
hi issue in cop right intorma­
originated '------=======================-.;..J rion . Librarians in all 
~ ith a "call" tor Guest Editor that ap- type of librari s have the unique opporruniry ro 
peared in Focus on Indiana Librm·ies. cducat their u crs ab ut intelle tual property law, 

One of my primary areas of research is intellectual particularly copyright. Through this education , librar-
propcrty law. Initially I h itated in C\Cn preparing a ians may be helping their organizations ro avoid 
proposal, wondering whether thi topic would be of litigation , dispelling m "T.h that everything on the 
intere t to the Indiana library community. A meeting Internet is publi clom·tin and that proper citation is 
with the ILF Publications Committee proved that thi enough to sari !y cop right law. 
concern ~vas untoundcd and that there was trong 

ror thi issue, l fir r invited librarians rrom around 
support tor an issue that' ould highlight the impact of 

the state with expertise in int llectual properry matters 
copyright, trademark, and patent law on library services 

ro contribute articles . A " all tor 1 apcrs" appear ct in 
and operatio ns. 

Focus. This methodology gcn ·rated inter ·sring an l 
My premise fo r the issue i · that all librarians need pracri al anicles on e-rcscrvcs, copyright in ·olle ·tion 

to know ·omething about intellectual property law. development, patent car ·hing, and trademark s arch-
Copyright law has m oved to the forefront of library ing. Kenne th Cre,v · graciou ly contributed an arri l · 
management, with the In ternet and other technologies on the history of the Cop right Management Center ar 
im pacting a variety of library operations, including l UPUI. Then the direction lor the is uc be ·a me more 
interli brary lmtn , web s ite creation, collection develop- expansive . [attended rh · Mid·wc 't rn lnrcllc ·tu ·tl 
ment, elccu·onic reserve , and database acccs . l [ow- Property Law Symposium in August and heard a 
ever, there are other rea ons for librarian robe aware number of outstanding presentations on the develo p-
of in te llectual property law. Support tor technology ment of automated systems lo r better processing or 
transfer ~ ill be an imponanr role of academic librarians patent trademark, and copyright appli arions as w ·II 
in the future. According to a recen t pres release from as on the Digital Millennium Copyright A r. Even 
rhe Association of nive rsity Techno logy Managers though the rimcframe ' as short , r:recl Cat lndiana 
(A TM), "more than S33 .5 billio n in economic activity Ll niv rsity School of Law - Bloom ingto n, Cra ig MotTi ·, 
an d 280,000 jobs are d irectly attributable ro the com- U.S. Parent and Trademark 0111 ·e, and Ma ry Levering, 
mercializatio n of acad emic resea rch in 1998." 1 Publ ic U.S . Copyright Ollke, r adi ly agreed to provide an i ·le · 
librarians may be asked questio ns about searching and ba cd on their presentations from the Symposium . 
applying fo r trademarks and patents, as public libraries I hope this issue help · you ro be tter undcn:aand 
become even more crucial resource for entrepreneurs 

rhe intricacies f intellectual property law and ho 'v 
and small businesses. Special librarians, particu larly 

rhey affect our se rvices and our patrons. 
those in the corporate are na, must always stay current 
o n intellectual property law matter ·. hool librarians, 
acade mic librarians, and med ia specialists must be 
awa re of changes in copyright law, particu larly as the ir 
institutio ns become mo re invo lved in the development 
o f multimedia, web-based curricula, and d istance 
learning. Teachers, taculty members, and ad mini ·rraror · 
may turn ro the librarian in these settings for the latest 

l!tdi,mll IJ!mJTir<, ln!el!tdrml l'mp<r1J' 

NOTE 
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