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At the fortieth meeting of the American Ornithologists' Union held

in Chicago, October 23-26, 1922, I was introduced to a tall, dignified

member of the Union. He had a kindly smile and friendly manner
which captivated me. Everyone seemed to know him, and he seemed

to know everyone. That member was Amos William Butler. In re-

sponse to an inquiry I replied that I had been collecting plants in the

Indiana Dunes all summer and in the autumn had made a collection

of mammals in the same region. He asked me to write a paper on

the mammals and to present it before the Indiana Academy of Science

at the next meeting in December. Who could refuse the request of

such a man! It was a happy introduction for me, not only to one who
became a valued friend but also to the Indiana Academy of Science

with nearly a thousand members, most of whom I was to know per-

sonally. It was not merely the Indiana Academy of Science, but, as

I learned later, it was Butler's Indiana Academy of Science; for it

was Butler who was the prime founder of the Academy, and his fine

spirit, his enthusiasm, his love of exact knowledge, and above all his

friendliness that made our Academy what it is.

Amos William Butler, zoologist, anthropologist, and sociologist, was
born October 1, 1860, at Brookville, Indiana. His parents were among
the early pioneers of southeastern Indiana. Brookville lies in the

beautiful Whitewater valley. It is not far removed from Cincinnati.

Both of these facts probably had a profound effect upon the young
Butler. He must have been impressed by the beauties and forces of

nature in that valley. Also in Cincinnati there was a group of nature

lovers and a natural history society. He was educated in the local

schools, including a year or more at Brookville College. Afterwards

he attended Hanover College, so beautifully located on the banks of

the Ohio, from which many distinguished Hoosiers have been graduated.

Later he received an LL.D. from Hanover in 1915. In 1894 he received

an A.B. degree from Indiana University, in 1900 an A.M., and in 1922

an LL.D. He was honored by election to Phi Beta Kappa and to

Sigma Xi.

As a boy he came in contact with Rufus Haymond, one of the

pioneer naturalists of the Ohio Valley, and also with Frank Langdon

of Cincinnati. Under the influence of these men and others he began

a collection of local birds, which afterwards was added to by collection

and exchange from all parts of Indiana, various portions of the United

States, and some foreign countries. At its height his collection num-
bered about five thousand specimens. When I saw them, they were

cared for in a special, detached portion of his home in the suburb of

Irvington, Indianapolis. He also made a small but no less important
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collection of local mammals. Two mammal finds that he always re-

ferred to with special pride were numerous examples of the Lemming
Mouse and of the Pigmy Short-Tailed Shrew. At that time both these

species were almost unknown, aside from a few scattered specimens.

Among the teachers and friends who influenced Butler in his

younger years may be mentioned: J. P. D. John, John M. Coulter, T. A.

Wiley, Daniel Kirkwood, Richard Owen, J. M. Wheaton, E. T. Cox,

David W. Dennis, J. T. Campbell, Stanley Coulter, Spencer F. Baird,

George N. Lawrence, T. M. Brewer, Robert Ridgway, Ruthven Deane,

J. A. Allen, Harvey W. Wiley, D. G. Brinton, F. W. Putnam, Otis T.

Mason, E. D. Cope, C. V. Riley, C. H. Eigenmann, and B. W. Ever-

mann—all leaders in their respective fields. At Indiana University he

came under the inspiring influence of David Starr Jordan. In addition

to these personal contacts he carried on an extensive correspondence

with American and foreign naturalists. After I became acquainted with

Butler, he was one of my best correspondents.

Butler was a born naturalist and loved nature in all its aspects.

He was first of all an ornithologist, his earliest papers being devoted

to birds, and, strange to say, the first was entitled "Birds Seen in

Mexico," because as a youth he had visited that country. He was also

interested in the prehistoric remains at San Juan Teotihuacan and pub-

lished some notes on them. His most important ornithological work,

Birds of Indiana, a volume of 673 pages, was published in 1898, in the

Twenty-Second Annual Report of the Indiana State Geologist for 1897.

Ever since its inception he kept accurate notes on the migration, habits,

and records of Indiana birds, always with the thought in mind of bring-

ing out a second edition. It was one of the regrets of his life that he

was unable to do so. His last ornithological paper was a short note:

Common Tern and Wilson's Phalarope nesting in northern Indiana

(Auk 54:390. 1937). An obituary by T. S. Palmer appears in the same
volume, pages 573 and 574.

Next to birds came mammals. He published the first state list in

1894, as well as numerous papers about mammalia in the vicinity of

Brookville. He also published other shorter papers on Indiana amphi-

bians and reptiles and a special one on snakes.

Butler was a many-sided man. Although natural history was his

chief avocation, as he grew older he turned his thoughts to Man, first

to the aborigines, so that he became an archeologist of no mean attain-

ments. Then his attention was directed to the living men about him
so that in 1898 he became Secretary of the Indiana Board of State Chari-

ties on these two conditions: that politics should not enter into the

work of the Board, and that he should have a free hand in the selection

and discharge of all employees under him. He held this position with

credit to himself and honor to the state for a period of twenty-five

years, when he voluntarily retired.

This work led him into the study of penology and reformatories in

general. It was his firm belief that quick, certain, short sentences were

more effective in preventing crime than long drawn out prosecutions

with uncertain convictions. Most of his recommendations were incor-

porated in Indiana statutes which have served as models for several
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other states. It was surprising to talk with Butler, the ornithologist,

and find him also an expert on prison conditions in Boston and other

cities. It is generally felt that charity appeals more to the emotions
than to the reason and that there is little in common between the

philanthropist and the scientist; Butler, however, brought to his work as

Secretary of the Board of State Charities a trained, scientific mind
so that he applied science to his sociological activities in the same way
that he applied science to his zoology. He was not only nationally

but internationally known for his work on penology.

Butler was a great believer in organized science, holding that

those who felt alike should meet often and exchange views. He thus

early became associated with the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, and in his early years he took an active part

in it. He was Secretary of Section H in 1886 and of Section F in 1898,

General Secretary in 1892, and Vice-President in 1900. It is sad to

realize that he died only a few months before the American Associa-

tion had a very successful meeting in his home city of Indianapolis.

He was chairman of the local committee on arrangements but, on ac-

count of ill health, did practically no work.

Likewise he early became an associate member of the American
Ornithologists' Union, being advanced a member in 1901. He was
ornithologist of the Indiana State Department of Geology and Natural

Resources in 1896.

The first record of his participation as organizer of those inter-

ested in scientific work dates from 1878 when he was a student at

Indiana University and one of the founders of the Owen Scientific

Association. In 1881 he was a founder of the Brookville Society of

Natural History and in 1882 a charter member of the American Forestry

Association. In 1885 he was the chief founder, practically the father,

of the Indiana Academy of Science, serving as its secretary for the

first eight years of its existence and later becoming president. In 1893

he was chief founder of the Brookville Anthropological Club. In 1898

he was the chief founder of the Indiana Audubon Society, which hon-

ored him with a testimonial dinner in 1932. A full account of this

dinner and all of the toasts were printed in the Noblesville Daily Ledger,

volume 45, number 150, June 25, 1932. In 1903 he was a founder of

the American Anthropological Society. In 1910 he organized the Amer-
ican Committee on International Prison Congress in Washington. In

1916 he was a founder of the Society of Indiana Pioneers, serving as

its president for three years. In 1916 he was a founder of the Indiana

Committee on Mental Defectives and in the same year a chief founder

of the Indiana Society for Mental Hygiene and afterwards president.

In 1919 he was a charter member of the American Society of Mam-
malogists. He was a member and founder of the International Society

of Mental Hygiene and a member of the Sociedad Antonio Alzate

of Mexico. He was president of the Indiana State Conference of Char-

ities, 1915, secretary and later president of the American Prison Asso-

ciation, and a member of the U. S. Committee on Observance and

Enforcement of Law, 1930-31.

It is beyond mere words to express the character, enthusiasm, and

industry of this prominent citizen of Indiana and friend of mankind as
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well as of the lowly beasts and birds of the field. He had them all at

heart. To know him was to love him. He was a striking and inter-

esting figure at every meeting of the State Academy which he could

possibly attend. He regarded it with particular pride and was highly

pleased at the celebration of its fiftieth anniversary in Indianapolis in

1935. He stimulated the younger members of the Academy to more
and better work. His genial smile and humor will long be remembered

by those fortunate enough to have known him. The versatility of his

life is shown by a glance at his bibliography. No one would suspect

that Butler, the vertebrate zoologist, was Butler, the penologist. He
shone alike in both fields. It is given to but few men to be so versatile

and to have such wide interests, starting in boyhood as a naturalist,

developing in manhood to one interested in the care of prisoners and

of the feeble-minded and the distribution of charities, and yet never

losing sight of the wonders of nature.

His home life was a happy one. On June 2, 1880, he was married

to Mary Reynolds, of Brookville, Indiana, who like himself was a de-

scendant of early pioneer families. The last few years of his life were

marked by ill health, but he never swerved from his ideals and his love

of Man and Nature. He died August 5, 1937, after a month's illness.

Doctor Butler is survived by his widow, four children, Mrs. Shelley

Watts, William Reynolds Butler, Gwyn Foster Butler and Mrs. Merritt

Harrison, and eight grandchildren.

—

Marcus Ward Lyon, Jr.

The Brookville Society of Natural History was the first evidence

of Butler's organizing ability. Later comes the Indiana Academy of

Science. I well remember the long months of persistent work he put

into it, the innumerable letters he wrote, the all too frequent state-

ments: "Not interested"—"believe such an organization would be both

useless and short lived." But he persisted. The Indiana Academy of

Science came into being and was kept alive during its earlier years

because he refused to allow it to die. It would not have been born,

nor would it have lived, without Dr. Butler's genius for organization. . . .

In the first shock of our sorrow at his passing, we are more apt

to recall his personality, than his work. We think of what he was
rather than what he did. ... So to a kindly, genial man, to my warm
personal friend for many years, I pay this tribute—but to a great man
of wide knowledge, of worthy achievements, serving others at sacrifice,

I pay homage.—From a tribute to Dr. Butler, read by Dean Stanley

Coulter in the general session of the annual meeting of the Academy,
November 5, 1937.
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individualization of punishment. Proc. Amer. Prison Assoc, pp. 138-141. Official outdoor

relief and the state. Proc Nat. Conf. Char, and Cor., pp. 4 37-445. (Republished Char, and

Cor. Indiana Bull. 38:1-7.) Indiana's state farm for misdemeanants. Survey, pp. 135-136.

(Republished in Indiana Prison Sun. Pamp., pp. 7-10; Char, and Cor. Maine 2:10-16.)

The trend of legislation in Indiana. Jour. Soc Med. 16:253-255. 1916—At the end of the

century. Proc. Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull., pp. 90-98. State and municipal farm colonies

for the care of criminals. Prison Sun. Pamp., pp. 21-25. (Republished Inst. Quart. Illinois

8:173-176.) Uniform statistics on crime. Proc. Amer. Prison Assoc, pp. 401-403. Mental

defectives in Indiana. Rep. Indiana Com. Mental Defectives, pp. 1-33. (Survey of eight

counties 1918:1-56; Survey of ten counties 1919:1-61, third edition 1920:1-60; Survey of

eleven counties 1922:1-50, second edition 1923:1-48.) The feebleminded: Some aspects of

our problem. Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull. 104:65-66. Indiana. A century of progress—a

study of the development of public charities and correction, 1790-1915. Indiana Bd. St. Char.,

1916. (Revised 1905, 1910.) 1917—Observations on some shell mounds on the east coast

of Florida. Proc. Inter. Cong. Amer. 1915:104-107. Further notes on Indiana birds. Proc.

Indiana Acad. Sci. 1916 :456-459. Indiana dependents, defectives, and delinquents. Winona
Echos, pp. 41-44. A state board of charities and correction. Proc Amer. Prison Assoc,

pp. 25-32. Colonies for public xvards. Proc. Kansas St. Conf. Char., pp. 1-12. (Republished,

pp. 1-8 ; Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull. 112:47-54, 1918.) The operation of the indeterminate

sentence and parole law in Indiana. Instit. Quart., Illinois 8:179-185. 1918—The war's effect

on community jjroblems. Proc. Indiana Conf. Char, and Cor., pp. 177-182. Our prisons and

our prisoners. Winona Echos, pp. 51-53. Prisoners and parole in Indiana. Survey, pp.

644-645. Social work and the war. Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull., pp. 206-208. Province of

the state board of charities. Indianapolis Med. Jour. 21:115-117. 1919—The insane soldier.

Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull. 1918:309. Interstate uniformity in state board statistics. Proc.

Nat, Conf. Soc. Work, pp. 293-295. 1920—Public welfare agencies. Proc. Florida St. Conf.
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Soc. Work, p. 23. The present status of the indeterminate sentence and parole law in rela-

tion to the 1870 declaration of principles. Proc. Amer. Prison Assoc, pp. 150-152. The

burden we bear. Proc. Ann. Missouri Conf. Soc. Welf., Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull., p. 10.

How can the state agencies aid in training workers? Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull. 1919:106-

108. 1921

—

Some rare Indiana birds. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 1920:135-139. State archaeo-

logical survey. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 1920 :79. Some families aft factors in anti-social

conditions. Ungraded 7:49-58. (Republished Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull. 128:8-11, 1922.)

State farms for misdemeanant prisoners. Char, and Cor. 127:297-302. The power to par-

don. Proc. Amer. Prison Assoc, pp. 316-322. (Republished Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull.

127:303-307.) 1922— William Watson Woollen. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 1921:32. State

boards of control and admi?iistration versus state boards of charities and correction. Proc.

Amer. Prison Assoc, pp. 350-354. Parole of prisoners. Amer. Inst. Crim. Law and Crim.

Jour., pp. 549-553. Fundamentals of effective inspection of institutions. Proc Nat. Conf.

Soc. Work, pp. 447-449. Probation, parole, and the crime wave. Char, and Cor. Ohio Bull.,

pp. 20-27. (Republished Instit. Quart. Illinois 14:81-89, 1923.) 1923—Some changes in bird

life in Indiana. Indiana And. Yr. Bk., pp. 1-2. The work of the board of county charities.

Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull. 133:144-148. Work of directors of the poor under present

conditions. Proc. Assoc. Dir. Poor and Char, and Cor., Pennsylvania, pp. 70-86. The Indiana

plan of supervision—Public welfare in the United States. Amer. Acad. Pol. and Soc. Sci.

105:122-124. 1924

—

The county jail and the misdemeanant prisoner. Proc Amer.
Prison Assoc. 1923:282-293. (Republished Jour. Soc. Forces 2:150-152. 1924.) Early

history of the Indiana Acadenty of Science. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 33:14-18. A
Florida Flamingo. Auk 41:150-152. The indeterminate sentence. Proc. Amer. Prison

Assoc, pp. 214-216. The society of Indiana pioneers. Indiana Hist. Bull. 1:112-113. Notes

from the South. Indiana Aud. Yr. Bk., pp. 7-8. 1925

—

John C. Shirk. Proc Indiana Acad.

Sci. 34 :38. The international prison congress. Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull., pp. 377-382.

The international prison congress. Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull., pp. 377-382. The inter-

national jirison congress in London. Proc. Amer. Prison Assoc, pp. 162-168. The individual

treatment of the offender. Char, and Cor, Indiana Bull. 142:248-265. (Republished Jour.

Amer. Instit. Crim. Law and Crim. 19:220-230, 1928.) Comment pent on favoriser Vapplica-

tion judiciense du principe de V individualisation de la peine par le juge qui doit statuer sur

la penalite a infligcr au coupable ? In Actes du Congress Penitentiare International de Lon-

dres 11:357-373. State systems of charities and correction. Proc. Amer. Prison Assoc, pp.

307-326. (Republished Amer. Prison Assoc, pp. 1-19; Indiana St. Prison, p. 18.) 1926—
Demarchus C. Brown. Proc. Amer. Prison Assoc, pp. 124-125. The Prothonotary Warbler

nesting in Indiana. Auk 43 :551-552. Is the prison population of the United States increas-

ing? News Letter, Amer. Prison Assoc 6:3-4. Ninth international prison congress. Jour.

Amer. Instit. Crim. Law and Crim. 16:602-609. Land birds at sea. Auk 43:103. 1927—
Some sources of ornithological material and what they tell. Proc Indiana Acsd. Sci. 36:341-

344. (Republished Auk 45:262.) What of your mental health? Char, and Cor. Indiana

Bull. 153:368-374. New Har»>ony (Indiana). (With David Starr Jordan.) Sci. Mon., pp.

468-470. (Republished Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 37:59-62, 1928.) 1928—Some interesting

Indiana bird records. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 37:481-489. (Republished Indiana Aud. Yr.

Bk. 1927:10-13.) Nesting of the Sycamore Warbler. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 37:489-490.

(Republished Auk 45:224-225, 1928.) The European Starling in Indiana. Auk 45:219-221.

(Republished Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 37:479-481, 1928.) An early pioneer and his home.
Yr. Bk. Soc. Indiana Pion., pp. 41-42. 1929

—

The mental hygiene movement in Indiana.

Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull. 167:47-49. The Chuck-wills-widow in Indiana. Proc. Indiana

Acad. Sci. 38:321. (Republished Auk 46:236, 1929.) Federal penal and reformatory in-

stitutions. House of Rep., Seventieth Cong., Second Sess., pp. 93-112. Prisoners and prisons.

House of Rep., Seventieth Cong., Second Sess., pp. 223-263. (Republished Jour. Amer. Inst.

Crim. Law and Crim. 20:182-245, 1929; Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull. 1929:377-429.) Rare
birds in Cincinnati collections. Auk 46:196-199. A southern Indiana sugar camp. Indiana

Aud. Yr. Bk., pp. 3-5. 1930

—

The mental hygiene movement. Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull.,

pp. 60-62. Robert Ridgway. Proc Indiana Acad. Sci. 39:34-35. Roseate Spoonbill in Florida.

Auk 47:75-76. Note on the Roseate Spoonbill in Florida. Auk 47:416. Pottaivattomie

Lodge. Indiana Aud. Yr. Bk., pp. 30-32. What the courts, the prisons, the employer, and
the public should know of the prisoner. Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull. 187:421. (Republished

Jour. Amer. Inst. Crim. Law and Crim. 21:504-512, 1931.) Planning a model prison system.

News Bull., Soc Penal. Infor. 1:16. 1931

—

Premiere question. In Actes du Congres Penal

Penitentiare International de Prague 4:1-15. (Republished, pp. 1-15.) Early days in

Indiana. Indiana Aud. Yr. Bk., pp. 5-8. Some bird records from Florida. Auk 48 :436-439.

1932—Looking backward. Hoosier Outdoors 12:1-6. Ethnology. Ency. Amer. 10:549-553.
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Bibliography. Yr. Bk. Indiana Aud. Soc, 1932. 1934

—

Wild and domesticated elk in the

early days of Franklin County, Indiana. Jour. Mamm. 15:246-248. Remarks at mental

health conference. Char, and Cor. Indiana Bull. 212:53-54. Does Bachman's Warbler winter

in Florida? Auk 51:89. 1935

—

White herons in Indiana. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 44:228-

230. An old Indiana peace medal. Indiana Mag. Hist. 31:317-323. Black vultures in Indiana.

Auk 52:303-304. 1936

—

Vultures in Indiana. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 45:269-272. The
Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus), in Indiana. Auk 53:7. A visit to Easton. Indiana Mag.
Hist. 31:317-323. Oliver Peebles Jenkins. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 45:20-21. 1937—Com-
mon Tern and Wilson's Phalarope nesting in northern Indiana. Auk 54 :390.

In addition to these publications, Dr. Butler prepared the twenty-five Annual Reports
of the Board of State Charities of Indiana, for 1898 to 1923, inclusive.

John B. Dutcher
Decatur, Indiana, Indianapolis, Indiana.

July 17, 1875. July 15, 1937^

Professor John B. Dutcher was born on a farm near Decatur,

Indiana, July 17, 1875, and died of a heart attack at the Long Hospital,

July 15, 1937, lacking but two days of being 62 years of age. Before

entering Indiana University as a student in 1904, he had taught in a

a district school and in the Decatur high school and had studied two
years at Tri-State College. He received the A.B. degree in Physics from
Indiana University in 1906, the A. M., 1907, and the Ph. D. in 1915,

having studied one year while Instructor at the University of Pennsyl-

vania. Professor Dutcher's entire career should be a lesson to those

who feel that one has to have money or a pull to get anywhere in this

life. He was a self-made man, meeting all obstacles and trials with

determination to overcome them and succeed. And he did succeed. He
succeeded in becoming a physics teacher than whom, in the writer's

opinion, the state of Indiana has produced none better. He succeeded in

building up courses in mechanics, heat, optics, and modern physics the

equal of any, anywhere. In spite of lack of adequate funds, he succeeded

in equipping a laboratory in the above subjects, far better than many
laboratories equipped from apparatus catalogues. Half the apparatus

and equipment of his laboratory was designed by him and made in the

Physics Department shop.

The University was not slow in recognizing the peculiar qualities

which made Professor Dutcher such a successful teacher. He was made
an Instructor in Physics in 1907, Assistant Professor in 1909, Associate

Professor in 1915, and Professor in 1922, a position he held until his

death fifteen years later.

Professor Dutcher was a Methodist, a Mason, member of the Amer-
ican Physical Society, Sigma Xi, Phi Beta Kappa, the Indiana Physics

Teachers' Association, and the Board of Directors of the University

Y. M. C. A., and Director and Vice-President of the Workingmen's

Federal Savings and Loan Association. He was a Fellow of the Indiana

Academy of Science, always attending the meetings and taking an active

part in them.

In Dr. Dutcher's death the Indiana Academy loses a faithful and

respected member, the University a brilliant, inspiring, and beloved

teacher, and the state an honored citizen.

—

Arthur L. Foley.
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Stacy Otto Hawkins
Shelby County, Indiana, Gainesville, Florida,

September 6, 1899. July 10, 1937.

Stacy Otto Hawkins, Assistant Plant Pathologist in the Florida

Agricultural Experiment Station, died at Gainesville, Florida, July 10,

1937, after a short illness.

He was born in Shelby County, Indiana, on September 6, 1899. His

early education was received in the public schools of his home county.

He received from Indiana University the A.B. degree in 1923 and the

A.M. in 1926. In the meantime he had taught in Marion College and in

the Marion High School, Marion, Indiana.

In 1925 Mr. Hawkins was appointed Field Assistant in the Depart-

ment of Plant Pathology of the Florida Agricultural Experiment Station

and was located at Homestead to study diseases of tomatoes. His work
resulted in the development of effective methods of control of the nail-

head spot and Phoma rot diseases. In 1931 he was promoted to

Assistant Plant Pathologist, and in 1936 he was transferred to Gaines-

ville to work on treatments for the control of seed- and soil-borne

diseases.

Mr. Hawkins was a member of the American Phytopathological

Society, the Indiana Academy of Science, and the Florida Academy of

Science. Papers which bear his name, as author or co-author are:

1925—Some Xylarias of Indiana. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci., 34:225-29.

1932—Gray leafspot, a new disease of tomatoes. Florida Agr. Exp. Sta.

Bull., 249. 1933—Some effects of lightning on tomato plants. Proc.

Indiana Acad. Sci., 42:57-59. 1934—Control of Phoma rot of tomatoes.

Florida Agr. Exp. Sta. Press Bull., 467. 1937—Experiments for the

control of Phoma rot of tomatoes. Florida Agr. Exp. Sta. Bull., 308.

(To be published as Bulletin of the Florida Agricultural Experiment
Station.) Tomato diseases in Florida in relation to cultural practices.

Ralph Emory Nelson
Fowler, Indiana, W. Lafayette, Indiana,

October 15, 1886. July 1, 1937.

The death of Ralph Emory Nelson, Professor of Organic Chemistry

at Purdue University, took a loyal and distinguished member from the

Indiana Academy of Science on July 1, 1937. The son of Charles and
Minnie Hinkle Nelson, he was born on a farm near Fowler, Indiana.

Following the usual preparatory education in his home community,
he entered Purdue University in 1907 and was graduated from the

School of Science in 1911. His teaching career started that fall in the

Department of Chemistry, where he served in different positions from
laboratory assistant to chairman of the department. He had only

recently resigned the latter position, effective the day before he died.

Twice during the twenty-six years his work was interrupted, once in

1916 to secure a Ph.D. degree at the University of Chicago and again

in 1918 to serve as first lieutenant in the Chemical Warfare Service in

Washington, D. C, in charge of the machine testing of American and

German cannisters for gas masks.
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Professor Nelson was an active worker in organic chemistry, reports

of joint researches with his graduate students appearing frequently in

the Journal of the American Chemical Society. His investigations in-

cluded molecular rearrangements, general synthetic work, particularly

with selenium and vanadium, and the utilization of chlorinated hydro-

carbons. At the time of his death he had just finished proof-reading a

new book, An Outline of Organic Chemistry, written in collaboration

with Professors E. F. Degering and J. R. Harrod.

His outstanding contribution to science was his work as a teacher.

For two decades it was such that his popularity as an instructor of

chemistry has probably not been surpassed at Purdue. Each year he

won the admiration and affection of hundreds of students by his sympa-
thetic understanding of people, by his ability to present chemistry inter-

estingly, and by his own example as a man. The basis for this deserved

popularity is indicated in the words of a former graduate student: "I

have yet to encounter a man having more fine qualities than Dr. Nelson.

He was a teacher of rare ability. To appreciate the depth of his knowl-

edge required more than passing acquaintance, for he never attempted

a superficial display."

In addition to Professor Nelson's membership in scientific organiza-

tions, such as the American Chemical Society, the Indiana Academy of

Science, Sigma Xi, and Phi Lambda Upsilon, he was actively affiliated

with the Theta Chi Fraternity, the Masons, the Christian Church, the

Boy Scouts and the Lions Club. His associates, both in these organiza-

tions and in the Purdue Faculty, will treasure a memory of him which

has been voiced by one of his fellow-Lions: "He was highly esteemed by

the other members for his fine character, even disposition, and balanced

judgment. Ever modest and unassuming, tolerant and unprovocative in

his opinions, he had no enemies and a wealth of friends."

In the passing of Professor R. E. Nelson hundreds of students have

been deprived of a friend, counselor, and worthy example of manhood.

Indiana has lost a splendid citizen and Purdue University an outstanding

teacher and an alumnus of whom the institution could be proud.
—M. G. Mellen
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Will Scott

Houston, Indiana, Indianapolis, Indiana,

April 20, 1877. October 17, 1937.

The innate fineness of character and simplicity of manner which

were typical of Will Scott and which endeared him to all make it

difficult to write these words. Dr. Scott's early academic training at

Indiana State Teachers College, Terre Haute, qualified him as a high

school teacher, and for several years he taught in the New Augusta and

Bloomington High Schools. His first association with Indiana University

came in 1902 when he enrolled in the summer session at the Biological

Station, which he subsequently attended each summer until 1907. He
received the A.B. and A.M. degrees in 1908 and the Ph.D. degree in 1911.

His first university appointment, as a Fellow in Zoology engaged in a

study of cave plankton, was granted in 1907, and from that time until

his death he held the following university positions: instructor, 1908-

1911; assistant professor, 1911-1919; associate professor, 1919-1921;

professor, 1921-1937. He was appointed director of the Biological Sta-

tion in 1920. He was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma Xi, American
Society of Zoologists, Ecological Society, American Association for the

Advancement of Science, and Indiana Academy of Science. He served

as president of the last named in 1935.

Dr. Scott's first scientific publication was an "Ecological Study of

the Plankton of Shawnee Cave," and his viewpoint in all his succeeding

scientific work remained primarily that of an ecologist. The late Dean
Eigenmann influenced his early biological training, but Dr. Scott also

developed independently a very broad outlook on problems of freshwater

biology. Much of his research in later years was devoted to various

aspects of lake and river morphometry and sedimentation, as well as

more strictly biological phenomena. As director of the Biological Sta-

tion, Dr. Scott could be in the field during the summer months, and he

was also given assistance by the State Department of Conservation,

which enabled him on numerous occasions to send students on extensive

surveys of the lake and river systems of the state. This study finally

was the basis for detailed data on nearly one hundred lakes. At tho

time of his death he was engaged in a study of fish scales and egg counts

in game fishes, in order that age might be correlated with rates of growth
and reproduction under various field conditions. According to his own
statement, his research interest was twofold: "An analysis of the

physical, chemical, and biological conditions in the freshwater habitat,"
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and "the various factors which influenced productivity in fresh water."

Throughout all his work he was concerned with the practical application

of his data, but his scientific philosophy can best be summarized by a

statement which he wrote about a year ago: "I have always maintained

that the best practical results are those incidental to general studies."

Dr. Scott was quite informal in his teaching and endeavored to reach

the superior student rather than the average undergraduate. This,

consequently, was an obstacle in some cases for those who were intro-

duced to biology for the first time, but an advanced student found in this

informality the stimulus which can result only from a delightful personal

contact. Dr. Scott drew his lecture material from his personal expe-

rience as well as from a wide knowledge of diverse fields, and the con-

servative way in which he presented his information remains as an ideal

scientific attitude to challenge his colleagues. Will Scott exerted a pro-

found influence upon the development of not only his own students,

but also all those who came to know him during their formative years as

graduate students. A kindness which dulled the sharp edge of criticism

and a willingness to help at any time were characteristics of the man.

A consideration of Dr. Scott's contributions to science and the

University precludes any extensive reference of a more personal nature.

Suffice it to say, however, that he gave unselfishly of time and energy

to his community, and that there are many who feel the loss of his

personal friendship more keenly than they do his loss to science. He
cared little for personal reward and nothing at all for ostentation, and

he leaves to us the memory of excellent scientific achievement which was
mellowed by a gracious personality.

—

W. R. Breneman.


