 ad r hip forth Editorial Board . Th Project Direc
tor ' C uncil i compri d of all of th Project Direc
tors ( y m Partners) and Campu Liaisons (Individual 
Campus Partn r ) . Project Directors have critical 
respon ibilltie in managing their institution's partici
pation in MERLOT and MERLOT's conn ction to their 
in tituti n' acad mic technology initiative . Responsi
biliti f Project Dir ctor includ participation in 
MERL T' gov rnance activiti s, lection of Editor 
and Editorial B ard memb r up rvi ion of Editorial 
Board m mb r · and manag m nt of their institution ' 
partn rship with MERLOT. The Advisory Board is 
compris d of r presentatives of som MERLOT Partner 
organization . The Advisory Board is responsible for 
th d v L pm nt and implem ntati n of the MERLOT 
bu in s plan and ha cr ated th rul sand procedure 
gov rnin it op ration and d lib ration . The 
Advi ory B ard t th direction £ r MERLOT in the 
future and d t rmin what major pr j cts will be 
imp! ment d. MERLOT is also supported by a staff of 
full-tim pr fe ·i nals and cholar . 
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THE COLLECTION 

MERLOT online collection of guide tutorials, 
courses workshops imulations animation case 
studies presentations te ts learning object and 
reference materials do not reside on a MERLOT server. 
Instead link(s) to the original location of the learning 
material i provided. There i a Material D tail screen 
(figure 2) for ach learning material in the collection. 
Thi creen contain a link( ) to that mat rial a descrip
tion of the material copyright information authors' 
and submitter nam and the peer review ranking of 
the material. Anyone can submit material to MERLOT. 
Sometimes peopl submit th ir own material, but 
ubmissions can come from a third party who finds the 

material so us ful that they wish it to become a part of 
the MERLOT uni er . Once submitted the appropriate 
Editorial Board then re iews the material and contacts 
the author with th r view. Material not yet reviewed 
by the appropriate Editorial Board is still available for 
users to view. In uch cases not reviewed is indicated 
on the Material D tail screen. 

If this was all that w re available on th Material 
Detail screens th n MERLOT could be called a digital 
library or onlin r pository. But MERLOT has so much 
mor to offer. On each Materials Detail ere n there are 
user comment . Comment are observation of mem
bers who have eith r u d the learning material or just 
viewed it. MERLOT is an open environm nt. Any 
member of MERLOT can make a comment. The con
tributor of the comm nt is asked to rate the material 
from one to fiv star and is al o asked to indicate if it 
has been used in the classroom. A comment requires 
remarks as well as th star rating. Materials that have 
member comment po ted can be found through an 
advanced search in MERLOT. 

Also on the Material D tail screen are assignments. 
Assignments are projects papers, or activities that can 
be part of the cours work for a class. Assignments are 
link d to a lear·ning module in MERLOT and may 
involve only that 1 arning object or may involve other 
activities as well. In writing the assignment the con
tributor describ the type of activity (i.e. in-class, 
hom work a signment individual assignment, group, 

tc.) as well a th tim involved. The contributor also 
can identify objectiv s for the assignment as well as any 
a sessment activities. Materials that have member 
assignment posted can be found through an advanced 
search in MERLOT. 

Besides the Editorial Board (peer) review, user 
comment and as ignm nts the Material Detail screen 
will also list any p cial recognition that has been 
be towed on th learning material. Two uch distinc
tions are the MERLOT Classics and the Editor·'s Choice 
awards . So the Mat rial Detail screen is more than just 
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Figure 2. Material Detail screen for PhET 

a landing page for the mat rial URL. It affords user 
many opportunities to not only read other as es -
ment of the material but to also comm nt on the 
material them elve . Thi opportunity for communica
tion on each mat rial rai e MERLOT from the 1 el of 
an online repository to a truly collaborative environ
ment of professional of£ ring advice and analysi on 
the collection. 

PEER REVIEW PROCESS 

The peer revi w proces for evaluating the teach
ing and learning material in MERLOT follows the 
model of th peer review of cholarshlp. Th MERLOT 
Administrative Team provides the Editorial Board with 
a framework of evaluation criteria which is based on 
quality of content potential effectiveness a at aching 
tool, and ease of us . R vi w teams typically u e the 
following two-stage triage review proces : tage 1) 
Cursory Review to Id ntify Worthy Candidates and 
Stage 2) Intensive R view of Worthy Candidate . Two 
peer reviewers each u e th ir Editorial Board review 
procedures form and evaluation standard as they 
independently review the material. Reviewer writ 
peer review reports using the evaluation criteria for 
MERLOT learning material as a guid line and publish 
these individual reviews in their Editorial Board 
Workspace. If there i any ignificant disparity in the 
two reviews an editor or associat editor assign the 
material to a third re i wer. The ditor or associate 
editor reviews both individual r views and creat an 
integrated or Composite Pe r Review Report on 
Workspace. The 'author of a Composite Peer Review 
Report is listed as MERLOT [discipline] Review 
Panel. The Editorial Board sends th Composite Peer 
Review Report to the author(s) for feedback and 
permission to post the review on MERLOT. The 
Editorial Board po ts th Composite Peer Review 
Report on the MERLOT w bsit . Au thor may ask the 
editor to send two letters to two individuals of their 
choice, summarizing the peer review process and 
including the Composite Peer R view Report (About 
the Peer, 2007). 
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Each year a 
(figur 3) ar pr 
learning r ourc 
developer of th r urc forth ir contributions to 
th academic community by coru rring th MERLOT 
Cla ic A ard. Each Editorial Board el cts an out-

Figure 3. The 2007 Classics and Editors ' Choice 
awards 

PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA 

n 

availabl in 
Real M dia Window M dia Play r MPE and 
QuickTime format . Podcasts are also available. To link 
to the videos and podcast visit http://taste.merlot.org/ 
merlotvideos .h tml. 

MERLOT COMMUNITIES 

MERLOT has created a variety of Community Portals 
categoriz d by discipline and program area to provide 
users with online center for a broad spectrum of 
resources related to onlin teaching and learning. 
Community Portal provid MERLOT members with 
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Figure 4. The LIS Portal 

differ ntiated information about exemplary teaching 
strategies professional associations journals confer
enc s, and other resources for continuous professional 
development. MERLOT cat gorize the portals as: 
Discipline Communities, which are the portals to the 
ixteen academic disciplines; Workforce Development 

Communities, portals exploring resources supporting 
professional and applied programs· and Partner 
Communities, offering resources supporting MERLOT's 
Partner Communities and groups (Communities 2007) . 
Curr ntly, the Library and Information Services (LIS) 
Editorial Board is building the LIS Portal (figure4) 
located und r Disciplin Communities at http:// 
libraryandinformation ervic .merlot.org/. 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

The annual MERLOT International Conferenc is a 
venu · for learning about shar d content pe r reviews, 
1 ·arning object tandard , and online communiti 
by: howcasing how authors and faculty use MERLOT 
1 arning mat ·rials in their cla sro m · enabling disci
pline communities to share information on teaching 
and learning with web-ba d material· identifying 
u. ing and evaluating digital learning material in 
practical hand -on orkshop ·· promoting discussions 
among . hared content provid ·rs · sharing information 
on arious ·chnology tools for neaching and 1 arning· 
pro iding a forum for presennations by organizational 
aff1 li at ·sand in titutional partners of MERLOT dissemi
nating information about MERLOT. For information on 
th · conferenc ·, i it http://ta te .m rlot.org/mic.html. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

facult developm ntis a critical trategic initiative 
£ r MER LOT ar d its partners . As a benefit of member
ship th · M ERLOT dmini trati e T am works with 
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faculty and faculty development per onnel of it 
partners to pro ide training and profes ional develop
ment in the use of MERLOT and how to integrate 
technology into teaching and learning. Available to all 
users of MERLOT is th collection of online resources 
found in the Faculty Development Community. This 
community represents a cro -di ciplinary group whose 
primary goal i to upport faculty in higher education 
by increasing their knowledge producti ity and 
professional ef£ ctiveness in teaching with technology. 
The community includes instructors instructional 
designers faculty development officers and technol
ogy support providers. This collection contains re
sources of best practices instructional support ideas, 
and resources and materials that advance the pedagogi
cal understanding of teaching with technology, 
whether in the classroom online or in blended 
models. 

Faculty development services and trainings for 
MERLOT Partners include: annual faculty development 
(train-the-trainer) workshops · consultation services; 
participation in regional or individual campus work
shops· and MERLOT international conference sessions 
devot d to faculty development. Future programs for 
faculty developers will include more learning opportu
nities on the use of MERLOT. ew workshops courses, 
and online resources will be developed to meet the 
changing needs of faculty. The development of an 
online workspac for MERLOT Partner faculty develop
ment personnel will allow them to shar their teaching 
strategies and curriculum and afford th m trhe oppor
tunity to conduct problem-solving discussions. 

Other important parts of MERLOT ar the Personal 
Collections and the Virtual Speakers Bur au. Personal 
collections help personalize the vast MERLOT collec
tion for members. A p rsonal collection is a compila
tion of MERLOT materials that MERLOT members can 
access easily to us for specific purposes, classes, or 
topics. Owners f personal collections can annotate 
each coil ction to more easily explain the purpose of 
it. When vi wing a Material Detail screen it easy to 
select it as part of your personal collection. The link to 
your personn 1 collection of MERLOT materials is 
always available on your personal m mb r profile page. 
The MERLOT Virtual Speakers Bureau allows you to 
enhance the ducational experiences of your students 
by bringing them together with guest speakers who are 
experts in their fields . Guest Experts are available on a 
wide range of topics relevant to technology teaching, 
and learning including MERLOT and faculty develop
ment issues. Faculty members faculty development 
pecialists and administrators who have expressed a 

desire to participate as Guest Experts are listed in the 
MERLOT Virtual peal<ers Bureau at 
http://www.merlot.org/merlot/vsbMembers.htm (Fac
ulty Development 2007). 
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JOIN MERLOT! 

When you register as a member of MERLOT, you 
get your own Member Profile pace. Thi i th pag 
(figure 5) where you can introduce your elf to th 
MERLOT community. You have rights to edit thi pag 
and you can include information about our lf. Thi 
page also contains links to any material you ha 
authored or submitted and any comments or a ign
roents that you have submitted. If you build a Per onal 
Collection it will be linked on this page. Your profil 
page will be a part of the extensive MERLOT M mb r
ship Directory where other members can find you. 
Want to learn more about ME~OT? Thi pap r ha 
reviewed only a part of the MERLOT uni r e. There is 
more to learn about MERLOT project and activitie . 
These can be viewed by browsing the MERLOT 
homepage or by contacting a member of th Editorial 
Board in your discipline. But becoming am mber i 
the first step. Consider becoming a part of thi exciting 
online initiative. If your material is peer r vi wed you 
will be able to use it in establishing your acad mic or 
professional credentials. You may also wish to offer 
your services as a peer reviewer or a virtual peaker. 
There are many ways to benefit and get involved. 
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Figure 5. Member Profile page 
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