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Umbrellas 
Drenched 
In History 

By CATHY SILVER 

HE umbrella - an everyday 
object we take tot@ly for 
granted,- was once castigated 
as sacrilegious and cawed a 

near-riot in its American debut. Al- 
thou& today's status-seekers find shel- 
ter under iunbrellas monogrammed 
with designen' initials, in the early 
17th century an umbrella was a sim of 
low status-since it meant that &had 
no carriage. 

Umbrellas have a past at least 3.000 
years old. In the West, 1% fictional in- 
bentor was R o b i n -  Crusoe, in the 
nwel by Daniel Defoe published in 
1719. The umbrella that the' ship 
wrecked hem cleverlv fashioned for 
hmmlf became so $ell known that 
later in the 18th century when umbrel- 
las came into wide use, they were 
called Robinsons in England. Urnhmf- 
las are descendants Of sunshades 
(parasols, from Latin, meaatag to 
ward off the sun), and an ancestor of . .-. - -. 

rids. and ~ovem. -0, with your water- 

? ' $  pmfed fabnu, $7-$10: frame, 55 (& 
dividul nhs not usually rcplad);  

" 9  handles, imm SZ; open  seam^, S; par Easr sprurgs,S; tip, a. 
alti- Gloria umbreh Campany, 39 
the first Street (4757388). Jack WasSaman, 
1m ?ha 

---- - -. - - - ,... - - . . 
im this I 33%). ~ i lbert  Center, owner. 
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Leavenworth Jackson with un 
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