
recognized anist, critic and theoretician on contem- 

a Distinguished Professor at the University of IUinois, 

Spector has been writing about books, which he 

uses in his own work, since we are in an age when the book as a con- 

veyor of culture, its traditional purpose, is under assault at the hands 

of the electronic media. Rather than focusing on a sense of loss, Spector 

has created a body of work which transforms the book from an ob- 

ject of communication into an object of the imagination, metaphorically 

encouraging a 'memory of reading.' In these essays, some of which 

have been reprinted from Aflfon~m, Dialogue, exhibition catalogue es- 

says, symposia, etc., Spector explores the act of reading, the fetish- 

ism of the book object, meditations on Broodthaers and Baldessari, 

Anselm Kiefer and Wal:er Hamady, as well as some new essays writ- 

ten especially for this book. 
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