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nfor:mation published by international 
in. te rgovernmental organizations (IGOs) 
on the Internet is rich, varied, authorita
tive , and sure to please your library users. 
These are excellent sources of informa

tion on countries and regions of the world. IGOs 
publish on a broad range of subject areas covered in 
this article: agricu lture and food , business and finance, 
copyright and intellectual property, culture, economics 
and economic development, education, energy, envi
ronment, foreign affairs, health , labor, law, regional 
affairs, trade, transportation and much more. The 
a tivities of the IGOs are reported in current news and 
cover hot topics that library users want to know about. 
The type of information published at no fee on the 
Internet by IGOs includes current news, online full-text 
magazines and journals, information on individual 
countries, statistical data, governmental policy and 
treaties, research and development, and much more. 
This article will introduce and describe major Internet 
subject resources produced by international intergov
ernmental organ izations that supply quality information 
for librarians. 

Th electronic government information included in 
this article is selected based on the criteria of being 
introductory material, user-friendly for the high school 
or college age student, no-fee access, and reliability and 
authority of the publishing organization. A special focus 
is online no-fee publications, searchable databases, and 
web site . All of the resources described are suitable for 
library web ites and student and research guides. They 
wou ld al o b excellent included in a library's virtual 
referen e shelf on international topic and country 
information. If not indicated , the resources are no-fee; 
ubscription is noted where applicable. A few selected 

resources published by the United States Government 
are included because of their global coverage. Because 
thi is an introduction, there are many organizations 
n tin luded . Th ones selected are respected sources 
of information about these topics and about specific 
region of the world. 

Th topics are arranged alphabetically by subject 
and identify significant IGO publishers, resources and 
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URls. At the end of the article, to supplement these 
subjects, a list of comprehensive web sites are de
scribed. These will help librarians and users find 
general resource , indexes, gateways, research assis
tance, and portals on the web. 

IGOs have been carefully improving the delivery of 
their information via the Internet to improve ease of 
access, and to make the information delivery user
friendly to the public, students, and the press, as well 
as to government officials. Some resources are specifi
cally geared to younger students K-12, and others to 
college students and researchers. Certainly, high school 
students will find information published by TGOs 
valuable for working on papers, speeches, country 
reports, or even on a model United at.ions program . 
This article provides some guidance about the appro
priate level of the information described. For junior 
high level, look for age 10 and older. If not indicated, 
resources would be most appropriate for college 
students and older; high school librarians and students 
may want to try them and judge for themselves. 

An international intergovernmental organization 
(IGO) is defined as an organization that includes many 
governments as members, and which works on an 
international level to solve problems of concern to 
many of the members. This article will focus on those 
organizations with a worldwide scope, a large number 
of member governments, and respected providers of 
information. Only one or two organizations among 
many were selected to highlight each subject area. 
Users are encouraged to explore information provided 
by each Internet site under further links, the search 
engines, the site indexes, and hot topics . 

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations web site 

<http://www.fao .org> 

This is the main international intergovernmental 
organization devoted to issues of global food and 
agriculture. Its publications analyze worldwide condi
tions of food and agriculture, fisherie , forest and food 
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security. The following reports provide excellent 
information global and country information and 
analysis on each topic. All current issue and executive 
summaries are available in full-te.A't on.line at 
<http://wwv..fao.org/ o mdex_en .htm>. 

• The State of Food and Agriculturn is an annual title 
focu ed on a special theme each year in chapter 
o n pecific i sue . It includes graphic and statisti
cal cables and infom1ation by country. 

• The State of the World's Fisheries i publi hed 
every cwo year with a global view of the condition 
of capture fi herie and farm fi heries (aquacul
ture) , including tatistics. 

• The State of the World 's Forest i publi bed every 
two years on the conditions of the world's forest . 

• The State of Food Insecurity in the World is an 
annual report that cover the effort e r by tlle 
World Food Summit to reduce malnourishment in 
the world and food in ecurity (defined as people 
living in hunger and fearing starvation) . 

BUSINESS AND FINANCE 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
web site <http://www.imf.org> 

The IMF is an international organization that was 
formed to promote international economic and finan
cial stabili ty. It addresses monetary problems, economic 
policy and many other issues of chis type. Under the 
Publications categories, users can link to online full-text 
country reports from 1997 on . The IMF home page 
links to student sections for 5tl1 grader on up through 
high school. Also, its online glossary of financial cerm 
is valuable for students and researchers. The web site is 
searchable and has a site index. 

In addition to no-fee information, there are several 
excellent references sources from the IMF tllat are 
subscription only. Ics International Financial 
Statistics would be of great interest to researchers at 
the college level and beyond and provides historical 
economic and financials statistic for individual mem
ber countries of the IMF. This title is available as CD, 
print monthly periodical, and online database. 

Country Infonnation web site , by the Interna
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
<http://www.imf.org/external/country/index.htm> 

This web site links to individual country pages with 
text and data reports on economic conditions, financial 
information exchange rates, and much more at no fee. 
It is available on the IMF home page as a Country Info 
link and an Information by Country A-Z Ii t. Click on 
World Economic Outlook" and "Financial Position in 
the Fund for summary online economic and financial 
information. 
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World Economic Outlook by the Internacional 
Monetary Fund. <http :/, rww.imf.or external/pub /ft./ 
weo eorept .htm> 

Thi emi-annual reference title provid s a um
mary ovenriew of global conomic trend and indi
vidual country economie . It discu es major global 
issues and economic de e lopments v.rith t >..'t and data. 
It is online in PDF format at no barge from 199 , and 
i also available in print an online subscription databa e 
and in print. 

ECONOMICS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) 
web site <http://www.oecd .or > 

The OECD i an international global rga.nization of 
industrial ized governm nc active in e onomi oopera
tion and development. It is highly re peered for the 
quality of it publications it a.naly i. f government 
policy and tatisti a.I data. Many of its o nlin re ·ources 
a.re on ly avai lable tlu·ough ub cription, however som 
summary information can a.I o be found at no charge. 

ser can depend on OECD for r vi v.ring individual 
country econom ies and polici , a one of the E D' 
key objectives i to help government by identifying 
government poU ie that work in the most urr nt 
enviro nments. The material is best suited for ·ollege
level tudents who a.r Icier, and perhaps some high 
school student . 

• The Count1y Information ategory from the 
homepage links u ers to a dir tory of hotlink f 
OECD information publications, and tatistics n 
individual countries. 

• The OECD Economic Outlook i a report i su cl 
semiannually since 1967 that cov rs and analyzes 
economic trends globally and for countries. Mainly 
available in print, CD or e le u·o ni sub ription 
packages, some summary information and racisci
cal rabies from the publi ation are avai lable online 
ac no charge. 

• One of its main series i the E D E onomi 
Surveys, since 1968 providing regu lar urvey on 
individual OECD member countries, and some 
non-member countrie . E D analyse economi 
conditions, best practices and policies and makes 
recommendations for each country. TheCountry 
Surveillance page will link users to selected sum 
ma.ry information online at no charge. A short 
version of the survey on each country economic 
survey page, a Policy Brief gives the executive 
summary and OECD recommendations, but 
without the derailed ana.lysi . 
<http ://www.oecd.org/infobycountry/0,2646,en _ 
2649_34111_1_1_1_1_1 ,00 .htmJ> (Link to: OECD 
home> Economics Dept. > Country un1eillance.) 
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United Nations Regional Economic Commissions 

The Regional Economic Commissions in the nited 
ation sy tern of organizations each cover a region of 

the world: Africa, Asia, Europe Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and Western Asia. The Commi ions collect 
and dis eminate information to promote economic 
growth in their region by publishing on line databases 
or publications such as economics urvey , economjc 
stati tical bulletins, or yearbook with a variety of 
current and historical statistical data. They are excellent 
re ource for their region at the college level and 
beyond . The web ice provide many online full-text 
publications at no charge . Each provide online publi-
ation , databases, speed1es, meeting, new , archive 

and web Link . Here are the complete names of the e 
com mi ion , the city of their main office, and their 
web ice addres es. 

• United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa (UNECA) web site. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
<http ://wwW.uneca.org/> 

• United Nations Economic Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (UNESCAP) Bangkok, Thailand. 
< http ://wwW. unescap.org/> 

• United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) web ite. Geneva, witzerland. 
<http://wwW.unece.org> 

• United Nations Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (UNECLAC) 
(English) web site . Santiago, Chile. 
<http://wwW.eclac.cl/default.asp?idioma=I > 

• United Nations Economic Commission for 
Western Asia (UNESCWA) web site. Beirut. 
Lebanon . <http://wwW.escwa.org. lb/ > 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

World Bank Group 
web site <http ://www.worldbank.org/> 

The World Bank is a major global development 
organizati n and a significant publisher of development 
information and data. It provide development a sis
ta.nce to ountri s with finance , expertise, information 
and service . Most of their publications are available 
through ubscription but its web site World Bank also 
provide mu h information at no fee. A pecial resource 
section for kids and school is appropriate for students 
IO years and older and include games, a glos ary, 
current events such as Tsunami relief and teachers' 
guides. ncler hot topic from the home page u ers 
may find definition and descriptions of subject of 
current inter t relating to poverty, reconstruction 
(Iraq) debt relief for countrie , specific countries such 
a Afghanistan and much more. 
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The Data and Statistics category on the home page 
lead u ers directly to information such as key tatistics 
by country. Also from the home page, the category 
Report and Document provide searching by country 
and ector (agriculture, education , energy, environ
ment, etc.) 

World Development Report, by the World Bank. 
(print CD, electronic subscription title WDI Online) . 
Available full-text online at no-fee from 2002 at <http:// 
econ.worldbank.org!wdr/ > 

This is an excellent reference title covering eco
nomk development of countries of t11e world. It 
includes element that are u ed to measure develop
ment such as demographics, poverty, economic condi
tions, health and more. It has been publi hed annually 
since 1978 and each edition focuses on a specific theme 
and includes graphics, statistical tables, and a detailed 
bibliography. Approximately 148 economies and 14 
regional groups are covered. 

EDUCATION 

IBE Databan.ks: Country Dossiers and World 
Data on Education by the International Bureau of 
Education, ESCO. <http://wwW.ibe.unesco.org/ 
lnternational/Databanks/dba.h tm > 

The International Bureau of Education (IBE) is an 
agency devoted to the promotion of global education 
since 1929 and organized under U ESCO (The nited 

ations Educational and Scientific Cooperative Organi
zation). The IBE also sponsors the regularly held 
International Conference on Education, and the 
national reports submitted by the countries attending 
the conference are available under tl1e category "Inter
national Activitie " on the home page, and at <http:// 
www.ibe.unesco.org/International/ICE/icehome.htm >. 

ince 1934, this conference has been a forum for the 
Ministers of Education from countries of tl1e world. 

• Country Dossiers i a significant online educational 
databank tl1at contains country proftles and official 
documents on education. 

• World Data on Education is a significant educa
tional databank containing national educational 
reports and web Links for individual countries. 

New Courier, by the United ations Educational , 
ciencific and Cultural Organization ( ESCO). 

<http ://www.unesco.org/courier> 

Each issue of tl1i quarterly magazine reports on a 
major topic in global education, scientific research, 
communication, and cultural heritage. It a l o reports 
on ne co activities in the world, news and publica
tions. It is searchable online and has been archived 
since 1998. It was a monthly magazine from 1989-2001 
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under the title Unesco Courie1·. It has attracth e 
colored photographs and illu trations and is appropri
ate for high school students and older. 

ENERGY 

International Energy Agency 
web site <http ://www.iea.org/> 

The comprehen ive searchable web site of the 
International Energy Agency provides access to global 
energy information, publications, and stati tics . ews 
and highlights of current information is featured on the 
homepage. The organization is active in collecting and 
disseminating informatio n on energy in many forms 
such as oil gas, coal and electricity. Of pecial note i 
the IEA's annual publicatio n World Energy Outlook, 
also described here, and "Country Studies' category 
available from the home page. Country Studies link to 
summary information free o nline for individual coun
tries, including a table of contents, executive summary 
and sample statistical tables (fu ll-text tudie are sales 
publications only. Although many of the IEA's publica
tions are for ale users will also fi nd much information 
online at no charge. 

The International Energy Agency is an independent 
agency linked with the Organisation for Economic Co
operation and Development (OECD) and based in 
Paris, serving as the energy forum for 26 member 
countries. The IEA is the energy forum for 26 Member 
countries. Their activities include informatio n and 
making policies on the worldwide supply of o il and 
other energy, coping with energy emergencies, and 
improving the efficiency of energy use and its e nviron
mental impacts . 

The International Energy Agency home page 
provides access to energy policies of individual coun
tries of the world under the category Country Studies. 
Publications are organized alphabetically and by 
subject. Energy Efficiency Update provides summaries 
of countries' energy use. Statistics are also available. A 
searchable database provides information by type of 
energy (oil, gas, etc.) and by country. It is appropriate 
for students 10 years and older. 

World Energy Outlook , by the Economic Analysis 
Division, International Energy Agency 
<http ://www.worldenergyoutlook.org/weo/pubs/ 
index.asp> (Print and electronic subscription title, 
earlier issue free of charge online) 1977-

This title summarizes energy world·wide with 
projections for approximately 25 years on the supply 
and demand of oil, gas, coal, renewable energy sources, 
nuclear power and electricity in text witl1 accompany
ing statistical tables . World tatistics and statistics on 18 
major regions are included. Some earlier issues are 
available onJine at no charge in PDF format. Historical 
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data and analysis i appropriate for college students 
and older. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Global Environment Outlook by tl1e nited 
ations Environment Programme EP) (Free online 

re ource and print reports) 
<http:/. rwv.r.unep.or GEO/> 

Thi i a omprehensh e report on the state of tl1e 
environment in region and countrie of the world 
availab le in full online at no charge (click o n the book 
co er to access the report ). It al o provides quick 
environmental fact heet and summaries from tl1e 
ho me page. nder the category "GEO Edu cation" a.re 
teacher guides for education of primary age students 
and o lder and publication for childre n o n th environ
me nt. 

Ou1· Planet: the Magazine of the United 
Nations Environment Programme, by tl1e nited 

ations Environment Programme ( EP) 
<http://www.ourplaner.com/ > (print and o nJine 
resource) 

This bimo nthly illustrated magazine report o n 
environmental issues and trend that concern th 
people of tl1e world. It is appropriate for high hool 
age and older and includes interview f int re ting 
people on environmental ropic . First publi hed in 
1989, it particularly focuse o n e nvironmentally u tain
able develo pment. Each issue is n a pecial theme, a 
conference, an event, or i ue and it report , debates, 
and analyzes many aspects of the topic. Full-te.,'(t i ue 
are free online since May 1996. Articles are availabl in 
HTML, but for full illustration select the PDF version. 

United Nations Envfronment Programme 
(UNEP) web site <http: /. rww. unep.org> 

The major international intergovernmental organi-
zation working on global environment conce rn , EP 
is in the United ations sy te rn of organizatio n and bas 
tl1e mission co encourage partnership and ru"ing 
worldwide for the environment . Thi rgan izatio n 
publishes an annual title, The tate of the Environment, 
available o nly by subscriptio n. However, mu h informa
tion in the form of o nline publicatio ns n w , databas s, 
and statistics are available at no charge on its sear hable 
Internet site. Environmental copies covered include 
biodiversity, atmospheric conditions, marine, freshwa
ter, land, urban issues, environmental treaties, and 
much more 

The category Resources links to special information 
by user: Children and Youth, Scientists, Government, 
Civil Society, etc. Under Children are games, stories, 
environmental activities, publications, and even compe
tition for primary chool-age cl1ildren. nder Youth 
are special youth projects sponsored by U EP, facts 
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and figures on the state of the environment, photos, 
and live chat. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Chiefs of State and Cabinet Ministers of For
eign Governments, by the .S. Central Intelligence 
Agency. Washington, D.C. 
<http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/chiefs/ 
index.html> 

This resource, previously published in paper, is 
now regularly updated on line by the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency, and is an alphabetical directory by 
country for the chief heads of governments. It includes 
the .S ambassador to the country. The home page 
provides a guide to abbreviations and a search engine. 

Countries and Regions web site, by the .S. 
Department of tare 
<http ://www.state.gov/countrie / > 

Thi site provides background material for earch
ers, especially in two titles, Background Notes and 
World Pactbook . Background Notes is a quick snapshot 
of an individual country's current condition, economi
caUy, socially and politically, in a short article, while the 
World Pactbook provides everal pages of information, 
history, statistics, and current political status for each 
country. Both are exceUent reference resources for high 
school students. 

HEALTH 

World Health Organization (WHO) 
web ite <http ://www.who.org> 

The objective of WHO as an organization is the 
attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of 
health , as tared in the organization's mission state
ment. WHO provides much information on disease and 
the condition of health globally and in specific coun
tries , and works with international health regulation. It 
reports on health risk related to travel, immunizations 
required, and i su es travel warning . Under the home 
page category Traveller's Health users will find the 
annual reference report International Travel and 
Health. 

WHO also collects and publishes health statistical 
data. An online searchable statistical database named 
WHOSIS (WHO Statistical Information System) <http:// 
www.who.int/whosis/index.btml> provides access to 
scatistic by health topic, specific disease, and by 
country and region. Topics covered include HIV/AIDS, 
drug information, immunization, health personnel, 
population, micronutrients, alcohol, and immunization. 

ser wi ll also find an online searchable dacabase, Core 
Health Indicators, and can construct statistical tables 
for indicators, country and year (from 1997) for WHO 
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member countries. This database is appropriate for 
students 10 years and older. 

Also of note for bibliographic information, is th.e 
library database for general health information, tl1e 
WHOLIS Library and Information Networks for Knowl
edge database < http ://www.who.int/hlt/virtuallibrary/ 
English/virtuallib.htm> , linking under the WHO home 
page category Research Tools . The category Publica
tions, from the home page of WHO, links to major 
online reports and journals, and a bookshop. WHO has 
published its scholarly journal, the Bulletin of the 
World Health Organization: the International]ournal 
of Public Health , <http://www.who.int/bulletin>, since 
1948 when WHO wa formed as an organization. The 
Bulletin is online at no fee , searchable, and covers 
health from a scientific and scholarly perspective. 

World Health Report, by the World Health 
Organization. <http://www.who.int/homereports.html> 

This illustrated annual report has been published 
since 1948 and is available full-text on the Internet from 
1995, covering specific health topics by chapter. Each 
issue has a distinctive title, a specific theme important 
to global health , an overview, and a statistical appendix 
with country statistics. The purpose of this report is to 
help policy-makers to make wise choices in the arena of 
health. Some themes of past issues were global health 
emergencies, major threats to health such as AIDS and 
SARS, promoting a healthy lifestyle and mental health. 
Illustrations include charts, graphs and photographs. 
This report is appropriate for the high-school level and 
older. 

LABOR 

International Labour Organization (ILO) 
web site <http ://www.ilo.org/> 

The ILO's home page provides news, publications, 
statistics, and highlights on current global labor issues 
and workers concerns, including labor rights, occupa
tional safeties, treaties, regulations, and information. 
The International Labour Organization (ILO) is a 
specialized agency within the United ations system 
working to promote social justice and internationally 
recognized human and labor rights and it began prior 
to tl1e United Nations in 1919. Its searchable web site 
contains thematic links and information from the yearly 
110 conference, as well a publications. Also available 
are a searchable photo gallery, and videoclips on ILO 
activities, and reports that are appropriate for students 
10 years and older. 

Under the home page category Information Re
sources, users have full access to the ILO's free online 
scholarly journal, the International Labour Review; the 
World of Work: the Magazine of the !LO, the World 
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EmploJ ment Report and the statistical database 
I.ABORSTA, <http://labor ta.ilo .org/> which provide 
statistics by country. Information Resource al o links 
to many other publications and ILO databases. 

LAW 

EUR-Lex: The Portal to Eut·opean Union Law 
web ite. Luxembourg: Office for Official Publications of 
the European Communities. 
<http://europa.eu .int/eur-lex/en/> 

Thi i a single gateway entry to all European nion 
(E legal texts. EUR-Lex explain the E legal process, 
and provides a glo ary. It links to many year of E ' 
daily Official journal which contains legislative infor
mation and notices, online documents of public 
interest, treaties of the E , propo al law and earch
able case law information. 

International Court of justice web ite. The 
Hague, etherland . <http:/,/\vww.icj-cij .org/icjwww/ 
icj002.htm> 

The International Court of Justice is the main 
judicial body of the nited ations and its earchable 
web ites links to comprehensive information on 
justice, law and legal material relating to the nitecl 

ations. Information includes news decisions, docket , 
general information, official documents of the Court, 
and publications. Well-known cases in the news delib
erated by d1e Court concern genocide and human 
rights violations in Bosnia and Rwanda. 

United Nation: International Law P01-tal web site, 
by the nited ations. ewYork. <http ://www.un.org/ 
law/ > 

This site is a user-friendly law portal to all law
relatecl websites of the nited ations. A comprehen
sive portal of relevant law-related websites of the 
United ations, this site includes links to the General 
Assembly's, Office of Legal Affairs, Treaties, Laws of the 
Sea, International Tracie Law, Codification of Interna
tional Law, International Law Commis ion, Other Legal 
Areas, International Court of Justice, International 
Criminal Court, International Criminal Tribunal for 
Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) , International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), Documents Research 
Guide, and Technical Assistance to States. 

SCIENCE 

CERN (EUt·opean Organisation for Nuclear 
Research) web site <http://public.web.cern.ch/ > 

Famous for its connection to the invention of the 
World Wide Web, thi research center for physics 
features a student education portal, under Education 
on d1e home page, at <http ://public.web.cern.ch/ 
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Publi Content/Chapter ducation/Education
en.html>. Online cience resources are a ailable for 
student and teacher including an interactive web site, 
downloadable phy ic game , poster experiment 
lecture , and link to od1er science web sites. Thi 
information is appropriate for students 10 year and 
older. 

CORDIS, Community Research & Development 
Information Set-vice web site. <http://www. ordi .Lu/ 
en/home.html> 

Thi searchable web sit provid a compreh n ive 
gateway to the re earch information of d1e European 

nion (E and ontain th matic and A-Z indexe . It 
provides earching a ro the many databa e , w b sites 
and publication of the agen i s of th European 
Union . 

World Meteornlogical Organization (WMO) 
web site, a nited ations Specialized Ag ncy. <http :// 
'l:vww.v.11110 . md x- n .html> 

This is the main international int rgov mm ntal 
organization on " earner and climat . It oor linate 
scientific activities on weather for publi u . Through 
its online service oriel ead1 r at h ~ , it 
provides continually updated world~.vid w ather 
information through memb r-op rat d ob rvation 
systems and telecommunication links with four polar
orbiting and five geostationary satelli tes, 

SOCIAL CONDITIONS AND SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Repat-t on the Wo1'ld Social Situation, prepa.i· d 
by the Division for ocial Policy and D velopm nt of 
the Department of Economi and ocia.l Affair , nit d 

ations <http ://www.un.org/e a/socdev/rwss/ 
index.html> 1952- (paper and on line) 

This series of annual reports ach on a p ial, 
social meme provide an in-cl pd1 dis ussion of p cifi 
worldwide social problems and ummarize global 
developments seen from a so ial p rsp tiv . Tntrodu -
tions, summaries and con Lu ions are lrawn and 
information is avai labl for individual ountri . The 
Division for Social Poli y and D v lopment, D parc
ment of Economic and ocial Affair , United acions, 
also provides a r search web portal on gov mm nt 
social pol icy and cl velopment in it Gateway to Social 
Policy and Development web site, <http://www.un.org/ 
esa/socdev/index.html>. This is an Internet gateway 
leading to comprehensive e lectronic information in the 
United ations system published in on social concerns. 

World Economic and Social Su1-vey: Trends 
and Policies in the World Economy, by the nited 

ation Department of Economic and ocial Affairs . 
1949- (variou titles) <http ://wv.rw.un.org/esa/analysis/ 
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wess/ > (Selected sections online, including Chapter 1 
"The State of the World Economy") 

This annual reference title is an analysis of current 
developments in the world economy and in emerging 
ocial and development policy issues. This title also 

covers major developments in international trade and 
financial resources of developing countries. It contains 
a forecast of short-term global and regional economic 
trends. Statistical tables give standardized data on 
macroeconomic, international trade and finance. 
Although the current title is subscription only, some 
sections are available online at no charge since 1994. 
The first chapter is a summary of tl1e state of tl1e global 
economy and is particularly useful as an overview for 
high school students and older. 

Human Development Report, by the United 
ations Development Programme (UNDP) <http:// 

hdr.undp.org/reporcs/ > (Under the category "Global") 

This annual report provides an independent, 
critical analysis of global human development with the 
purpose of assisting the growth of human develop
ment. It include detailed country data on human social 
conditions and economics conditions. Each report has a 
specific theme concerning tl1e topic of development 
and is illustrated with boxes, figures, along with a 
separate section of statistical tables. 

The United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) , <http://www.undp.org>, is the United 
Nations global development network, an international 
intergovernmental organization which advocates for 
change through knowledge, information and resources 
to help people lead a better life. The UNDP works in 
approximately 166 countries witl1 activities mainly in 
these areas: democratic governance; poverty reduction; 
crisis prevention and recovery; energy and environ
ment; and information and communications. Its web 
site provides much more additional information on 
development. 

TRADE 

UNCTAD Handbook of Statistics, by the United 
ati ns onference on Trade and Development 

(U CTAD) <http ://www.unctad.org> (print, CD- and 
no-fee Internet) 

This annual report provides statistical data for 
J -- ' ........... .., .. -· .......... ~ ................... 

analysi on international trade, investment and devel
opment for individual country and trade groups. It is 
appropriate for college age students and older. For 
younger students, or for access to quick statistics, tl1e 
online database GLOBSTAT <http ://globscat.unccad.org/> 
provides free access to key statistics presented in easy
to-read cables and charts witl1 accompanying, concise 
explanations. 
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UNCTAD al o publishes other reference titles 
annually on its web site which discuss world trade 
issues and provide comparative trade statistics. For 
example, its Trade and Development Report specifically 
discusses trade strategies and policies issues for devel
oping countries. 

World Trade Organization (WTO) web site. 
< http ://www.wto.org> 

WTO is the foremost worldwide international 
intergovernmental organization active in trade, and its 
web site is an excellent beginning re ource for trade 
information. It provides information for a wide range of 
users, from students, co general users, to researchers. 
Its home page features an A-Z section of subjects 
organized alphabetically and it is searchable, with a site 
map and links to news, resources, documents, data, 
and trade topics. The A-Z lists publication titles, trade 
subjects, and general topics, such as speeches and 
FAQs. One of its main statistical titles is the annual 
International Trade Statistics, by tl1e World Trade 
Organization 's Statistics Division. <http://www.wto.org/ 
english/res_e/statis_e/statis_e.htm> Current issues are 
online in PDF format and as a searchable database and 
include world comparative trade statistics by country, 
along with imports and exports. 

OTHER COMPREHENSIVE LINKS: 

Europa: European nion Online web site. Publications 
Office. Brussels, Belgium. <http://www.europa.eu.int/ > 

From 1995 tl1e web site of the European Union 
online, nan1ed Europa serves as a gateway to online 
information gathered and disseminated by the many 
bodies witl1in the European nion system. The tl1emes 
covered by the activitie of this organization are very 
broad, including information about the European 
member countries of the organizations and also about 
countries worldwide. The site covers news, activities, 
and basic faces about the EU; official documents; and 
information sources. The category Information Sources 
links to an alphabetical list of information, publications, 
and databases by name and type, along with a general 
guide to finding information on Europa. EU at a Glance 
is a good starting place for a beginning user because it 
gives background on EU activities and organization. 
The Activities category links to information on specific 
subjects in the European Union. 
J \.H..IJ-t....L.:> U! LI.I.\... J....U.J.Ut•"• ... Lli.l HJ.VU. 

INDIGO (Indiana Networking for Documents 
and Information of Government Organizations) 
<http://www.lib.purdue.edu/govdocs/indigo.htrnl> 

This organization links to libraries around tl1e state 
which provide further assistance witl1 international and 
foreign government information or will connect users 
with government information specialists who can make 
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referral . In particular, the Indiana University 
Bloomington, GIMSS: Government Information, 
Microforms and Statistical Services Departm.ent 
<http://www.Librarie .iub.edu mdex.php?pageld 
=285> is a European nion depo itory library and a 

nited 1 ations depository library and provide refer
ence assistance for international gmernment informa
tion . Other libraries al o prmide links to Internet 
resources and government pecialists among them Ball 
State, IUP I Indiana l. niversity Purdue ni er ity Fort 
Wayne, otre Dame, and Purdue niversity. 

International Docu1nents Task Force web ite 
by GODORT (Government Document Round Table of 
the American Library As ociation) 
<http://www.library.uiuc.edu/doc 1dtf/home.htm> 

This organization Link to elected, high quality 
sites indexing and providing access to international 
intergovernmental organization . It links to online 
indexes for the organizations themseh es and al o for 
library ire organizing this type of information. It al o 
features a Cataloging Toolbox for international docu
ments, which annotates resources available on the web 
for library catalogers. 

United Nations web site. ewYork. 
<http ://wwv.r.un.org> 

The home page of the nited ations ) links to 
information about the nited ations and its main 
bodies, general documentation, maps, publication , 
databases, and is ue on the agenda. A search 
engine and a site index are available . Of particular note 
for K-12 users are the nitecl ations Cyberschoolbus 
resources <http ://www.un.org/Pubs/Cyber choolBus/ 
index.html>. It contains online searchable database 
such a InfoNation and Count,.y at a Glance which 
permit users to quickly find information and statistic 
on nited ations member nations, as well as an 
introduction to the nited ations and much more. 
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