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be Island of Lost Map , a popular little 
book written by Jiles !Iarvey. recently 
came Lo the attention of many librarian 
and Lhe public at large on the alue of 

J rare map . IL~ author explores the theft of 
hi~LOrical maps from . ome of the world 's most famous 
libraries. Looking at ome of the titles described by 
I fa1vey, mo~L "documents" librarians would recognize 
thaL some of Lhe Litles ~ ere originally publi heel by the 
l .S. govc;rnment in Hous<.: and enaLe Documents and 
compiled into the U.S. Congressional erial el hereaf­
Ler rd<.: rrcd LO as the erial el. 

Many de. criprion arc ava ihble about the exten ive 
hisLOrical in formation published w ithin Hou e and 

--

ILLUSTRATION 1. 

enate report and documents that are bound into the 
erial el. ]oe Morehead refer ro the va riou name 

given to the erial et " including the serial numb r set, 
congre ional edition, congr ss ional et, congre siona l 
erie . and sheep or sheep-bound t (owing to its 

di tinctive sheepskin binding)." The Government 
Printing Office provicl s a brief description with a 
history at its GPO Access ntitl cl " .. Congressional 
erial et: ~ hat it is and its Hi rory ' . (http:/ / wvvw. 

access.gpo.go I u_docs/ clpo / sset.html) \ ' hile dated, 
Laurence F. chmeckebier and Roy B. Ea tin provide a 
Lhorough ove1view of H use and enate reports and 
documents, the erial el and variou hi tori ca l in-
d xes. 

Chart shm- ing improvc;menr of Indiana Chut , Falls of hio 

Producer: The American Graphic Co. Imprint: : American Graph ic Co .. 1886 ca le: 1:2,000 
Call 1 o.: Yl.l ' - : 2Lf6'l (·f9-2) ([ u.e Ex. Do 1, map L 

Note: .' izc: L9 x 53cm. Major Amo. Stickn y, Corps of Engineer , .. A. ; C.L. Cornwell , del; The American Graphic 
Compan , 1 .Y. hm s a number of improvements made on Lhe Ohio H.iver along the Indiana Chute, including 
dams, crib dil '., breakwaLer and rock exca ations " iclth of channel indicated a va rious points. 
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\\'hile p rhap not a \'aluahle a Han·ey de ribes, 
map of Indiana· pa t can be u eel to illustrat th 
development. both in human term as \Yell a: phy ical. 
of our tat and our communitie . Xumerou hi tori at 
map remain hidden becau e they ha,· been publi heel 
a attachment to go\'ernm nt document or re arch 
, tudie . . :-lap i ued ~·ithin U .•. Congr ional docu­
men~ pro,·ide \'aluable clue to the geographical. 
social. and physiological rudy of the :tate of Indiana. 
As ~·ell agencie of th tate of Indiana often publi h d 
map of the tat and countie. in annual repon . \Yhi h 
for man · year wer compiled into th J''earbook of 
Indiana. This article will explore the exi renee of the, e 
map. 

·ntil recently, locating cartograph ic information, 
publi heel 'I attachm nts to House and nate report 
and documenr ~·ithin the , eria l , et, \Ya difficult. The 
L'. . Congressional erial et index, published by the 
Congres ional Information , en ·ice, origimlly only 
covered textual materials. Hmve\'er, during the late 
1990' ·, three part \Vere added to this index that 
provide acce to the maps in the erial et. A the 

Editor"s Introduction note:. the projen to index and 
li, t the maps contained in the 'erial et began in 198'1 
but \Ya. not ompletecl umil the mid-1990' . It i, an 
im·aluable re. earch tool th:Jt hi. torian, and genealogist: 
will trea ure. but geologist . geographers. and en\'iron­
menrali. ts houlcl also tak ' note. l 'sing this tool and the 
erial Set , ·otume. a,·aibble at th · Indiana L'ni\'crsity 

Libraries in Bloomington. \YC ha\'e idcnrified the maps 
that focus on ar a. \Yithin. or that encompa .. . the :rat' 
of Indiana. The maps CO\'Cr ,·inually C\ cry a. peer of life. 
from territorial boundaries. to oil and gas fields. There 
are glacial map of the lllinois Ice Lobe. There arc 
harbor ma1 s and political boundary maps. , omL' 
examples follo\Y. The recent •stablishmcnt < f the Fal ls 
of the Ohio , tate Park might ha\'c stu t ·nts interested in 
the hi. roric-11 impro\'emcnt, of the Indiana hute 
during the 1880' and 1890's. 

or cour. the original survey and triangubti n of 
the state remain important hec.tuse of iL-; use in 
establish ing boundary line · for land sales and town-
. hip count r boundaries. 

TERRITORIAL EXPANSION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

No. G.-1800. "TERRITOR¥ NonTnWEST OF T!TE Omo" DIVIDED Alm TllE WESTER..'l PAl!T 0RG.\~Iz~:n ~os "I:miA;>;A Tr.nmTonY." 

ILLUSTRATION 2. 

"Territory 1'-:orthwe t of the Ohio" divided and the we tern part rganized a "Indiana Territory". 
Imprint: 1 00 . 
Call umber: Yl.l/ 2: 4 8 (5 -2 House Do ·ument 15, Ia1 5) 
Notes: lap of the nited rates . bowing the organization of the tcrrito1y of Indiana. 

The 1911 "Map showing Ca lumet River Di ·trict, I ll inois and Indiana" gives the city grids, harb rs, railr ad and 
takes in Cook County, rtlinois and Lake County, Indiana. 
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ILLUSTRATION 3 (EXCERPTS OF MAP 2) 

fap showing Calumet Ri\·er Oi. trier. Illinoi and 
Indiana 

Producer: l ' .S. Engineer Office 
Imprint: 1911 
' calc: 1:42.300 
Call ~o.: GPD Yl.l 2: 6209 C62-2) House Doc 690, 

map 2 

Note: Map ~hows city grid~. public land grid . harbor , 
railroads, lakes and rivers in Cook County, lllinois and 
Lake .ounty, Indiana .... lap E''. 

A complete list of maps concerning Indiana, as 
indexed in the US erial el Index: Index and Carlo­
Bibliography qj' .lifaps, is a ailable at htrp:t wv.rw. 

indiana .edu/-libgm/in~erialsetmaps.html. The re earch 
for this website was partially funded from an Indiana 
f leritage R ·search 1rant with funds provided by the 
Indiana lli:-.torica l Society and the Indiana Humanities 
Council and ' l grant from the Indiana l 'niversity Librar­

i an~ A sociation in 1999. 
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ILLUSTRATION 3. 

-CALUMET RIVER DISTRICT, 
ILUNOIS AND INDIANA. 

co.. c.a ~ " u .,., .. oc; .. nn rcnow " 
ton."' c.t.. NO- " l •• COI'III"S 01 ~ .. c::ut&, f#.. L •'-'•••­

-.MD flli(Mol "'" tiC _,.., M.I.IC "'•lft&. eTC. 

J • 

·~·· Scale-

1: Terpts from "E" lap showing alumet 
Hi er District, Illino is and Indiana. .S. 
,ongres . . T lou. e Document 690, 62nd 

Congress, 2nd Session C6209), 1911. 

imilar in many respects to the U . . Congressional 
erial Set. the tate of Ind iana publi ·heel the Yearbook 

of Indiana from 191 through 19-0. compiling th 
annual reports of the major agencie of the rare. \ ' hile 
mo t of the e document are narrative. with few 
illu. tration or chart ·. orne yea rs and om agencies 
included map , stati tica l tables and charts of great 
value. An example of their va lue ca n be illu tratcd with 

a reference que tion that I d u · to locate rate highway 

map a fir t i ued by the Indiana Highway Depart­
ment (now the Indiana Department of Transportation) : 
··rn what year did the state of Indiana f irst utilize 

numb r on it tate highways?'' 

ILLUSTRATION 4 (COMPOSITE OF 1917 AND 1930). 

Th maps abo e illustrate that in 191 road were 

not numbered, but by 1930 they were, narrowing the 
gap for the re ·ea rcher. \1 e w ill Jeav it to the curiou to 
explore tbi que tion further since our 1 urpos here is 
to point out the existence of these maps w ithin the 
arious reports. \X!hile the Institute for Public Adminis­

tration publi heel an index to these report in 1970, it 
does not list maps or other illustrations. 

Indiana maps published b fore 1900 ca n be 
identified w ithin the Indiana volume of the Checkli t of 
printed maps of tbe ivfiddle \.\7est to 1900, but no 

comprehen i li t exists for maps publ i ·heel during the 
twentieth century. Rar historical maps of Indiana exist 
in many collections w ithin our libraries. \Y/e encou rag 

librarians to take note of them, ee to their preserva­
tion, and con icl r th ir va lue for re arch. 
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tate Highway Map published in the 
Indiana Highway ommiSSIOil Annual 
Reports, 1917 and 1930 . 
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