
ULYSSES ORANGE COX.
(in memoriam.)

Barton Warren Evermann.

Ulysses Orange Cox was born on a farm near Farmland, Randolph
County, Indiana, September 29, 1864. He died at Denver, Colorado, August

25. 1920.

As a boy living in the country, in daily contact with nature, it was but

natural that a real love for, and an interest in. animals and plants should

soon possess him. In this respect this boy was not particularly different

from other boys who have had the great good fortune to have been brought

up in the comitry : for there. Nature is calling, ever calling, and rare in-

deed is the country boy who fails to hear the call and give heed to it. He
can always see the sky. the clouds and the stars ; he sees and feels the soil,

and digs into it ; he wanders through the open woods and the dark forests

;

he learns to know the streams, the hills, the growing and ripening crops,

and the wild animals about him ; daily, even hourly, he sees the birds, the

insects, and the shy folk that aboiuid for him who would be their friend;

the domestic animals on the farm he learns to know intimately: and he

learns the sweet sounds which wind and numing water, and birds and in-

sects make when he is hiuitiiig, tishing, or merely roaming in the woods and

fields or along the streams. This is the real productive school in which all

country boys are enrolled : the .school in which more knowledge is acquired

than in all the after years.

Ulysses Cox early began the serious study of animals and plants. His

first published contribution to science was "A List of the Birds of Randolph

County, Ind.," which ai)peared in the Ornithologist and Oiilogist. While

yet in his teens he began teaching in the country schools of his native

county. He organized the high school at Farmland and was its superinten-

dent. His experience in these schools led him to suggest a system of con-

solidated schools, since put into effect by Superintendent Driver with ex-

cellent results. In 1884 he graduated from Bryant's Commercial School at

Indianapolis. He completed the Teacher's Training course at the Central

Normal College the next year and in the same year he entered the Indiana

State Normal School, from which he was graduated in 1889.

After teaching two years in the Farmland high school and assisting in the

spring terms in the Indiana State Normal School, he was elected head of

the department of general science in the State Normal School at Mankato,

Minnesota, where he made an enviable record as an organizer and inspiring

teacher. He organized and adequately equipped the chemical and physio-

logical laboratories in that institution.

Mr. Cox took leave from his teaching duties in 1897 and entered Indiana

University, from which institution he was graduated in 1900 with the de-

gree of A. B. in zoology, his time in the University alternating with teaching

during part of the year. He received the degree of A. M. in 1902.
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Ill the fall of 1904. President Parsons had an idea that he would like to

have the present writer reenter the fatuity (»f the Indiana State Normal
School as head of the department of hiolosy. He said that I did not have to

give a decision at once. The next spring he came on to Washington and re-

newed the invitation which was very tempting. But I had other irons in the

fire which I did not wish to let get cold. My interest in the Indiana State

Normal School was great, and when I began wondering where a good man
could he found for the place. I had an inspiration : "U. O. Cox is the man for

you." I said to Dr. Parsons, who at once replied: "You are right! Cox
will make an ideal head for that department: I'll write to him at once."

And thus it was that Professor Cox Avas ciiUefl liack to his alma mater in

lUO.j. where he remained until his death.

n.YssKs (»k.\.\(;h cox.

T'. n. Coxs inteiests and aliilities lay in many lines, lie was a ke«'ii

Imsiness man. careful and methodical in his habits and metliods. He was
unusually skillful in the use of tools, which was of great help to him in

devising apjiaratus for u.se in his teaching. While jirimarily and most d(>ep-

ly interested in zoology and botany, be was an all-i'oiuid naturalist. In IS'H

he was a member of the Dr. .1. T. Scovcli exiicilitiun to Mount Orizaba.

Mexico. He made a collection of the biids of tbc region and discovered and
de.scrihed a new species of tfiwbcc, I'iiiila (iriznlKi While at the State

Normal School at Mankato be bad cbariic of ibc I'. S. Wcalbcr I'.ureau Sta-

tion at that place, making observations three times daily and jiosting the

records every morning. He was also employed at various times by the
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UiiikMl Stiitcs Kisli ('Kininissioii in coiiiK-c-tioii with the exphiriitiou of rivers

and lakes. lie built and equipped the house-boat "Megalops" with which he

uiade a trip down the Mississippi KiA'er for the Minnesota (jleological and
Natural History Survey. In 1893 he was with the writer on an investiga-

tion of the streams of Nebraska, South Dakota, and AVyoming for the United

States Fish Commission. In 1806 he studied Lake Pend d'Oreille and cer-

tiiin streams in the State of Washington, and in August of that year he and
I went with the Mazamas (a club of mountain climbers, chietly of Port-

land. Oregon) tt» ('rater I>ake. Oregon, where we made certain investiga-

tions for the U. S. Fish Commission. These investigations included the

making of several soundings and the taking of .serial temperatures at 100-

foot intervals from surface to bottom of the 2,000 feet of depth of that

very wonderful lake.

Another investigation he made for the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries was a

study of the freshwater mussels (Unionidse) of the lower Wabash River.

In a small lauiuh. towing a barge on which to carry their collections, he

and our good mutual friend, the late Dr. J. T. Scovell, examined the Wabash
critically from Terre Haute to Vincennes, with special reference to that

species of mussel known as the "muckef ( LarnpsiJis lUjamentinus) . which

is one of the best in pearl button making. Just at that time Professors

George Lefevre and W. C. Curtis of tlie University of Missouri were carry-

ing on their brilliant investigations on the artificial inoculation of fishes

with the glochidia of l^nionida^. They de.sired a large number of fine muck-

ets, and Professor C^x was able to suppl.v them with abundant and excel-

lent specimens from the Wabash. In a letter to Professor Cox, Dr. Lefevre

wrote

:

"I want to thank you for your kind assistance in securing for our

recent experiments at La Crosse such a fine lot of niuckets and yel-

low backs. They were received in excellent condition and furnished

us with an abundant supply of glochidia for the infection of the fish.

Twenty-two of the muckets contained ripe glochidia and fifteen of the

yellowbacks, yielding altogether a sutticient quantity for the infection

of nearly the entire lot of fish which we had on hand, namely, about

25,000.

"There was no indication that the muckets were not at the height

of the breeding season, as the pouches were gorged with glochidia in

ever.v specimen containing them, but the yellowbacks appeared to be

on the decline, as we found quite a number of completely spent fe-

males. The experiments were highly successful in every way. and

we are greatly indebted to all who contributed their assistance to the

work."

Soon after his election as head of the department of Biology in the Indi-

ana State Normal School, the State Legislature provided for the teaching

of agriculture in the public schools. Provision for instruction in that

subject in the Normal was at once made, and Professor Cox was placed

in charge. This was in addition to his other numerous duties. Tlie rooms

in the basement, then occupied by the depiiitment of Biology, were soon

outgrown and. largely through the efforts of Professor Cox, a new Science

Hall, adequate in its appointments and architecturally beautiful, was soon
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provided foi* his department. One of tlie unique features of this building,

the general plans for which were made by Mr. Cox, is a roof garden for

which he had longed and of which he had dreamed for many years. In that

roof garden he grew a large part of the plant material used in his botanical

^^ork.

Cox was also a good photographer, so lie made provision in the new
building for a well-equipped dark-room where he developed thousands of

negatives and made vast numbers of stereopticon slides of which he made
constant use in his teaching.

In his home he had a well-equipped printing press which he had installed

for tlie use of his son Warren, but it is more than likely he made greater

use of it than did the son. On this press he printed the outlines of his lec-

tures, laboratoi-y directions, syllabi of subjects, and many other aids to

teaching and for distribution among his students.

Mr. Cox possessed considerable musical ability. He sang tenor very well,

and, while at Mankato. organized and dii-ected an orchestra in the Normal

School.

When agriculture was added to his subjects in the Normal at Terre

Haute, he foimd the experience and training he had gained on his father's

farm of great benefit to him and his students. He soon bought a small

farm south of town which he largely used for experimental and instruc-

tional purposes with his classes.

As already intimated in this sketch, Mr. Cox was a man of broad interests

and varied attainments ; he was an all-round man in the best sense of the

word. As a man of affairs, he was active in civic, scientific, and educational

circles. He toolv a keen and active interest in matters of community and

public concern. As a naturalist, he was most interested in l)irds and botany,

but his natural history studies were not confined to those lines. He early

showed an interest in mollusks as evidenced by his paper on the mollusks

of Randolph County.

Mr. Cox was equally and unusually efficient, whether in the (ield as a

collector and observer, or in the laboratory and class-room as student,

teacher or investigator. During his student days and as my laboratory

assistant in the Indiana State Normal School, he was (with the exception

of Dr. Scovell) my most frequent conqtanion on trips a-field. Together we
explored practically all the woods, fields, ponds, and streams witiiiii a

radius of ten to fifteen miles of Terre Haute. Among favorite places to

which we freipiently went were the Five-mile pond north of town. Coal

Creek, Honey Creek, and the Goose Pond some nine miles south of the

city. These were all places of unusual interest to the zoologist and to the

botanist. The Goose Pond was most interesting, for there we found several

species of birds not often seen elsewliere in the county—among them the

least bittern, great bittern, coot, pied-billed grebe. Carolina rail, and Vir-

ginia rail. All of these species nested in that pond. Most interesting of

all. we found the white water lily there in abimdance. Mr. Cox suggested

that we gather a considerable number of these beautiful, fragrant flowers

and take a bouciuet of them to certain students who were ill. The flower.s

were so abundant that we gathered not only enough to take a fine bouquet

to each student whom we knew to be ill. l>ut we took one to every yoimg
lady student in our classes, and to each lady member of the faculty! This
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iiic'ideut is told to illustrate the kindly, sympathetic spirit which was so

characteristic of Mr. Cox. He was ever ready to bring a little more smi-

shine into the life of any one who needed it.

As student and investigator, Mr. Cox was most painstaking and consci-

entious, quiet, industrious, level-headed and cautious. He never reached

conclusions or aiuiounced results except such as were sustained by the avail-

able evidence.

As a teacher, he was one of the very best I ever knew. His success lay

largely in his absolute honesty with his subject and his students, his quiet,

unobtrusive manner, and his large human sympathy. His students loved

him ; they could not do otherwise.

As a member of the faculty, he was useful in many ways for the general

good of the institution. There were so many things of general interest that

he could do better than any one else ; and he was always willing and ready
to ijerform any duty assigned to him. These qualities peculiarly fitted him
to service as Dean of the E^aculty. which position he held dui-ing the last

two years of his life, in addition to the regular duties of his department.

Personally Mr. Cox was one of the most lovable of men. I can do no bet-

ter than quote from the resolutions adopted by a committee of the Facidty

:

"During these years of daily association we have learned to appreciate

and revere the eminent virtues of our friend and colleague. His indefatig-

able industi'y, his iinselttsh devotion to duty, even when physically incapaci-

tated, his gentle, kindly and obliging disposition made him admired and
loved of all, both fellow-teachers and students.

"Devoid of petty ambitions and aspirations, his attitude towards life

was gracious and optimistic, free from carping criticism and querulousness.

Disappointment met with equanimity ; success with poise and serenity.

"His strict devotion to his chosen work did not isolate or estrange him

from cordial and sympathetic human relations. Mr. Cox was always the

kindly man, as well as the etficient teacher and scientific scholar."

Professor Cox was a member of numerous scientific societies, among
which may be mentioned the following

:

Indiana Academy of Science ; American Association for the Advancement

of Science, of which he became a Fellow in 19(10 ; Washington Academy of

Science ; New York Academy of Sciences ; The Mazauias : American Orni-

thologists' Union ; Biological Society of Washington : American Forestry

Association; American Society of Naturalists ; National Geographic Society;

American Nature Study Society; and The Wilson Ornithological Club.


