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cases they were based on the research work recorded in greater detail in the papers listed in Part II above.
Stanley Coulter, Indianapolis.
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LOUIS FREDERICK HEIMLICH.
Reynolds, Indiana.
April 13, 1890.

Valparaiso, Indiana.
October 12, 1928.

The death of Dr. Louis F. Heimlich occurred at Valparaiso, Indiana,
on October 12, 1928, following a very short illness from permmonia.
Doctor Heimlich was born at Reynolds, Indiana, in 1890. His early
education was received in the public and Lutheran parochial schools of
He entered Purdue University in
Monticello and Lafayette, Indiana.
1910. His major studies lay in the botanical field. In 1914 he received
In order to continue
his B. S. degree and in 1916 his M. S. degree.
advanced work in botany he spent several summers at the University
of Wisconsin and an entire year's residence in 1924.
He received his
Ph. D. from the University of Wisconsin in June, 1926.
Immediately upon his graduation from Purdue University, Doctor
Heimlich became an assistant instructor in the Department of Biology
at Purdue University. After receiving his M. S. degree he became an
instructor in Botany.
In 1923 he was raised to the rank of Assistant
Professor of Botany.
His greatest field of activity at this time was
along taxonomic and morphological lines. He was very active making
collections of the native flora and studying variations in the local flora.
His first contributions were the result of such efforts. It was the result also of this concentrated taxonomic work that gave him such an
intimate knowledge of the local Indiana flora with which to enable him
to revise and construct a taxonomic key of great value in class use.
The key was published privately. A revision of this work was in progress at the time of his death.
Very soon after his return from the University of Wisconsin, he
received an invitation from the authorities at Valparaiso University to
join their staff.
This offer was coincident with the purchase of the
University by the Missouri Synod of the Lutheran church.
In 1926
Doctor Heimlich accepted their invitation and became Head of the Department of Biology. He was Dean of the University during the year
1927.
At Valparaiso University, he reorganized the instructional work
in Botany and went about in his tireless way of setting up a fine and
efficient

teaching organization.
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The removal of a young,

virile and tireless worker from our midst
Doctor Heimlich seemed just at the prime of his life.
He had planned long and hard for what he considered great things.
He was devoted heart and soul to his botanical work. He had just purchased 15 acres of wooded land overlooking and fronting a lake in northern Wisconsin. This was, as he termed it, a veritable botanical paradise,
and his plans for its occupancy during vacations reveals the real botanist.
Louis F. Heimlich will be long remembered at Purdue University as
a student and a teacher. He impressed us with his zeal for accuracy,
his untiring efforts in an honest portrayal of facts, his keen perception
and his skill in delineating the facts. He was a technician and artist
The administration of his botanical work was marked
of great skill.

staggers us

all.

by the same earnest devotion in getting his subject to his student. He
spared no pains in preparing his lectures. He was liked and respected
by his students to a very great degree. By his colleagues, he will be
remembered as an amiable co-worker. He was unassuming in manner
and possessed of a keen sense of humor. He was a great exponent of
the truth and the pursuit of it was a great joy.
Doctor Heimlich's ability as an executive was demonstrated by the
rapid and efficient organization of the Department of Biology at Valparaiso University. His adoption of high standards and ideals testify
to the work of a great teacher and to the efforts of a tireless administraHis students and co-workers were instilled with an unwavering
tor.
The soundness of his planning at Valparaiso
confidence and loyalty.
will become more apparent as the years pass by.
Doctor Heimlich was an earnest and devoted Christian. He was a
member of the Lutheran Church and as such was a great worker in
the church. He was a very greatly interested and an active worker in
the Lutheran National Educational Association.
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