
LIBRARIES GET CREATIVE, INVOLVE 

COMMUNITIES TO RAISE FUNDS 

by Denise Canady 

B
l ibrary staff members bank on creative 
1
1 fundraising efforts to raise needed funds 

from their communities. Special events 
such as food festivals or silent auctions 

~ J help bring in money at some libraries 
while soup supp r equipment/yard sale and even art 
classes ar ucces ful fundraisers at others. In the last 
few y ars, libraries have received less funding from 
prop rty taxes - and more changes are expected with 
new prop rty tax laws going into efD ct. Additionally, 
co ts of library materials, lik everything else continue 
to ris . 

FOOD EVENTS 

At Culver- nion Township Public Library in Culver 
staff m mbers work to coordinate a 'Ta te of Culver' 
ev nt ach year. Th event earns about $4,500 each 
year, said director Carol Jackson. Culver-Union serves 
3,100 patrons. It med like a natural fund-raising 
idea, Jackson aid, with the town of Culver on a lake 
pack d with r taurants. For the ev nt held the second 
w kin July, th tr tin front of th library is blocked 

ff to make way £ r re tau rants featuring food specials 
und r can pi d t nt . People use pr -paid tickets to 
buy th £ od. A jazz band has perform d during the 
v nt th last £ w years and this year a di.f£ rent variety 

of mu ic i plann d sh said. Coca-Cola products and 
ice ar donated £ r th vent and a local printing 

mpany u d crap paper to mak th Tast of Culver 
tick £ r a n minal printing fee Jackson aid. 

M anwhil th Ladoga-Clark Township Library in 
Ladoga and th B well Public Library in Boswell, 
boa t ·ucc ful up uppers. Ev rything is donated 
£ r ach library vent xc pt pap r go d and 
pla ticwar . Th Ladoga Library makes about $1 000 
from an annual up r B wl soup supper in the 
library' community room. "It' a big ocial event for 
th p opl f Ladoga aid library diJ: ctor Wanda 
B nn tt. ouper owl goers receive oup crackers a 
de rt and a b v rag for a donation. There s also a 
children m. al: h t dog chip cookie and a drink. 

n year th re wer 22 differ nt kinds of soup or 
chili,' Benn tt aid. Th library' Friends group do-
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nates desserts cracker and other fixings. The Souper 
Bowl usually starts at 5 p.m. and' we go until it's 
gon ' Bennett said. The second year of the Sou per 
Bowl a cookbook of the previous year's entrees was 
old for under $5. About 25 cookbooks were available 

at the fundraiser and a waiting list was generated so 
that library staff memb r could make more copies . The 
Boswell Public Library makes about $1,500 each Octo
ber for the summer reading program from its chili and 
veg tabl soup supper at the local senior center. The 
menu features the soup and chili, and includes peanut 
butter sandwiches hot dog desserts tea 1 monade, 
and water. The six-member Friends of the Library 
group has regulars donate food- but as it gets closer 
to time for the fundrais r others always offer to donate 
items as well, said dir ctor Andrea Bowman. To get 
ready for the event library staff members pr pare 
mailings for support and make follow-up calls. A Rotary 
group sets up tables and library staff members work the 
event along with the Friends of the Library members. 

SILENT AUCTIONS 

At orth Madison County Public Library in Elwood, 
computer and other office supply sales regularly bring 
in a sizeable dollar amount. 'It's really helped us a lot 
- esp cially when the budget is tight," said Sa.ra.h 
McElfresh the library's information technology man-

Taste of Culver Event 

Indiana L ibrmies, Vol. 27, 1 11111ber 2 



ager. Th taff lis outdated comput rand r lat d 
equipm nt in public il nt auction . P opl put in 
silent bid on items and may l a e at the nd of the 
one-day ale with a 4-y ar-old comput r for 1-0 
McElfre h aid. There ar no minimum or maximum 
bids. But McElfr sh d clare that p ople ha n t tak n 
ad antage of that. 'Let ju t ay I n r b en di ap
pointed in the dollar amount bid for an it m he aid. 
The de ktop comput r go for a littl a 20 but may 
bring as much a 250. Th ale h ld in th library s 
meeting room occur during regular hour and coin
cide with the area annual glas fe ti al in Augu t. 'W< 
set up all the computer o th y r working and p opl 
can test them McElfr h aid. The library erve 21 000 
patrons. And at the Cul er- nion library ta.ff m mb r 
are gearing up for an w fund-rai ing nt- an ABC 
Auction - planned for the fir t w kend of Augu t. At 
the black-tie affair people will be able to plac sil nt 
bids on fa orit books that are Autographed By Cel bri
ties Carol Jackson aid. 

YARD SALES 

The Ladoga-Clark Town hip Public Library r cei 
about , 850 ach year from a yard ale it Fri nd group 
coordinates the fir t weekend inJun said dir ctor 
Wanda Benn tt. We put the word out and peopl in 
the community bring it ms in without fail. My commu
nity room i a wreck for about a month ' h aid. 
Folks ask about it as early a January! 

A RUSHVILLE TRADITION 

Th Rushville Public Library in Ru hville rai 
from 2 200 to $2 300 for its ummer reading program 
from area busin ss and organization donation aid 
director Sue Ott . Early ach year the staffs nds out a 
letter asking for upport. Soon aft r ch cks come in to 
the library in th elf-addr ss d tamped n elope 
that were part of th original mailing. In addition the 
library receiv an e timated 500 in donated prizes 
from ar a m rchants tt said. Ru hvill library 
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