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r 7J[ ore than 100 years ago, on June , 

~ 
1902, a report a. ubmitted to the 
l 'nited rates Congres to reimbur. e 
the claimant for conducting an 

J 
expedition from Fo11 Sheridan in 

1877 to r 'turn a group of American Indians, under the 
leadersh ip of Chief Crazy Hor ·e, to their rescr arion .1 

Thi:; is onl y one . ma ll exampl of the way in which 
Am •rican Indians arc documented in federal publica
tions. 

American Indians are different in their relationship 
w ith the federa l go ernment than other minority 
groups, in that thei r tribal governm nts have a forma l 
relation. hip with the .S. Government et forth in the 

on. titution, treatie , statutes and va riou coun 
de i. ion . o other ethnic group in this country has 
this relationsh ip. lntera tion berv een feel rally r cog
niz 'ci tribes and the f ·deral gov rru11ent is that of a 
governm nt-ro-government relation hip and, by treaty, 
the nit ·d Sta t s agrees to pro icl certain b nefits to 
tribal groups. 2 IlL Lori ·a lly this relationship ha gener
ated many federal documents and continues to do so. 

ILLUSTRATION 1. Th , Hopi Koyala (Ko hari) ar 
·on id 'r d to he !own I achinas. They behav in the 
manner of Pueblo ciO\· ns, engaging in loud conversa
tion, iiYtpprorriarc actions and f cour e, gluttony. 
Th 'Y ' tr' o ften drummer for the dance . 
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The long and intert\v ined relationship bet\veen 
merican Indian peoples and the federal government 

become apparent when exploring the w ide variety of 
go emment publications n onh American Indians. 

ince an entire book cou ld be written on the subj ct, 
this article will not attempt to be comrrehensiv . (A 
good short article is '·Essential .. Go ·ernm nt 

Publications for Hesea r hing Tarive Americans" by John 
. Wil on of Baylor niversity. 3) Laws and tr aries 

would b roo extensi a topic as vvell , and are eli -
cus eel in other ourc s. Instead, landmarks for tradi
tional r earch and recem docum nr illu trating the 
wid vari ty in format, subject, and publishino agency 
w ill be addressed. Th se title are not all federal 
depository item nor are they all CUlT ntly documents 
(as noted) although rhey v. ere at one time. ores as to 
where to acquire th publication that are no longer 
available from the Government Printing Offic have 
be n included. 

Re earch rs should begin with a ~ w of the refer
ence tool · thar are often used to locate clocum nrs on 
America n Indians. Marilyn L. I-laa · in Indians of North 
America, Methods and Sources for Library Re
search (1983) recommend · the followino sour e : 
Michael Tate's Red Powe·r: Government Publica
tions and Rising Indian Activism of the 1970's and 
Studying the American Indian Through Govern
ment Documents and the National Archives. The 
second title includes three section ·: classic documents 
indexes of the nineteenth century that provide useful 
access to older publications; the newer cumulated 
indexes which o er up to 19 ~; and the ongoing 
Monthly Catalog of United States Government 
Publications. The following traditional sources, such 

aS wid~ to US Gownnmm.t Pubfu:-aHi>».s \1002 
ed ition) publi heel by the Gale Group and edited by 
Donna Batten, CIS U.S. Serial Set Index, 1789-1969. 
and Using Government Publications. Vol. 1: 
Searching by Subjects and Agencies and Vol. 2: 
Finding Statistics and Using Special Techniques by 
J an L. ears and Marilyn K. rvtoocly are also excellent 
tools. 
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Online ource u eful for locating American Indian 
federal documents indue! OCLC First Search, GPO 
Access, CodeTalk (a fed ra l inrer-agency American 
Indian \\ eb ire de igned to deliver ele tronic informa
tion from go ernment agenci and other organization. 
to ::\ative American communitie ), and the Oklahoma 
tate CniYer ity Library \\ eb page, <hnp: \YW\Y.library. 

ok tate.edu go,·doc bro~· eropic nati\'eam.html >. 
An e-book ou rce i A-merican Indiau Studies by 
Phillip Yl. \ hire, a referenc book and bibliography for 
Indian of :-.Jorth An1erica , which prO\'ide an exten i\·e 
li t of guide to federa l government document and 
publication . <lmp:/t ~rww.netLibrary.con"L urlapi.a ·p? 
act io n= ummary&v=lc·bookid=18o.J 2> 

Resear her will di CO\ er many federal agencie ·till 
publi hing materials on American Indian in a \'ariety of 
formats. The e include Congr ional repo1t and 
hearing , c n us materials, health advisorie , educa
tional directorie , and publication on all a peers of 
American Indian life, culture, and hi tory. Report. on 
American Indian may b found ~· i th many different 
uDoc cia sification number because of being i sued 

by different d partmenr and agencies. 

A good way to become aware of the ariel:)' of types 
of information ava ilable i to examine the " [" uDoc 
clas ifica tion stem for document from the Bureau of 
Indian Affair (BIA). While this i one agency. it pro
duce many clocum nts, and highlight the types of 
publication in production. The cia sification include ·: 

I 20.2: 

I 20.9/ 2: 

I 20.12/ 2: 

I 20.27: 

r 20.46: 

I 20.4 : 

20.48: 

20 .51: 

I 20.51/ 2: 

20. 58: 

20.61: 

20.61/ 2: 

I 20.61/ 3: 

I 20.62: 

20.65: 

I 20.66: 

I 20.67: 

Gen ral Publications 

Law· 

Handbooks, Manual , Guides 

Addr sses 

tatistic Concerning Indian Education , 
Fiscal Year 

Maps and Atlas s 

Bibliographies and Lists f Publications 

Indians f (va riou . . rates) 

Indians (va rious subjects) 

Trib·tl and Bureau of Law Enforcement 
Services Automated Data Report 

Annual Report of Indian Lands 

Annual Rep n of Indian Land and 
Income from urface and Subsurface 
Leases 

Indian Forest Management (biennial) 

Po t rs 

BlA Admini tration Reports 

outhwestern Indian Polytechnic Insti
tute, Catalog 

Horizon , Indian Mineral Resource 
(semiannual) 
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• ome example of uDoc number for title. from 
other agencies in lucie: 

HE - 3.3002:A.J\l 3 

ED 1.319: 

y -!.11'\ 2 11:. .11rg. 99-20-

American Indiau 
Elderly: A National 
Profile 

btdian Reading 
Series 

Gambling on Indiall 
Reservations and 
Lands 

Ojibwa Dauce Drum: 
Its History and 
Constructio1l" 

The following is a list of additional federal agencic., 
highlighting selected American Indian documents they 
have publish d: 

BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY AND 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

The Bureau of m 'ricm Ethnology has many older 
documents ·uch as the SI 2 .1: Annual Report in ·18 
volumes, a landmarl of original field r 'search. ln 
addition to administmtive detail., it contains papers on 
aspe ts of American lndian ·ulture, language. ritu :tls, 
and hi tory. 

SI 2.3: The Bureau of merican Ethnology Bulletiu 
(200 volumes, 1 8 -19 1) in ·luclcs papers not suited 
for inclusion in the large annual reports . The subje ts 
covered include anthropology, archeology, history and 
customs. ne of the handbooks frequently cited is 
Bulletin 30, Handbook of Aw ericau I ndians m·tb 
of Mexico . \Vithin th ' 200 volum ' seri 'S, two sub-
cries emerged, Autbropological Papers and RiL e r 

Basiu Surveys . ongress also issu 'd the B E Bulle
tins concurrently as Serial , t volumes. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

SI 1.20/2: Haudbook o.f o1·tb Americau Judi
ems (10 olumes, 19 8- . Th ' purpos · o f' the hand
book is to give an en ·yclopcd i ' summa ry of w h'll is 
known about aboriginal p' pies of Torth merica. 
Planning began for the HaudfJook in 1965, and 
volumes 8 and 15 w 'r, the first t ) arrea r in print. 
There ha e been t 'n olumes published to elate with an 
additional eleven plann 'd. Thcs' volumes contain 
wonderful illustration and maps, with well-written 
arti cles. 

The mithsonian Institution is preparing a new 20-
volume Handbook of North American Indians to b 
published over an xtencled period. This w ill I e a new 
encycloped ia, not a r vi ion of the 2-volume Hemet
book of American bzdiaus Nortb o.f Mexico , which 
was edited by Freel rick \Y/. Ho lge and published in 

3 



190 -1910. The new handbook will ummarize schol
arly knowledge of the history of the cultures of all 
t':orth American Indians and E kimos, from the carlieM 
prchiswric times up w the pre. cnt. While mo. t of the 
several hundred authors are ac1demi<.: chola rs uch a. 
anthropologiMs and hi'>torian . . they are ~-riting for a 
broader audience. The Handbook articles will be 
written for the cducated general reader as well a the 
specialisL. The work should become a standard refer
ence encyclopedia nm only for uni\'ersity teachers and 
rudcnts and re. earchers hut also for fndian peoples 

and those whose jobs involve a. peers of American 
fndian life and culture. ~ 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs is a rarity among 
federal agencies. With roms reach ing hack to the 
Continenta l Congress, the B!A is almost as old a !:he 
l 'ni ted States itself. For most of its existence, the BIA. 
ha'i mirrored th, American public's amhivalencc 
towards the nation 's indigenous peoples by ca ny ing 
out federal policies that h·tve helped or hurt them. Bur, 
as federal policy h;1s evolved away from the subjugation 
and assimilation of American Indian and Alaskan :--.Jati\ e 
people and into one or partnership and ser icc to 
them, so has the BfA's mission. 

Br provides federa l services to approx imately 1.2 
mi llion American Indians and Alaska at ives, \Vho arc 
m ·mbers of morc than 558 federally recogn ized Lndian 
tribes in the 18 contiguous nired States and in Alasb. 
The Bureau administers l!3 ,L150,266.9 acres of tribally 
owned land, 10,183530. 13 acres of individually owned 
land and L!l ,22 1.98 acres of federally owned land, 
" hicil is held in trust. 

The tribes' relationsh ip \ ith the Burc·1u is often 
d ·scribed as a lo e-hate relationship. On the one hand, 
th • Bureau is the symbol of the tribes' special relation
sh ip ' ith th · federal government. On the other hand, 
tribes ha e suffered from mismanagement, paternal ism, 
and neglect. lt is the hopc and objective of many tribal 
peoples and go ernmcnt offici·1ls that tribes can enter 

ll.LUSTRATION 2. avajo Child 
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into a more equal relation hip \Vith the Bureau and that 
the Bureau ca n function in an advi ory capa ity.6 The 
fndian Trust Web it . <http: \.,.,v,v.indiamru r.com>, 
contains information about the law uit, Gobel! 1 . 

Xorton . Thi is a chs · ' tCtion uit again t th fed ral 
go\·ernment regarding mismanagement of Individual 
Indian :\Ionic trust accounts. 

The BIA ha. published a wide variety of material 
about the America n Indians in the nited tat s, a 
indicated by the Su Doc class ification outline ea rlier. A 
se lection of useful and recent publications includes: 

I 20. 1 Annual Report of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs to the Secretary of the Interim·. 
( 1. •. Department of the Interio r. ~·a hington, D : 
Government Printing Office, 1849-1909. The Indian 
Affairs Office wa e tablished in 1806 and placed under 
the juri diction of the Department of \Y ar until 1848. 
The Indian Affair Office was th n reloca ted to tt e 
Department of the Interi or in 1849. The name changed 
to Bureau of Indian Affair in 193Lf. 

I 20.2 C1/2 American Indian Calendar (An
nual). . . Bur au of Indian Affai rs. ~ · ashington, D pt. 
of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs: fo r sa le by the 
upt. Of Docs., .S. Govt. Print. Office. Th purpose of 

this annual document is to acquaint tourists with 
inter sting events scheduled on Indian reservations 
during the yea r, such as ceremonials, dances. fea, ts, 
and ce lebratio n . 

I 20.64:date Spawning the Medicine River. This 
publica tion was originally published by the BIA three 
times a yea r, but has been discontinued as government 
document. It is now published w ith th titl e Tyuonyi 
by the Crcati c \ ' riting Program of the Institute o f 
American Indian Arts in Santa Fe. ew Mexico. This is 
one of the leading publica tions in the country that 
publish writ ing, of American Indians and contains 
poetry, fiction, and plays. This series can be used as a 
suppl menta ty text in crea ti ve ~- riting courses. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

D 1.2:W 25 2(]1
' Century Warriors: Native 

American Pa·rticipation in the United States 
Military . nitcd tares. Dept. of Defense El LP lncor
pontec.l. [\. ashington, D.C.']: The Dept. , 1996. 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 

G£!'l1£R {lJ :§:~ 

ED 1.331/2:EDO-RC-01-3 Career and Aca
demic Guidance for Anzerican Indian and A laska 
Native Youth . Shutiva, Charmaine L. ERIC Clea ring
house on Rural Education and mall ' chools 2001. 

ED 1.310/2:438155. Teaching American Indian 
aud A laska Native Languages in the Schools: TVhat 
Has Been Learned. ERlC Clcaringhou ·e on Rural 
Education and Small Schools. 1999. 
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ED 1.310/ 2:400129 Di·rectory of A m ericau 
India11 Tribes. C .. Dept. of Educ:Hion, Office of 
Educational Re earch and lmpro\'emenr. ElU , 1996. 
.\l icrofiche. 

ED 1.310/ 2:400218 American Indian Popula
tion Statistics. · .. 0 pt. of Education. Office of 
Educational Re earch and ImprO\'ement. EIUC. 1996. 
~licrofiche. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

American Indian Environmem Office, < http: 
ww\v.epa.gov indian > coordinates the agency-wide 
effort to strengthen publ ic health and environmental 
protection in area with significant American Indian 
population . \Yith a pecial empha ·is on building tribal 
capacity to admini ter their own environmental pro
gram • . 

PREX 1.2:T 73 Tribal Euviromueutal and 
Natural Resource Assistance Handbook . Domestic 
Policy Counci l (C .. ) '\" o rk ing roup on American 
Indians and Iaska :\!ati,·es; 1999. The handbook is 
intended ro pro,·ide a cen tral loca tion for federal 
. ou rce of both technica l and financia l ass istance 
available to tribes for environmenta l management. 

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

I 19.111/ A:998/L 23 The National A tlas of the 
United States. Federal and Indian Lauds. Geologi
ca l Survey, 1998. 

r 19.2:1:\' 2 - L'. . Geological uruey Indian Lands 
Jlaps. U.S. Dept. of the Interior. U.S. Geological 
Survey, 2000. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

The Admini ·rration for :\'a ti ve Americans prm·icles 
programs promoting self-determ ination, self-suffi
ciency, and socia l and economic development for 
:\'alive peoples throughout the l'nited States and its 
territories . Its \X'eb sire is <Imp: ''"'"''·.acf.dhhs.gm· 
programs ana> . 

HE 20.94 21; HE 20.316 Trends iu I11d-iau 
Health , L nited Stares J ndian Hea lth Service: Division of 
Program Sta tistic . [Washington D.C.] L .S. Depr. of 
I Tea lth and I Iuman Services. J 989-. 

Depanmem of Housing and rban Development, 
ffice of Na tive American Programs 

Code Talk <Imp:; \\'WW.codetalk.fed.u > is a 
useful Web site for top ics such as American Indian 
housing, hea lth, the arts . the environment, and 
children 's issues. Tools used are training, best pra -
rices, mailing lists. maps. and state and loca l resou rces. 
The site links to other America n Indian an I Alaska 
i\'a ti ve resources. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT; OFFICE OF CRIME PREVENTION 
AND SECURITY 

HH 1.6D 84/.KIT Fiscal Year 1997 Public nud 
Iudian Housing Drug Elimination Grnut Program: 
Application Kit. c.:. Dept. of Housing and l"rban 
De,·elopment. Office of Public and Tndian Housing. cr . 
199~. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

The ~linneapoli. Division of the l '.S. Federal 
Bureau of Jm·estigation offer - information about the 
Leonard Peltier case through its \X'eh site <Imp: 
\\"\Y\\'.fl>i.gO\' contact ro minn p lticr.htm>. The case 
in\'Oh es the arrest , trial. and con\'iclion of jih\\'a
Lakota acti,·ist Leonard Peltier (19 1 1- ) for the mur lers 
of t\\'0 FBI agems, \\'hO \\ere killed in a shoot out ncar 
Pine Ridge. :outh Dakma, in l9 S. 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL LIBRARY- UNITED 
STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

NAL E98:F7T74 (1'\AL classifi ·:uion - not ofTiciall · a 
government document ) Tribal Cookiug: Traditional 
Stories aud Favorite Recipes/ Mhtu anjigewiu 
Nutritiou Project, Great Lakes Iuter-Tribal Coun
ci~ Iuc. Eades, ~ l arla. Great LakL's l ntcr-Trih:tl Council 
[\ isconsin]: 1\ linwanjige\\' in ;.;utrition Projcn , 1996. 
The l\linwanjigewin lmeaning "eating something that 
tastes good and is goo I for you " in Ojihwe) i'\utrilion 
Project was th, l SD Community :\'utrition Education 

ooperali\'e Agreement for the Americ:\11 In !ian trih 's 
in Wisconsin. The project goal was to increase nutrition 
knowledge through cu ltural! ' appropriate 111 ·thods. 
The target population included panicipant:-. in th ' 
\X omen, In fan ts, and hildrcn program. the Food 
Distribution Program. Elder Nutrition Progr:tm , and 
communi ty members in ll tribes. The rurposc of the 
cookbook wa:-. to preser\'e tradition:tl recipes that had 
never before h ·en put in writing. Th • final product 
included over '5 recipes and stories comrihutcd hy 
mcmb ·rs of all \ ' isconsin tribes.-

The rroccss of d ·vcloping this panicular cookbook 
rook over one ea r and involved numerou:-. face-to-rae · 
imcrviews with tribal elders. many or ''hom wen: 0-HO 
) cars o ld. Tribal C 'l'lif'icd Nutrition 1\ssi:-.tants con
ducted imer i ·ws that involved l\\ o or mor · visit:-. , 
tested recipes, and convened measurements to stan
dard format, th n r turned to the elders for cla rifica
tion . In add ition to the recipe · and sL ries, the oak
book cont'tins original art, photos of sam of the 

lders, and ther important nutririoml information. 
On of the results of the cookbook project was the 
reconfiguration of the national l~ood Guide Pyram id 
into a culturally 'tppropriate circle with ·egmcnts that 
reflected the proportions of the p) ramic.l layers. x The 
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econd edition of this cookbook can be purcha ed at: 
<http:// glitc.bfm.or r health/ cookbook/ default.php> 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS 
ADMINISTRATION 

The Genealogy Page: American Indians 
<http:/ / www.archivc . . gov/ research_room genealogy 
index.html> li ts the record<; publi hed on microfilm 
by the , ational Archives and Record Admini tration 
that relate directly to America n Indians and to the 
formation of federal Indian policy. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

The National Archeological Database -The 
Center for Advanced SjJatial Technologies <http:/t 
www.cast.uark.edu/ other/ nps/ nadb/ > ho ts th ADB 
Online . y rem under a cooperativ agreement with the 

1ational Park Service. Acce. sible are invenrorie of over 
120,000 archeologica l investigations and map display
ing ar haeological and environmenta l data at the state 
and county level. Documents relat d to guidance and 
compliance w ith the Native American Graves Pro
tection and Repatriation Act are included. 

UNITED STATES CONGRESS 

Y 4.IN 2/ll:S.Hrg. 106-730 Indian Gaming: 
Hearing before the Committ·ee on Indian Affairs, 

nited cates Senate, ne Hundred . ixth Congress, 
econd ses ion, provides information on the a tivitie 

of the national fnclian Gaming Commission, July 26, 
2000, \Xfa. bington D .C. nited Srates. Congress. , nate. 
Committee on Indian Afhir 0993-) .S. G.P.O. 2000. 

Y 1.1/8:107-211 Native American Small Busi
ness Development Act: Report Together with 
Additional Views ( to accompany I LR. --38, including 
co t 'Stimate of the ongre siona l Budget Office) . 

nited States. Congress. I louse. Committ e on Rules. 

This introdu t ion to re ent and traditional ources 
on Am ·rican Ind ian ·, publi bed by th federal govern
m •nr, highlights the intertwined hi tory and future of 
American Indi·tns and th ' nited Stare government. 
Th ' ari ' LY of ag •nci ·s involved shows the many facets 
of Am Tican Indian li~ · and culture in which the fed ral 
go <:: rnment has an historica l interest. Researchers and 
librarians int.ere. t ·d in the hi. tory, culrur , e anomy, 
•tnd legal orohlcms r~l .,·ng m ~ ,. ,. <l n I'lell'all C<l !l l oca l~ 
UIIU 1 0 ...ta }.JI V I .JIL.Jil,) j.._ II~ f\._111 c:l1 1 I t1 Gl C{ LCl 

a grea t deal of information through federal documenrs, 
whether in print, microfiche, or online. 

6 

REFERENCES 

. . Congres . enate. Committee on Indian Affair 
F.C. Boucher: \llr. Gamble, from tbe Committee on 
Indian Affair., ubmittec/ tbe following report to 
accompan) . 2991. 5 '11 Cong. , 1'' e ., 1901-1902 
Rept 1839. 

Patterson, Lot e , "Hi tory and tatus of ati v 
American in Librarian hip '' Library Trends 49, no. 1, 
( ummer 2000), 182-193. 

3 White, Phillip M. American Indian tudies a biblio-
gmphic guide, Engle\vood, o lo .: Librarie nlimited 
1995 . 

Ebook v r ion: <lmp://www.netLibrary.con 
u rla pi .a p?acrion=su mma ryc·v=1&book id = 18472>, 
Englewood, Colo.:Librarie Unlimited, 1995. 

'Wil on John . ·'Essenrial .. Governmenr Publica
tion for Re ea rching . ative American ... Documents to 
the People 24 no . 4, 233-237. 

s Barren, Donna, eel. Guide to . . Government 
Publications. 2002 eel. Farmington Hills Michigan: 
Gale Group, 2002, 696. 

6 Henson, C. L. American tudies Today Online, From 
War to Self-Determination. A hi tory of tbe Bureau of 
Indian Affairs: < http://www.americansc.org.ul 
OnJine/ indians.hrm> ( eprember 9. 2003) . 

Review, j ournal of utrition Education 30, (1998) 
3 OD. 
8 Eades, 1 Iarla. 7i'ibal Cooking: Traditional Stories 
and Favorite Recipes. Minwanjigewin utriti011 
Project. Wi con in: Grea t Lakes Inter-Tribal Council , 
Inc., 2002. 

Indiana Libraries. Vol. 22, Number 1 


	INlibv22n1-005_page 2
	INlibv22n1-006_page 3
	INlibv22n1-007_page 4
	INlibv22n1-008_page 5
	INlibv22n1-009_page 6

