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7 
he , epremher 11. 2001 Qaich terrorist 
·mack, 'tgainst the \X'orld Trade Center 
and P ntagon brutally taught American. 
that ou r status as the \YOrld's sole super
po,,·er does nor immunize u again t 

military attack. Th attacks resulted in a partial loss in 
public acces to gO\·ernmem in formation a some 
feder·tl ' tgencie \\'ithdrew from their \Yeb sires material 
they regarded as sensiti\'e for national security rea
sonsll1. 

Despite what \\'ill probably he the temporary 
remo\'a l of some sensitive national secu rity information 
from go\'ernment agency websites. a phenomen·tl 
amount of information about gO\ ern mental national 
secu rity policy issues, acTions, directives, and resear ·h 
remains freely a,·ailable to Americans on the lmernet or 
in ta ngible print or microform format in the United 
States over 1.300 federal deposi to ry librariesl11 includ
ing those depository collections found in Indiana 
public or academic libraries. This information is pro
duced by all three branches (executi\'e, legislative. and 
judicial) of the ·.s. Government ·tnd by numerous 
independent agencies. This arti cle will focus primarily 
on information produced by executive branch agenci 'S 

such as the Executive ITice of the Pr ·sident, rhe 
Department of Defense, the Department of Energy. the 
nation's imelligcnce agencies, with pani ·ular emphasis 
on the Central lntelligence Agency. Presidential or 
Congressionally appointed commissions. and the 
l 'nited States Congress and ongressiona l support 
agencies. 

Print or microform copies of man} of these publica
tions can he found in some Indiana federa l depository 
libraries since these lihrari 'S have rece ived them from 
the L'.S. Government Printing O ITice (G .P . . ). which is 
the agency managing the Federal Deposito ry Library 
Program (F.D.L.P.) . ivcn the growing innuence o f the 
Internet as the pre-eminent means of disseminating 
federal government in formation since the middle 1990s 
and in the interest in promoting expanded librarian 
and public knowledge of and access to these resources. 
this article will stress \ ebsite addresses (e.g. niform 
Resource Locators ( RL's) for finding these valu::tble 
resources produced w ith our ta x dollars. 

l11dimw Libraries. \ 'of. 22. 1\ 'um/Jer 1 

WHITE HOUSE-EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE 
PRESIDENT 

The l ' .:. Con. titution designat 'S the President as 
the ommander-in- hicf of the n:Hion's arm 'd rorces1 ~1 . 
During the twenrieth century, Presiclenti:1l power O\ ' 'r 
the military ::tnd other issues has been discharged 
through the Exe uti"<~ fllce of the President ( E.O .P.) 

which repr ·sents \\ 'bite I louse policymaking offices as 
diverse as the :-\ational Se ·urity Council (YS .. ), ITice 
of I lome land Security. ITice of :--l:l n:tg ·menr :tncl 
Budget (0 :-..113). and the President's Council of Eco
nomic dYisorsl•l 

The ,eorge \\ '. Bush \'1 hite I louse '' ebsite. 
\\'\\ '\\'.whi tehouse.gov . contains :1 variety o f useful 
national secu rit y policy resources. These include the 
text. video and au lio clips of Presi lcnti:tl sp ·e ·hes. 
Presidential executi\·e orders such as the ;'\m·ember 13, 
2001 military order permitting milir :try trials of terror
ists captured by l " . military forccs1 ~ 1 . llistorical na
tional security information from the Clinton Administra
tion may he found through the 0btion:tl Archives and 
Record Administration's capture of :til Clinton \'l'hite 
I louse ,,·ehsites. http: search_.n:tr:t.go\' , :tnd the N.S. :. 
section o f this site is a particul:trly fruitful information 
r •source with documents such as lulen w liouo/ Cri111e 

'/ZJreol Assess111e111 (2000). 

The Bush Administration 's N.S.C. website. 
\\'\\'w .whitehouse .gO\· nsc, describes this organiz:ttion·. 
purpose and features ' t biographical portrait of ':ttion:d 
Security Advisor Dr. Condoleczza l~icc . Publicly :tcces
sihlc ;>.l .S.C. reports as of 2003 include 7be .\ 'oliouo/ 

Securily Slralegy .fbr !he llliied Slo /es (2002) and 
,\ 'oliouo/ S/ralegy /o Co111IJCtl \\"eoj H> IIS q/ J\loss n es/mc-
1 i0/1 ( 2002)1<>1. 

Besides the N.,. .. anorher E.O.P. agency produc
ing national security related information is the Orf'ice of 
1 Tomcland Securi ty created soon after the , eptember 
11 attacks. Its ,,·ebsite. W\\w.whitehous .gov/ homcland, 
contains a variety of information sou rce, in lucling 
homeland s curi ty budget proposa l documentation. 
speeches and Congressional testimony by Homeland 
Security Director Tom Hidge. the text of the bill propos-
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ing the creation of a Department of Homeland ecu
rityl"1, and link to various state government homeland 
security agency website. including the Indiana 
Counter-Terrorism and ecurity Council. www.in.gov c
tasc. 

.Another E.O.P. agency producing u eful national 
. ecurity information is tbe Office of Management and 
Budget CO.M.B.). This agency, currently headed by 
Indiana native Mitch Daniel i respon ible for prepar
ing the federal government's pr posed budget to 
Congress, making sure agencies comply \ irh spending 
objectives, and promoting the Pre ident's budgetary 
goals ij' · 

OMB is responsible for preparing many publica
Lions with the mo. t important being the annual Budget 
of the l 'niled States Gm•emment. Thi multivolume 
work conrains hisrorical expenditures and currenr 
information, as well as future pending projection , for 
~ ·deral departments and agencies down to the level of 
indi idual offices and specific federal programs. For 
instance, it would be pos iblc to track how much any 
branch of the armed services spent on an individual 
weapon system uch as an artil lery rocket, • ubmarine, 
or jet fighter using the Budget of the nited States 
Covemment. This federal budget information is 
accessible at 0 IB's website, www.wh itehouse.go I 
om b. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

The Department of Defense (D.O.D.) is the princi
pal produc<.:r of .S. Government national secu rity 
information. Irs webs ite, www.defensel ink. link.mil , 
pro ides access ro information produ eel by the ffice 
of the Secretary of Defense, individual D.O.D. units 
such as the Defense 'cience Board, and individua l 
branches of the armed ser i ·es uch as the Air Force, 
Army, avy, and Marine Corps. 

Overall , D.O.D. information that can be found at 
dcfenselink.mil includes inte1views and speeches by 
Secrerary of Defense, Donald Humsfeld and other 
k:ading ofTi ·ials and n<.:ws of D.O. D. and armed service · 
events. Th<.: Office of Seer 'tary of Defen. e website, 
W\ ' .de~ ·nsclink.mi l/ oscl, provides links to the offices 
of various ssistant Secreta ries of Defense and D .O.D. 
organizationa l compon 'nts such as the Office of 
Inspector General, " hich produces reports evaluating 
incli\ •iclua/ D.O.D. programs su ·11 ~Is Ac:qui't'tion: V-22 
0 .\j)rey f(1•drcntlic ystem (2002). 

Other usefu l D. .D. organizational office websites 
include the Defense Securi ty Cooperation Agency 
( D.S.C.A.) "ww.d ca.osd .mi l which admini ·ters 
mi litary security assistance programs and produces 
public nions li ke Securil) Assista11 ce \!Janagemellt 
\!cfl t lf ct l (2002) ·1nd pro ides news of projected .S. 
w ·apons sales programs. The Defense Threar Heduc-
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tion Agency (D.T.R.A), www.dtra.mil , i re ponsible for 
combating weapon of mas de truction uch as 
nuclear, ch mica!, and biologica l weapons. I ts websit 
produce various program fact heet such a nified 
Fill Facility! uclear \ffeapons forage Area Ukraine 
(2002) and other publ icly acce · ible re ource docu
menting its work. The Defeo e cience Board, 
www.acq.o d.mi dsb. advise D .O.D. on scienti fic 
issue affecting mi lita1y operation · and a i it to it web 
ire produce numerou reports on defense science 

policy such as High Energy Laser \.ffeapons .ystems 
Applications (2001) and Protecting tbe Homeland: 
Defensive Information Operations Volume 2 (2001). 

umerous D.O.D. reports are legally mandated by 
Congres as part of annua l budgeta iy authorizations 
and many of these r ports are publicly acces ible 
through defenselink.mil. Examples of such reports 
include Chemical and Biological Defense Program: 
Annual Report to Congres · 0997-2002) and Quadren
nial Defense Review Report (2001) as well as a ho t of 
other reports on ariou aspect of national ecurity 
policy. 

The individual armed service branches produce a 
w ide ariety of publicly 'lCcessible in formation on their 
v eb ire . Thes si res pr v ic! news about ongoing 
ervice activ irie , in fo rmation on joining these services, 

historica l information , resources from rhei1· civilian 
clepartm nra l offices and educational institu tions, and 
infonnation on individual weapon y rem . The Air 
Force web ire is www.af.mil , the Army web ite is 
www.army.m il the 1arine Corps website is 
www.usmc.mil, and the Na y website is www .navy.mil. 

The adva nced duca tional institu tions o f the armed 
1v ice are particularly rich resources for national 

s curi ty policy information containing op rational 
assessments and theoretica l analysis. Located in Colo
rado prings, Colorado the .S . Ai r Force Academy is 
responsible for tra ining Air Force officers. The Air 
F rce's Institute for Nationa l ecurity Studies (I . . .S.), 
located at the Ai r Force Academy, produces a va riety of 
reports on national secu rity policy i sue on its website, 
W\¥W.usafa.af.m il/in s. Examples of recent l.J . . S. 
reports incl ud Tbe Terrorism 7breat and U. . Govem 
ment Respon e: Operctt ion a/ a nc/ 0 1p,a nizat ion a I 
Factors (2001), Constraints Restrctints, and tbe Role of 
Aerospace Power in tbe 21st Cenll.ny (2001), Lords of 
tbe ilk Route: Violent 1 on- tale Aclor in Cenlral A ia 
(2002) , and Tactical 1 uclear vrreapons: Debunking tbe 
Mythology (2002) . 

Another usefu l Air Force academic national ecuri ty 
policy information resource is the Air Univ r ity (A. .) 
which is a part of the Air War College located at Max
well Air Force Base, Alabama. Serving as the Air Force's 
principa l graduate educational institute, A. . 's website, 
www.au.af. mil , is a cornucopia of national securi ty 
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information produced by facu lty and ruden~ ar .c.· 
va riou in tirution . The e individual produce rhe 
cholarly journal Aerospace POLl'er journal. numerou 

book , and va riou re earch paper de cribing and 
analyzing national ecurity opera tional ubjecr and 
international politic I i ue from the per pecrive of 
Air Force officer . ome of the e ~York include L'nin
habited Combat Aerial 1 'ehicles: AilpOLl'er by the 
People. For the People. But S ot \r'ith The People (2000) . 
Fatigue Management for Aerospace E.:'(peditionaiJ' 
Forces: Deplo; ment and ustained Operations (2001), 
Air Mobilit): The Key to the Cnited tate Xational 

ecu rity trategy (2001), Premnting Catastrophe: C. 
Polic) Options for Management of \uclear \f'eapo n on 
South Asia (2001), Asses ment of the Emerging 
Biocruise Threat (2002), and Iran's trategic Culture 
and t'(leapon of .Ma s Destruction: Implication of C. 
Policy (2002). 

The .. Army \ ar College in Ca rlisle, P nn yl\'ania 
i - the Army' principal graduate educational institution. 
Irs web ire can be acce eel at http: W\V\v.carli le.a rmy. 
mil , for additional information about the \X ar College 
and irs multiple branche and programs including 
access to the cholarly journal Pam meters: j oumal of 
the .. Army War College. The \ ' ar College' traregic 
[Lidies Tnsrirut ( .S.l. ) produce - a variety of high

quality analyse of military and international srrat gic 
affairs through its website, hrrp://www.carlisle.arm .mil/ 
ss i. ' lmples of cholarly reports produced ~ r 1 
include jihadi Croups, 1 uclear Paki tan , and the Neu • 
Great Came (2001), The Hart-Rue/man Commi sion 
and the Homeland Defen e (2001), Colombian Army 
Adaptation to FARC Insurgency (2002), Facing the 
Hydra: \lfaintaining trategic Balance While Pw ui11g 
A Global War Against Terrorism (2002). and The Rise 
of China in A ·ia: ecurily implications (2002) . 

An additional Army resource for imellecrually high 
quali ty appnisa l and thought provoking analysis or 
milirary srraregic and operational is. ues is the Center 
for Army Le on Learned (C. A. L.L. ) at Fort 
Leavenwo1th, KS. C.A.L.L. analyze data from current 
and historica l Army operations and training exercises 
and produce resea rch ro apply lesson - from these 
events ro ongoing Army n eels. 

Information resources accessibl through C.A.L.L. 's 
website, http://ca ll.anny.mi l, include the journal 
\lfi!iiCII:J! Review and reports on various Army doctrinal 
and operational i ·ues ·uch as A Curious \foid: Army 
Doctrine and Toxic Industrial \llaterials in the rban 
Balllespace (2001) , The Fire and Effects Coordinating 
Cell: The Evolution of a Command System in Response 
to a Changing Environment COOl), and Tu•o Way 
treet or Two Way Mirror: Will Canada's Future Army 

be Able to Interoperate With tbe nited tales· Army 
After ext at tbe Operational and Tactical Level of 
\ll'ar? (2001). 
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C.A.L.L. ·• Foreign ;\lilirary 11Jdie. Offi e (F. lll. .0.) 
produce r port· on is u perrinenr ro \·a rious for ign 
military force. and it \Yebsite, Imp: fm:o.l :1\'emYorth. 
army.mil. i. al o ~·orth consulting for sub ranriv 
analy i. of national urity i ·sue .. Rect>nr reporrs 
produced by L\L .0. and ir. personnel include 
Rttssiclll JJi/itmy Reform: talus and Prospects (\'iews 
of a \\'e tem .lfilitmy Historian) U998), lllfo;pbere 
Threat · (1999) , A "Crusbillp, .. I 'ictoJy: Fuel-Air E\ plo
sin~s a11d Crozny (_000), and Colombia's Thr ats to 
Regio11al ew ri~J ' (2001 ). 

:--Jcwporr, Rhode I land's :--Jm·al W'ar ollege is the 
na\'y' principa l graduate institllt ion and a variety of 
u ·efu l resource ar :-~cces:ihl ' through its \\·eb. ire , 
w\vw.nwc.navy.mil. i\Jaterial ac essihl ' here includes 
cou rse de. cription. and • ome ourse syllabi, ne\YS 
·1bout college events, rh' scholarly journal .'\'al·al \\ 'ar 
College Rel'ieu•. and monographi · works su ·h as 
flllemational Em•ironme11tnl Lau• a11d Sal'al War: 77;e 
f::[(ec t of \lari11e afez)' and Pollution Colll'elltiolls 
Durinp, fntemational Armed Co11jlict (2000) and Asia 
and tbe Pacific: L . . • trategic Tmditio 11s ai/CI Regio11al 
Realities (2001). 

National Defen e 'nivcrsity ( .D .L .) trains military 
and civilian leaders in a variety of nationals ' curity 
subjects. N.D. . and it. affiliar ·d unirs including the 
:--Jational '\ ar Colleg , enter !'or ounter-proliferat ion 
Rcsea r ·h, enter for the Study of hinese t.lilitary 
Affair , Center for Technolog · and ation::li Securir 
Policy, Institute for Nation~li • trategic Studie ·, and 1ear 
East-. outh A ia Center for Strat •gi · Studies produce I a 
stunning prolif ration or materials ac ·essible through 
' .D.U.'s gateway website. www.ndu.edu. 

l.J). .'s librar) has digitized a number or historica l 
national security policy rcsour ·cs inclu ling I •g islativc 
histori s on the okhvater- i hols .Department of 
Defense R org·miza tion Act o f 1986 and .l .U. 1a
tiona l War College student papers fr m 1995-1999 with 
7be Future qfArms Co11t rol (] 99) being one exampl '. 
E-journals that e m be found on . D. .'s ' ebsite 
include ]Oilll Force Quarter~) ' and Security c111d Dej'e11se 
tudie Review. Pap ·rs, bool s, and va rious rerons that 

ca n be read from .D.L . w ·hsitc ·omponents include 
Defensive ll!formatioll I mfure ( 19 )), Crisis i11 I be 
Taiwa11 trait (1997), CIJi11ese Air Force ·rowards 2015 
(2000), QDR 2001: trategy-Driuen Cboices f or 
A me rica's Security (2001), Road map to ATO Acces-
ion: Preparing fo r Membersbip (2001). Tbe trategic 

Implications of a Vue/ear-A rmed iran (2001), trettegic 
Challenges for tbe Bu h Admini /ration (2001). 
Bioterrorism and Biocrimes: The fllicit se of Biologi
cal Agents in tbe 20th Cen ttny (2001), and Water and 
ecurity Policy: The Case of Turkey (2002) . 
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DEPARTMENT OF EN ERGY 

The • .. Depanmenr of Energy CD.O.E.) ha 
numerou~ national ecuriry polic respon ibilities 
including nuclear energy rc<;earch and production and 
maintenance of the l·.s. \ nuclear weapon · ar enal , 
analyzing national ecurity policy implication of energy 
commodities uch as petroleum. coal. and nuclear 
energy, and reporting on and asse · ing the energy 
resources and policies of the L'.S. and other countrie 

lany resources arc acce. sible through D.O.E. 's web itc, 
W\'IV .energy.gov, and by D.O.E. 'c; component organiza
tional units. 

D.O.E. 's website include general energy polic 
documents such as the Bush dmini tration' ::\"arional 
Energy Policy Development roup report Reliable, 
Affordable, and F:nviro11mentally ound Energ; for 
America's Future (2001) which ·eeb to cu lpt national 
energy policy. 

The , ational Nuclear Security Admini n·ation, 
www.nnsa.doc.go , i re ponsiblc for maintaining the 
security of U .• . nuclear " eapons promoting interna
tional nu ·lear safety and nuclear weapons nonprolifera
tion. lts web ite features the testimony of N. ' .. A. 
officia l before ongressional oversight committees and 
specific report such · t. I<eporl to Congress on the 
Orgauiz ation and Opemtions of tbe \etlional uc!ear 
afety Administralion (2002) . 

Information on arious l .S. efforts to combat the 
proliferation of weapons of ma s destruction including 
nuclear, chemical , and biological weapon ca n be 
found at D.O.F.. 's Center for Internationa l Threat 
Rcdu tion, http:/ / citr. y l 2.doe.gov. Derailed information 
about arious aspects of .S. national security policy 
can also b' found on the websites of the various 
labontories D. .E. ·tdminister to conduct research on 
nuclea r " capons and oth ·r cicnrific and technological 
subj ·cts with national . ccu rity im1 lications. Examples 
of thcs • laboratories and their websites includ the 
Arg nn • 1ational Laboratory ncar Ch icago, www.anl. 
gov, th' Lo Al-lmo. 1 ation·tl Laboratory in Lo. !amos, 

C\ lexico, ' ' ' .lanl.govh oriel iew. and th andia 
ational Laboratory in lbuquerque e\· lexi o, 

\VW\ .sanclia.go . dditional information on D.O.E. 
nucl ·ar r •scarch acti iti 's ma be found through irs 

u ·kar l ~xp losion lon itoring Rese·trch and Engineer
ing Prognm ( t .E. t 1.H.&E.) website, \Vww.nemrc.nn. 
doc.g ) 1 nemre. 

D.O.E. he·tdquarters offices in 'J a hington produc
ing national ccurity policy inform'ttion include the 
Energ lnform·ttion dministration (E.I.A.), \ w.eia. 
doe.go , ' tnd th' ffice of Inspector cneral, W\Vw.ig. 
doc.gov. E.I.A. i D.O.E.'s ratisrical agency and it 
publish •s a variety of statistical and analyti al reports 

n U.S. and foreign energy trends and policy develop
m 'nt . E. !. .'s G'oulltJy fl 11alysis Briefs provide detailed 
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yet uccinct co erage of individual countries energy 
re e1ve and governmental policie and other regular 
E.I.A. publication such as flllernational Energy A11nual 
provide detailed documentation and analy i of energy 
is. ue. in text. charts, and graph . 

D.O.E.' Office of In pector eneral (O.I.G.) i · 
re pan. ible for e aluating the performance of D.O. E. 
program 191. It i ·ue numerous reports for Congre s on 
the program and many of the e reports co er 
D.O.E. 's administration of ariou national security 
related programs and policies. Examples of the ·e 
reports that are accessible on the O.I.G.'s website 
include Accounting for Sealed ources of \ uclear 
)daterial Provided to Foreig11 Countries (2002) and 
Personnel ecurily Clearances and Badge Access 
Controls at Department Headquarters (2002). 

INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES 

. . intelligence ·tgencies ar also aluable ources 
of national security policy information. Although the 
preponderance of information gathered by . . intelli
gence agency technologies and per onn I mu t remain 
secret for national secu rity rea ·ons a significa nt 
amount of this information is pul li ly ace ssible 
through the e ag ncy websites or in print format at 
depo itory librarie . 

The Central Intelligence Agency (C.I.A.) is the 
principal .S. Government intelligence ag ncy. ft 
web ite ww\ .odci.gov provide links to publications 
produced by the o erall C.I.A. and by C.I.A. component 
organization uch as the Directorate of fnrelligence, 
Cent r for the rud of Intelligence, El ctronic Free
dom of Information Act site, and National Intelligence 
Council. The e sit s provide reports on hi torical, 
current, and projected future intelligence and nationa l 
secu rity policy issues thm hav influenced, are influenc
ing and may influence the formulation and conduct of 

. national ecurity policy. 

Exampl of sp cific C.I.A. 1 ublication acc:es ible 
through it w bsite and affi liated " ebsites include 
Vational Intelligence Estimate: 7be Global lllfect ious 
1 isease Tbreat etlld its lmplicatiolls for the Ull itecl 

tate (2000), Foreig 11 \!fissile Developments and the 
Ballistic \!fissile Threat 77Jrougb 2015 (2001), Heroi11 
\1ovement lflorldwic!e (2000), the journal Studies in 
intelligence, At Cold \\'Iars .t'ncl: . . Intell(qence 011 tbe 

oviet nion and J:.'astem J..::urope, 1989-1991 (1999), 
Viet Cong Prisoner qj' War Camp ill Cambodia (1969), 
Impact of tbe \.17ar 011 Terror 011 Certain A ;peels of .. 
Policy in tbe \1/idclle .t'a I (2001), and \ ortb Korea's 
.t'ngagement Perspectives, Outlook, and Implications 
(2001) . 

Another important . intelligen e agency is the 
Defen e Int llig nee gency CD .I. .) . D.I.A.' · responsi
bilities, according to a 1981 executi e order from 
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Pre idem Ronald Reagan, in lucie collecting. pro, ·iding. 
and coordinating military intelligence for the ecr tary 
of Defen e. Joint ChieL of raff and orher defense 
components. and coordinating D.O.D. intelligence 
collection requirement 11o1 . 

ome D.I.A. publ ication are acce , ible through it 
~·eb ire, ~-w,,· .d i a.mi.l, including Sortb Korea: Tbe 
Foundations for Milita1y trengtb (1991). Intelligence 
for .llulti/atera/ Decision and Action 099 ). and 
Intelligence Es entials for El'eiJ'OIIe 0999). 

The .:--lational ecurity Ag nc (~ .. A.) i the primary 
' . . cryptology agen y focusing on giving 

policymaker · and wa r-fighters intelligence information 
obta ined from code breaking activitie and preventing 

. . ignals and information sy ·rems from b ing 
exploited by foreign adver ariesll 0 

It's highly en irive work precludes major public 
d is emination by r .. A. of i t dara gathering on ir 
web ire, ww' .N A.gov. There ha been improvement in 
rhe amount of current information N .. A. release 
publicly on ir web ire uch as i\ 'eu• Ente1p rise Team 
(,VETeam) Recommendations: The Directors \\'/ark Plan 
fo r Cbc111ge 0999) and m·tterial on computer s curity. 

.S.A. ·s website pro ides acce s ro significant historic 
material on agency intelligence activities such as reports 
on Project Venona during \. o riel \Xtar II covering o iet 
intelligence oper'ttion in the .. , and Kor an \X ar era 
publications uch as Tbe Korean \\ m:· Tbe igint 
Background (2000) and N .A. Korecll! \IJ·ar 1950-1953 
Commemora tion (2000). 

GOVERNMENT COMMISSIONS 

Governmental commissions are also useful national 
ecurity policy information re ources. These commis

sion can be appointed by rhe President or by Congress 
to issue reports containing recommendations for 
resolving problem · with various public policy issues 
and last for limited life pans such as a ye·tr o r t\\'0 
before their I ga l au thori zation expires. \1' hether 
com mission rec mmenclarions are follmved and 
enacted into Ia,. o r go ernmenra l policy is anorher 
matter. leml ership of these commiss ions generally 
consists of experts from all branches of the federal 
government, stare or loca l government officials, and 
recognized aurhoriti s on this subject from academia, 
businesses, and nonprofit o rgani zat ions1121 . 

Ther have been a number of recem governmental 
commiss ion reports on national ecuri ty pol icy reports 
ancl some o f these reports are Internet acces ible. An 
important series of national ecurity policy reports were 
produced by the .. Commission on ational ecurity/ 
21st Century chaired by fo rmer Senators Gary Hart CD
CO) and \XIarren Rudman (R- TH). I nown as the H arr
Rudm·tn Commissio n, this commi ·ion' report 
includ ing ee!Jing A Vational Stratep,y: A Concert For 
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Presen•ing ecuri(l' and Promoti11g Freedom (2000) 
can be found on it · \Yelrite \\\\'\Y.ns g.g , .. 

. nother recent commis ion re1 orr on national 
, curity policy co,·ered the :\:1rional Reconnai san · ' 
Office (:-\RO). Thi · branch of rhe .l.A. i.· responsible 
for gathering intelligence information through ·atellit 
phOtography of inrelligcn ·e as ets in other counrrie • . 
recently produced r port containing recommendation · 
on :\RO' · futur Report of tbe .\ 'ationa/ Commission 
for tbe Rel'ieu• of tbe .\'ational Reco111wissance Ojfice: 
Tbe .\'RO at tbe Cro " I'Oad · (2000) can be found at 

Imps: ''"""·spa e.gO\· commission nro.pdf. 

Con ern oYer the quality of l ' .S. military manage
ment of outer spa ·e assets and cap:1bilities led a 
goYernmental commi,·sion to issue Report of tbe 
Commission to A ·ses · Cnited totes ,\ ationa/ , ecurity 
;pace Jfcnwgement cn1d Orgcllli:::ation (.2001 ). This 

report can b accessed ar Imp : ""'" .space.gov 
commis, ion full report. pdf. 

The 1 '·trionallmagery and :'\lapping Ag ·n -y ('\11M 
produces cartogr·tphi · and gcospatial information for 
th , military and the intclligen ·c communi ty . An ind ' 
pendent commission report on its futur' Tbe Tnjbrma
tion Edge: fmage1y Inteii(!J,ence and ;eo:,patiol fi((Or-
11/ation in cn1 El'oll'ing ,\'ationa/ ecurity Enuironment 
(2000) can be acces ·ed ar " " 'w .nima.mi l pa newsroom 
nimac mmis ion.pdf. 

oncern O\'er growing national s' ·urity 
assertiveness by hina prompted Congressional estab
lishmenL of a l .S-China , ccuriry R ·vic\\' ommission in 
2000'11

' . The ommi ·sion 's websi te, W\\'\\'.uscc.gO\' , 
contains a va riety of infc nnation resources including its 
AIIIIIICI I Report to Conp, ress (2002), the text of papers 
contracted for by th ' commiss ion, and m •cting tran
scripts. The dvisory Panel to Assess Domestic Re
sponse apabilities for Terrorism Involving \X capons of 

lass Destruction is a final •xamplc o f a recent gov •rn
mental commission addressing a national security 
policy issue. Chaired by former Virginia Gov •rnor 
james ilmorc (R) , this commiss ion's ani v itie~ and 
three annual reports to Congr •ss are ::t \'ai lahl · through 
the webs ite of the Rand orpora tion, a not ·d national 
security policy oriented research c ·nter, at "" w.rand. 
o rg/ nsrd/ tcrrpancl. 

CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES 

The . . Congress plays an imp rtant r I in formulat
ing national security po licy. A cording to rhe 
Con titution , Congress is respon ible for appro1 riaring 
and borrowing mon y, declaring \. ar, and supporting 
and mainta ining . . mi li tary fo rce ·'111. In furtherance 
of irs constitutional mandates in these national security 
po licy areas, individual Representative and narors 
and Congressional v rsight comminee · '" ill introduce 
bill and proclu e legi lative and p licymak ing rep rt 
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on national ecurity relared i ue uch as military aid 
to foreign countrie officer promotion, weapon 
sy rem procurement, and overall defen e exp nditure . 

Congres ional committees wi ll al o conduct 
hearing inve tigaring the performance of variou 
military program . Witn sse. te tifying at the e h aring 
include government officials. experts from bu inesse , 
univer itie , and research in tirutes, and even average 
citizen, who an ubmit writt n tatement and reports 
into hearing tran cripts. These hearing produce 
voluminou quantities of information reflecting eli er
gent viewpoints on national security i. sues which are 
publicly acce sible through printed hearing and r port 
tran cri pts, web ver ions of many of the e publication , 
and, in orne ca e audio and video webca ts. 

Wh ile th re are • pecific Congre ional committee 
conducting oversight of .. military force and d fen e 
spend ing, the subject of national s cu rity policy is so 
interdi ciplinary that additional Congre ional commit
tees have jurisdictional coverage over national ·ecurity 
i sue . Thi . cope of Congre sional national security 
policy coverag may increase Furth r if legislation 
creating a Department of Homeland Security intro
duced during Ltmmer 2002 receives Congressional and 
Presidential approva i!I 51 . 

This sel ctiv"' de cription of Congr ional commit
tee. xamining national security policy begins with the 
I lou. Armed , erv ices Committee. Indiana members of 
this committee include Repres ntatives Baron H ill (0 ) 

and John Io Lettler (R). Recent publication · produced 
by this committe and its subcommittees include 
Missile D~(ense Programs and 1 olicy (2001), Pa!lerns 
q( Global Terrorism and 7breats to tbe n'ited tales 
(200 1), and ecnri~y Against Terrorism on .5. Militcny 
Bases (2001). The committee's web ire, w\vw.house. 
gov/ hasc, provides in formation on Armed rvices 

ommitLe a tivitie. including audio webca ts of 
selected hearing . 

The Hous Go ernment Reform Committe chair d 
by Rep. Dan Burton (R) from 1997-2002 xamines the 
managem nt or federal government programs and 
Indiana Rep. larl , oud r (R) also serves on this 
·ommitte ' . Th ' full committee and its ubcommittees 

on a tiona! urity, V ·teran · Affairs, and International 
Relat ions 'tncl Technology and Pro ur m nt Policy are 
prolifi 1 roducers of national s curity poli y in forma-

Lion . Rec nr national security poli y hearings proclu d 
I y the overnm nt Reform ommittee and its subcom
mittee in Jude is the C. J. A. 's Refu at to Cooperate Witb 
Congre ·sio11al lnqu irie a 7breat to Effective Oversigh t 
of the Opemtions of tbe Federal Government? (2002) 
Quicken ing the Pace of Re earcb in Protecting Again t 
Anthrax ctnd Otber Biological Terrorist Agents: A Look 
at Toxin fnteJference (2002), National \fissile D~j'ense: 

'f'est Failure and TecbnolopJ Developments (2001), 
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and Battling Bioterrorism: \.\'lhy Time!) information
Sharing Between Local, State, and Fedeml Govern
ments is tbe Key to Protecting Public Health (2002). 
l~e ources uch as the e can be found on the 
comm.ittee' web ite W'\VVo. .house.gov/ reform wh ich al o 
featur s information on ongoino committee activitie . 

The Hou elect Homeland curity Committ e 
created in 2002 i al o becoming a u eful re ource for 
tho studying national security policie . Its web ire, 
http://hsc.house.gov, contain information about 
Congres ional I ill H.R. 5005 which would establish a 
Department of Homeland e ·urity, the opening state
ments of ~ irn sse appearing at committee hearinos, 
and information about upcoming committee hearings. 
The House elect Intelligence Committee conduct 
o er ight over federal intetligenc ag ncie and in
cluded form r Indiana Rep. Tim Ro mer (D) among it 
members. Example of publicly acce sible publications 
produced by this committe and ir subcommitt es 
include IC 21: Intelligence Community in tbe 21st 
Centwy (1996), Protecting the Homeland from Asym
metric/ Unconventional Threats (2001) , and 
CounterterJ'01'ism Intelligence CapabUities and PeJjor
mance Prior to 9-11 (2002). Current information for 
this committee may be found at http:! / intelligence. 
house.go , while information produc cl by th is commit
tee during 1997-1998 can be fou nd at www.acce s.gpo. 
gov/ congre s/ house/ house22.html. 

.S. enate committee ar also important national 
ecurity policy information producers. The Senate 

Armed ervices Committee is the most important of 
the e committe s and its re ·pon ibilities, unlik those 
of its Hou of Repre. ntatives counterpart, include 
confirmino Pres icl ntial nomination · uch a the 
Seer tary of Defensell61. 

Example of recent hearing · concluctecl by this 
committe include ational Security Implicatiom of 
Export Controls (2000), Department of Energy Labora
tories ecurity Fa'ilures at Los Alamos (2000), and Tbe 
Fiscal Year 2000 Report to Congress of the Panel to 
Assess the Reliability, aj'ety, and Security of tbe nited 
States Vuclecrr tockpile (2001) . Further information 
about committee h arings and activities may b found 
on their website, www.senate.gov/ - armed_ser ices. 

The enate Governmental Affairs Committee, like . . 
its counterpart the House overnment Reform Com-
mittee, i respon ible for ov rseeing th managem nt 
performance of r deral agency program . Thi · 
committee's Sui committee on Internattona l curity, 
Proliferation , and Federal etvic · conduct num reus 
national security relat d h arings which are publish d 
and available for public consumption. 

Some of the e hea rings include Iran 's Ballistic 
J\lfissiles and \Veapons of Mass Destruction Pro£~1·ams 
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(2001). Critical Skill for .\"ational ecuri(l' and tbe 
Homeland ecurity Federal Workforce Act (2002). 
Preparing for Reality: Protecting Again I \\"eapons of 
.\lass De. /ruction (2002). and Crui e .lfis ·ile · a11d CAT 
(Cnmanned Aerial lehicle. J Tbreats to the C. (2002) . 
GO\·ernmental Affair Committee and subcommittee 
re ource , including elected \'ideo \Yebca ts. may be 
found on the committee's \V bsite. W'\\'\Y.senate.gov -
gov_affair . 

The 'enare el cr Intelligenc Comminee conduct 
over ight hearings on intelligence agency operations 
and is re pon ible for confirming Presidential nomim
tions to key policymaking position uch as the Director 
of Central Intelligence \Yho heads the C.I.A. Indiana 
, nators Richard Lugar (R) and Evan Bayh (D) ar 
members of this committee. Publicly available \YOrks 
relea ·eel by this commin e includ Loss of .\'ational 
ecurily Informatioll at tbe Lo Alamos .\'atio11al 

LaboraiOIY (2001) and Current a11cl Projected ecurity 
Threats to the 11ited tales (2001). Information about 
elected committee acti\ itie may be found at its 

website Imp:/ / intelligence. ·enare.gov and the following 
L' .S. Government Printing Office (G.P.O.) web ire, 
wv.f\-v.access.gpo.go I u_docs congre. s' enare. enate23. 
html, provid s acce s to selected committee publica
tions from 199 -2000. 

CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT AGENCIES 

In addition ro committees with professionally 
trained rafT to assist Congress in irs work , there are 
three principal ongre sional . upport agencies provid
ing members of Congress with professional expertise 
on va rious public policy i ues. These three organiza
tions are the Congressiona l Budget Office CCBO), the 
Library of Congre s' Congre ional Research Service 
(Cl~S) , and the General Accounting ffice (GAO). Each 
of these organizations produces national security polic 
publications th·n are publicly accessible although those 
produced by CR, require indirect means of acces · to 
locate. 

CBO advises Congress on federal budget is. ues and 
ana lyzes specific federal budgetary programs. Recent 
national secu rity rublications produc ·d by CBO 
personnel include Budgeti11g for Nal'CII Forces: Stmc
turing Tomorrows \Ia~) ' at Today's Fuudiug Level 
(2000) , lncreasi11g tbe \r/i ·sion Capability of the A/lack 
Submari11e Force C-002), and Cost Estimate: f-l.R. 5005 
Homeland Securi!J Act of 200_ (2002). The e and 
related resource · such as CBO correspondence ~,· i th 

members of Congres ca n be found on CBO's web ite, 
www.cbo.gov. 

CRS is Congress' in-house research arm producing 
unbiased analytical reports on publ ic policy reports for 
members of ongre s. Irs authorizing statute clir cts 
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that CR give primary support of to members of Con
gre ::mel ongressional tafP1

- ' . This has the practical 
ffect of rcstri ring publi acce. s to the e reports even 

though they arc financed through tax dollars. 'omc 
members of ngre. s \Yould like for thi. ro cll'tnge and 
for CR • reports to be publicly ac essiblc on the 
Internet. 'enat r ] hn .\1 · ain (R-. Z) and Patrick 
Leahy (D-\'T) introduce l . Re . 21 on February 1·1, 
- 001 ctlling for the , enarc :crge:mt-at-Arm. to Provide 
Internet acces · ro CR: publi ations but no significant 
action on this legislation had occurred as of July 
2002 161 • 

.A.Jthough CR, does not pr , ·ide Internet ac -ess to 
its report.' some members of Congress, on ' gon:rn
ment agency, and selected pri,·ate organiz:nions 
pro,·ide accc . ro many CR: reports indu ling thos ' 
covering aspect of n:uional se ·urity polic · . .'ites ,,·here 
CR reports can be found in ·lu le Rep. ' hristopher 
hays (R-CT). \\'\Y\v.house.gov.shays R: R:Produ t:. 

htm. the :rate Department's Foreign Press enter is at 
http: fpc.state.gov c-t 63.htm, and th • Federation of 
American Scientists '' ebsi te is W\\ :v.fas.org man crs. 

lkc •nt national security rchtcc.l .R.,. r ·pons 
acces iblc through these sites inclu lc Xunn -Lugor 
CoopemtiL•e Tbreat Reduction Programs: Issues for 
Congress (2002), Iraq: Compliance, . 'aile/ions. C/1/(1 l 7

., . 

Polic)' (2002), Cmsader X\12001 'elf-Propelled lloll 'il
zel:· Back.p,round and Issues for Congress (2002), 
Xatioual Missile Defel/se: Russia's I?C'action (200-), 
and Cbina :" Proliferation of \l:'eapous (?l ,Hass f)estm -
tio11 and ,lfissiles: Current PoliLy fssues (2002). !lope
fully, thes' resources will eventually he ·ome accessible 
through one centra l website. 

The G . .A.O. is Congr ·ss ' :te ·ounting agcnc and it 
issues several hundred reports annually •va luating the 
performance of governmenta l programs in ·luding 
those dealing with nation·tl securi ty. H ' ·cnt r ·ports on 
national security topics issued b 1. . . inclu l • 
.\'uc/ear \ 'onproliferation: 'ecurity of l?wsia :~ Nuclear 
Material !mproL•ing; Further J::n!JaiLCelllel//s Needed 
(200 1), h"uropean Security: [ .5. m1d Huropecn1 ;ontri
lmlions to Fosler Stabili() ' and 'ecurity in l~urope 

( _QO J ), Critical Jnfrastm clure Protectioll: Federal 
FJJorts Require a More Coordinated a 11d Comprebell 
siue Approacb for Protecting In/om/(/fion S)•siC'IIIS 
(2002), and Mi site Defense: Knowleclge-Ba eel Decision 
Making eeded to Reduce Risl~ in Deuelopiug Airborne 
Laser (2002). The and other repoit , along with the 
testimony of G.A.O. officia ls before C ngressional 
com mitt e , can be found on G.A.O. 's web ite 
v ~"'' .gao.gov and give readers additional insigh ts into 
federa l national ecu riry p licymak ing as well as 
enhan ing th ir unci rstancl ino of federal aud iting 
pract ices. 
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G.P.O. ACCESS 

G.P.O. Access. w>vw.access.gpo.govt u_doc , is 
produced by the Government Printing Office (G.P.O.) 
and provides one-. top access to the U . . Government's 
major legal, lcgislati,·e, and regu latory information 
resource . Those interested in national ecurity policy 
can use G.P.O. Acce. s to find the text of law. on 
military weapons purchase contracts in the L'nited 
late Code, see the text of the latest defen. e . pending 

law. read and track the status of Congres ional bills in 
G.P.O. Access' ongre sional bills section, read Hou e 
and ~enatc Congrcs ·ional committee reports on 
legi. lation consult the Code q( Fedeml Regulations to 
find how much titanium is required in an Air Force 
bomber, or read the Federal Regi ter to learn about 
proposed regulations for possible transportation of 
chemica l. from the Army's chemical x eapons • torage 
depot in :-.; '"'-' POI1 by logging onto G.P.O. Access. 

Although not a government web site. those inter
ested in national . ecurity polic and other governmen
tal or political issu ·s • ill benefit from u ing the Cable 
Systems Publi · Affairs 'ctwork (C-. PA;-..r) website, w·ww. 
c-span.org. C-SP 's website is an excellent informa
tion resource and provides wcbcast: of many of its 
program!> in Real Play ·r format. 

CONCLUSION 

f!opefully this essay' ill prove a good introduction 
to the rich ariety of publicly accessible national secu
rity policy information resources provided by l .. 
,ov ·rnmcnt agency websites or in print publications 

available at m·tny federal depository librari es. :'\ational 
security rolicy is an extr ·mely diverse and interdiscipli
muy . uhject that defies ·asy categorization. It includes 
what most people ' ou ld regard as obvious characteris
tics or this topic such as war, fighting, killing. death, 
and incli idual ' eapons system.. Howe er, it reach 
co crs rields as diverse as budgetary pending, materi
als acquisition and rrocurcment, judici-tl procedure, 
gov ·rnm •ntal approrriations, environmental contam i
nation and remediation , stat · of the art technological 
rcSl"trch . lso induclecl arc the most savage and noblest 
asp ·cts of human nature, political courage ' tnd exped i
ency, international political planning and stra tegy, as 
w ·II a. au ·mpt ing to understand divergent national, 
regional, and religious cul tural worl lvi ws, terrorism, 
information warfar ', arms contro l, 'll1d a plethora of 
normative, philo. ophica l, hi. torical, economic, politi
ca l, and military issues. ationa l secu rity is t o often a 
subject surrounded in mysteiy and, unfortunately, is 
often the target of paranoid and conspintorial specula
tion since many ' tspccts of it arc necessarily hrouded 
for justifi<tl le reasons of national secu rity. , v rtheless, 
it is a subject that is good for Americans to be informed 
about and, hopefully, the 'II seck to tal e advantage of 
the ri ·h arra of gov ·rnmcnt Information re ources that 
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are available on this subject to enhanc their under-
, tanding of narional ecurity and hO\v national s urity 
policy has, i . and ma) be conducted I y the 
Government during the opening ear. of th 21st 
century. 

NOTES 

'' ee merican Libraty As ·ociation. Office of GO\ ern
ment Relation , "'Le s Access to Le Information," 
ww\v.ala.or washof/ le ace ss.html; and 0 lB \ . arch, 
"Acce s to Government Information Post ept mber 
11." www.omb' arch.org/ article/ ar hive/ 10 for ongoing 
coverage of post- eptember 11 government informa-
tion ac e. s issue . Readers should note that th rgani-
zation pr nting the e per pective represent advo
cacy organizations whose personnel have little, if any, 
sub tantiv unci rstanding or profe ional exp rience 
dealing with the op rational, political, and ethical 
issue. fac d by governm ntal po lic maker enrru ted 
with protecting national security and the security of 
information r ources needed to protect national 
s cu rity. 

lliSee Gov rnment Printing Offic , Library Pro-
grams eivic , '·Locate l·ederal De1 o itory Librari s," 
\v·w\v.access.gpo.gov/ su_docs/ locators/ findlil s; for an 
online dir ctOIY of federal depository librari s. 

IJ1Cnited States Con titulion, Atticl 2 crion 2 Clau e 1. 

1'1Example of the volum inous literarur on Pre idential 
executive power include Lyn Ragsdale and John ]. 
Theis. III, ·The lnstituti nalization of th Am rican 
Presidency, 1924-92," American .fou rna! of Polit ica/ 
cience 41 (4)(1996): 1280-1318; Peri Arnold , \!laking 

tbe Managerial Presidency: Comprebensiue Re01p,et 11i
zation Planning, 1905-1980. (Princeton, ]: Prin eton 
L'niversity Press, 1986); Michael A. Genovese, Tbe 
Pou•er of tbe AmericanPresidellC)': 1789-2000, (New 
York: Oxford niversi t Press, 2001): Forrest 
M Donald, 17Je American Presidency: An lntelleclual 
Hi ·t01y, (Lawrence: niversity Pres of I a r.s.A.s, 
1994); 'tnd iclney M. l ilki , Tbe America/l Presidency: 
Origi11s and Development, 7 776-1990. (\J' ashington, 
DC: CQ Pre s, 1990). 

1' 1President of the nited Stat s, ·'Detention, Tre'ttment. 
and Trial of cna in Non-Citizens in the \ ar Against 
Terrorism," November 13, 2001 , \vww.wh itehouse.gov/ 
new / releases/ 2001/ 11/ 20011113-2 .html:1-6 

16 homa E. Hicks and ernon Loeb. "'Bu h Developing 
Military Policy of triking Fir t; ew Doctrine Addres es 
Ten·ori m," \.'(Ia. bington Post, june 10. 2002. p. AOl. 

n ee w~ -v .whitehou e.gov/ cleptofhomelancl/ bill for the 
Bush Administration's initial version of thi. legislation . 

IHJ fitchell E. Daniels, Jr," (Wa. hington. DC: 0 lB, 
2001): 1; \ rwv.r.wh it h u e.go l omb/ orga nization/ 
offi e. html. 
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191For co erage of the Yaluable information that an be 

provided by governmental in pector general r port e 
Thelma Friede , ··In pector General R port as In tru
ment of Go,·ernmental Accounrabiliry:· Col'ennnent 
Infonnation Quarter~) ' , 9 (1)0992): 5.3-6-t. 

1101Executive Office of the Pre ident, ··L-nited , tate. 
Intelligence cti,·itie ... -!6 Federal Register 23-, (De
cember 8. 1981): - 99-! - . 

' 111 .. ~ational Archive and Record Admini tration. 
nited tales Couernment .llcmual. 2001--002. (Wash

ington, DC: G.P.O .. 2001): 200-01. 

' 12'Demon. n·arion of \YOrk evaluating Pr sidential 
commi sion. can be found in Terrence H. Tutching . 

Rhetoric and Reality: Pre idential Com mis ions and 
the .\laking of Public PoliCJ. (Boulder, CO: \'\ esr,·ie\v 

Pre s, 19 9); David Flitner. The Politics of Presidential 
Commis ions, (Dobbs Feny. :.J : Transnational Publica
tions. 1986); and David F. LinO\ve . Creating Public 
Policy: The Chairman 's 'vlernoir qf Four Pre idential 
Comm i sions. (\ stport, CT: Praeger, 1998). 

IJ3i"An Act to Authorize Appropriation for Fi:cal Yea r 

2001 for Mi li ta ry Activiti es o f th D partment of De

fen. e. fo r 1ili ta ry Construction, and for Defense 
Activities of the Department of Energy. to Pre cribe 
Per onnel Strength. for , uch Fi. ca l Year for the Armed 

Forces. and for Other Purpo. es," Public Lm,· 106-398. 
ll<f L'. . tatutes at Large 165·1. 165-IA, 33<~-338. 

'
1 

'1S e Article 1 Section 8 Clause 1 of the L'nited tales 
Constitution for ongres ional power to provide for 
the common defense: United tales Constitution Article 

1 Section 8 Clause 2 for Congressional borrowing 
authority: and United tales Constitution rti clc 1 
Section 8 lauses 11-18 for Congressional war decla ra

tion autho rity . military fu nding authority, and milit' try 
lega l and regulatory authority. 

IJ'ii"I-f.R. 5005: To Establish the Department of Ilome

land Security, ' tnd For ther Purpose.," U.S. House of 
Representatives. 107th Cong., _nd Sess .. June 24. 2002. 

IH•I United States Constitution Article 2 Section 2 lause 2. 

u-IL'nitec/ States Code. (2000 ed ition) 2 .S.C. J66(h) 

'
18'"S .Res. 21: Di r ·ring the S rgeant- 'tt-Arms to Prov ide 
Internet Access to enain ongressional Documents, 

including certain Congressional Research Service 

publications, Senate Lobbying and Gift Report Filings . 
and Senate and joint Committe Documents, 107th 

Cong. , 1st . ess. , February 14, 2001. 
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