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CHARLES WESLEY HARG1TT

Dearborn County, Indiana.

March 28, 1852.

Syracuse, New York.

June 11, 1927.

Among the scientific men whom Indiana delights to honor none ranks

higher than Charles Wesley Hargitt who died June 11, 1927, at his home
in Syracuse, New York, after a brief illness. The formative period of

his life was spent in Indiana. Among the rugged hills of Dearborn

County near the village of Bright, on a farm, he first saw the light

March 28, 1852. His parents, Thomas and Mary Hargitt, were an un-

usually strong type of religious people of the pioneer day. While on the

Charles Wesley Hargitt.

farm he became a lover of nature. The flowers and trees and rocks he

early learned to observe and think about and ever after it was his delight

to roam over these hills of Dearborn County in search of the secrets of

nature. i

\
.
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His early education was secured in the rural schools of his com-
munity. He became a leader and took part in the life of his neigh-

borhood. He then went to Indianapolis where he completed the gram-
mar and high school work. He then began teaching in the rural schools

of his native county. After teaching several years, he entered Moores
Hill College in 1873 under the presidency of Dr. F. A. Hester and
graduated under that of Dr. J. P. D. John, receiving the degree of B. S.

After graduation he entered the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, serving effectively for seven years in Indiana and Texas. Cer-
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tain throat trouble developed which made him decide to enter the ranks

of the college professor.

To prepare for his new work he entered the Massachusetts Insti-

tute of Technology in Boston, in 1884, where he remained until the sum-
mer of 1885. He was then offered the chair of Natural Science in his

Alma Mater, which he accepted and filled with distinction until 1888

when he resigned to accept the chair of Biology and Geology in Miami
University at Oxford, Ohio. While here he pursued graduate work in

Ohio University, from which he received the degree of Doctor of Philos-

ophy in 1890. In 1891 he resigned to accept the chair of Biology and
Geology in Syracuse University, succeeding Dr. L. M. Underwood. Later

Botany and Geology were organized into separate departments so that he

became professor of Zoology and Director of the Museum of Natural

History. He remained at the head of this department until 1921, when
he withdrew from the headship of the department and was made Re-

search Professor in Zoology, devoting his entire time to study and writ-

ing until his death.

"He was active in many other phases of professional, scientific and
educational work, serving as Assistant Director of the Cold Spring

Biological Laboratory, N. Y., 1891-93, and trustee of the Marine Biologi-

cal Laboratory at Woods Hole, Mass., 1900-21. He studied in Europe

at the Zoological Station at Naples in 1894, 1903, 1910. He was instru-

mental in organizing the Onandaga Academy of Science of the New
York State Teachers Association and its president in 1899; vice-president

of the American Association for the Advancement of Sciences, and chair-

man of the Zoological Sciences in 1902. Membership in scientific organi-

zations included the American Association for the Advancement of

Science, American Association of Zoologists, American Society of Natur-

alists, American Genetic Association, Washington Academy of Sciences,

Indiana Academy of Science, and others. His membership in the In-

diana Academy of Science was retained for many years after leaving

the state and interest in its work and membership was maintained to

the end of his life. It was with deep regret that he could not attend

the spring meeting of the Academy at New Harmony, May 13-14, 1927.

He deeply appreciated a telegram of cheer arid greeting sent to him by
the Academy at this session."

Dr. Hargitt was original in his thinking. From boyhood he ex-

hibited the inquisitive turn of mind. This led him to observe nature

closely. It was perfectly natural for him to delight in research work.

The laboratory became his workshop, and some of the secrets of nature

were discovered by his keen eyes and mind. To carry out this desire,

he spent much time in the marine laboratories as well as in his own.

As a teacher he exerted his greatest influence. Not only did he

understand his subjects thoroughly but he had an enthusiastic scientific

spirit which was imparted to his students. They could not resist this

impelling enthusiasm. Furthermore, he worked in such close touch

with his students in the lecture room, in the laboratory and in the field

that they were delighted to study the deeper truths of nature. More-

over he was a lover of his fellow men as well as a devoted follower of

the Great Teacher and warmth of personality exerted a strong influence
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upon all who came under his instruction. On account of this religious

attitude, a splendid and sane influence on spiritual and scientific ques-

tions was developed in the biological department. The spirit of discord

between science and religion did not exist. He wrote many articles for

the publication in national papers to stimulate and instruct the people

in right thinking on these controversial questions.

As he was a strong teacher, so was he a true educator. He as a

member of the faculty was one of the leaders who helped to mold the

policies of that university. The courses of study came up for revision

during his early days in Syracuse University. He was a strong advocate

of modernizing these courses so as to be in harmony with the leading

universities of the country.

He was the author of Outlines of General Biology as a guide to

laboratory study. It has gone through several editions and is considered

one of the best published. His first scientific paper read before the

Indiana Academy was on "Recent Notes on Scaphiopus holbrookii in

1888". From that day to the day of his death his pen had been busy
writing for the scientific papers and governmental publications. About
100 such articles have been published.

He was frequently called upon to give lectures before scientific bodies

as well as before popular audiences. All his life he found occasions to

fill the pulpits of various churches. Many of these sermons and lectures

were published. One of the finest articles of appreciation of Doctor
Hargitt was recently published in The Post Standard of Syracuse by
Prof. W. H. Mace, the historian who went to Syracuse the same year as

did Dr. Hargitt. They were close friends during all those years.

The author of this sketch is in a position to judge of the life and
work of this good man. He delights to call him his scientific father

for he was a student under him while he taught in Moores Hill College.

His impress was made in the laboratory and it continued throughout
life. A correspondence was kept up all through the years and was rich

in friendship and scientific lore.

As a man in society he was always interested in the highest culture

of the people in home, in school, in church, and in state. Character
building meant more to him than anything else. All his writings re-

flected the scientific mind and the cultured gentleman.

PUBLICATIONS BY CHAPvLES WESLEY HARGITT.

1888. Recent notes on Scaphiopus holbrooki. Amer. Nat., vol. 22.

1889. Color variations among animals. Amer. Nat., vol. 23.

1889. Origin of sex-cells in Eudendrium. Proc. Amer. Asso. Adv. Sci.

1889. Methods of mounting Infusoria. Amer, Mo. Micro. Jour., vol. 10.

1889. Cur.ous case of variation in Calla. Bot. Gaz., vol. 14, No. 7.

1890. Notes on Isopyrum biternatum. Bot. Gaz., vol. 15, No. 9.

1890. Habits of the fresh-water crayfish. Amer. Mo. Micro. Jour., Vol.

11.

1892. Habits of Amphiuma. Science, Sept. 1892.

1892. Variation in Daucus carota. Bot. Gaz,, Vol. 17.

1893. Parasitism of Molothrus ater. Science, Dec, 1893.
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1894. Perigonimus jonesii, a new hydroid from Long Island Sound. Amer.
Nat., Vol. 28.

1895. The natural history of soils. Trans. N. Y. St. Agr. Soc.

1895. Character and distribution of the genus Perigonimus. Mitt. Zool.

Station Neapel, Vol. 11, No. 4.

1896. Abnormal chick embryos. Science, Oct. 23, 1896.

1897. Recent experiments on regeneration. Zool. Bull., Vol. 1, No. 1.

1897. Notes on Cordylophora lacustris. Zool. Bull., Vol. 1, No. 4.

1899. Some interesting egg monstrosities. Zool. Bull., Vol. 2, No. 5.

1899. Organized science. Proc. Onondaga Acad. Sci.

1899. Experimental studies upon Hydromedusae. Biol. Bull., Vol. 1, No.
1.

1899. Methods of studying and mounting protozoa. Jour. App. Micro.,

Vol. 2, No. 6.

1899. Science and the new education. Jour. Pedagogy, Jan., 1899.

1900. Variation among Hydromedusae. Science, Vol. 12.

1900. Science as a condition for college entrance. Proc. N. Y. St. Sci.

Teach. Asso.

1900. A contribution to the natural history and development of Pennaria

tiarella. Amer. Nat., Vol. 34.

1900. Origin of sex among Hydromedusae. Science, Aug. 24.

1901. Outline of General Biology, 1st Ed., 1901, Syracuse, N. Y. Later

editions with Geo. T. Hargitt.

1901. Variation among Hydromedusae. Biol. Bull., Vol. 2, No. 5.

1901. Alcyonaria of Porto Rico. (With Chas. G. Rogers). Bull. U. S.

Bur. Fisheries.

1901. Synopses of North American Invertebrates. Hydromedusae, Parts

I, II, III. Amer. Nat., Vol. 35.

1902. Notes on the coelenterate fauna of Woods Hole. Amer. Nat.,

Vol. 36.

1902. Notes on a few medusae new to Woods Hole. Biol. Bull., Vol. 4,

No. 1.

1902. Notes on the development of Cyanea arctica. Science, Vol. 15.

1903. Synopses etc. Scyphomedusae. Amer. Nat., Vol. 37.

1903. The appearance of the periodic cicada in Onondaga County. Proc.

Onondaga Acad. Sci., Vol. 1.

1903. The food habits of birds. Proc. Onondaga Acad. Sci., Vol. 1.

1904. Some unsolved problems of organic adaptation. Proc. Amer. Asso.

Adv. Sci., Vol. 53.

1904. Regeneration in Rhizostoma pulmo. Jour. Exper. Zool., Vol. 1,

No. 1.

1904. Notes on a hitherto undescribed hydroid from Long Island Sound.

Biol. Bull., Vol. 7, No. 5.

1904. The early development of Eudendrium. Zool. Jahrbuch, Vol. 20.

1904. Early development of Pennaria tiarella. Archiv fur Entwick-

lungemechanik der Organismen, Vol. 18.

1904. Notes on some Hydromedusae from the Bay of Naples. Mitt.

Zool. Station Neapel, Vol. 16, No. 4.
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1904. Medusae of the Woods Hole Region. Bulletin U. S. Bur. Fisher-

ies, Vol. 24.

1905. Notes on the variations of Rhegmatodes. Biol. Bull., Vol. 9, No. 6.

1905. Variations among Scyphomedusae. Jour. Exper. Zool., Vol. 2,

No. 4.

1905. The place and function of biology in secondary education. Edu-

cation, 1905.

1906. The organization and early development of the egg of Clava

leptostyla. Biol. Bull., Vol. 10, No. 5.

1906. Experiments on the behavior of tubicolous annelids. Jour. Exper.

Zool., Vol. 3, No. 2.

1906. A new method of collecting earthworms for laboratory use.

Science, Vol. 23.

1907. Notes on the behavior of sea-anemones. Biol. Bull., Vol. 12, No. 4.

1907. Occurrence of the fresh-water medusa, Limnocodium, in the United

States. Science, Vol. 36.

1908. Notes on a few coelenterates of Woods Hole. Biol. Bull., Vol. 14,

No. 2.

1908. Occurrence of the fresh-water medusa, Limnocodium, in the United

States. Biol. Bull., Vol. 14, No. 4.

1909. From heresy to sainthood. Darwin Memorial Address, Syracuse,

N. Y.

1909. Further observations on the behavior of tubicolous annelids. Jour.

Exper. Zool., Vol. 7, No. 2.

1909. New and little known hydroids of Woods Hole. Biol. Bull., Vol.

17, No. 6.

1909. Behavior of tubicolous annelids. Proc. VII Internat. Zool. Congress.

1910. The genera Corynitis, Gemmaria and Zanclea. Proc. VII Internat.

Zool. Congress.

1910 Organization and early development of the eggs of Hydromedusae.
Proc. VII Internat. Zool. Congress.

1910. Problems of coelenterate ontogeny. Science.

1910. Observations on the spawning habits of Hydroides Dianthus. Amer.
Nat., Vol. 44.

1910. Studies in the development of Scyphomedusae. (With Geo. T.

Hargitt). Jour. Morp., Vol. 21, No. 2.

1911. A further note on Keratosum complexum. Biol. Bull., Vol. 20,

No. 3.

1911. Cradactis variabilis—an apparently new Tortugan actinian. Papers

Tortugas Lab., Vol. 3, Carnegie Inst., Washington.
1911. Some problems of coelenterate ontogeny. Jour. Morp., Vol. 22,

No. 3.

1912. Behavior and color changes of tree-frogs. Jour. Anim. Behavior,

Vol. 2.

1912. Double eggs. Amer. Nat., Vol. 46.

1912. Observations on the behavior of tubicolous annelids III. Biol.

Bull., Vol. 22, No. 2.

1912. Anthozoa of the Woods Hole region. Bulletin U. S. Bur. Fish-

eries, Vol. 32.
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1912. Heredity and eugenics in relation to public health. Report 12th

Ann. Conf. Sanitary Officers of New York State.

1913. A call for trustworthy vital statistics. Science, Vol. 37.

1913. Heredity and eugenics in relation to public health. Med. Rev. of

Rev., April, 1913.

1913. A problem in educational eugenics. Pop. Sci. Mo., October, 1913.

1913. Vital Statistics and school hygiene. Proc. IV Internat. Congress

School Hygiene.

1914. Education and the problem of sex. Proc. N. Y. St. Teach. Assn.

1915. Observations on the behavior of butterflies. Jour. Anim. Behavior,

Vol. 5, No. 3.

1915. Regenerative potencies of dissociated cells of Hydromedusae. Biol.

Bull., Vol. 38, No. 6.

1915. Albinism in the English sparrow. Science, Vol. 41.

1917. A personal and family-history register. Science, Vol. 46.

1918. Vital statistics and the schools. School and Society, Vol. 7.

1919. Distribution of the fresh-water medusa, Craspedacusta, in the

United States. Science, Vol. 50.

1921. Hargitt-Haddock Genealogy. Syracuse, N. Y.

1923. A further note on the fresh-water medusa. Science, Vol. 57.

1923. The digestive system of the periodical Cicada. II. The physiol-

ogy of the adult insect. Biol. Bull., Vol. 45, No. 4.

1924. Hydroids of the Philippine Islands. Philippine Jour. Sci., Vol. 24,

No. 4.

1925. The problem of sex education. School Sci. and Math., Vol. 25.

1925. Studies in behaviorism. Proc. Ind. Acad. Sci., Vol. 34.

1925. John Wesley, evolutionist. Z'ons Herald, Vol. 103.

1926. The graduate school in modern education. School and Society,

Vol. 23.

1926. The life-history of a fake. Science, Vol. 63.

1927. John Wesley and Science. A challenge from the eighteenth cen-

tury. Methodist Review, May, 1927.

1927. Some hydroids of South China. Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool., Harvard

College, Vol. 67, No. 16.

Andrew J. Bigney,

Evansville College.


