
OVERVIEW OF GOVERNMENT HEALTH 
INFORMATION SOURCES 

Pritzl sources are gradually being replaced by 
electronic 

Within the last few years, the nited tares govern­
m<.:nt has initiated a major effort to make government 
publications available in electronic format. Although 
there: ~1rc.: still print materials produced, the trend for 
publicly a ailable materials or those designed for mass 
distribution has been to make electronic copie, avail­
' tble for printing or downloading. rn some case , the 
c.:k:ctronic v ·rsion is the only version, leading to some 
concerns about future access to electronic-only materi­
al,<, and th · archi ing of such documents. Tn fact, there 
novv exists the possibility that documents may be easily 
and permanently remo ed from public access because 
of the el ·ctronic-version only policy. However, the 
tn:nd towards having electronic-only versions will likely 
continue. 

Locating the right ageucy 

Although the [)ep·utment of l fea lth and flu man 
S ·r ices (and its sub-agencies) would eem to be the 
most logical choic • for h ·a lth or medical inform·nion, 
other agencies also produce important m·tterials on 
health-rel::tted topics. Often, different agenci s w ill 
cover, for example, food-borne illness or food poison­
ing. llowever, ' ithin that topic, one agency rwty 
concentrat • on, for example, food handling resea rch , 
another on th · medical care of food poisoning, and still 
another on environmental factors in foodborne ill­
m·sses. Th •r {ore, although health portal . ites ha c 
mack it casi ·r to locaw materials, it is still helpful to 
have :>Onll' idea of the purpos' of each agency to help 
pinpoint sp ·cific topics or aspects of topics. Another 
r ·atur . of man of th ·se sites is that the information 
wi ll b · di ided into sections by educational or knowl­
·dgc I • cis, such as Patients. on ·umers/ Public ersu 
llcalth Profc:s ionals. 

INFORMATION PORTALS AND HUBS 

The fed ·red government has recently disco creel 
that ther ' is a large amount of redundancy in docu-
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ments among different agencies. To remedy thi , 
various agencie have created redundant, cross-agency 
portal or hub ite . They do cover a portion of many of 
these government site , hmvever, go ernm nt agencie 
arc huge w bsites that do nor seem to be indexed to 
any depth by genera l sea rch engines. They are a large 
part of the .. invisible eb" as mentioned by Gary Price 
on his website, http://invi ·ible-\ ' eb.net. 

The foilo\ving list of portals for health-r lated topics 
is assembled in a subjecti \'C order of u efulness. 

GENERAL HEALTH AND MEDICINE PORTALS 

MedlinePlus http: / medlin plu .gov 

1 ledlinePius i, a laraba. e d igne I to assist in 
locating authoritati e health information by providing 
carefu lly elected links to " eb resources with health 
information on over 600 topics. Each topic page has 
links to pre-formulated sea rches of the Pub led 
1\tledline database to locate the latest professional 
articl es on that pecific topic. AI o indue! d are medical 
dictionaries, drug information. and a medical encyclo­
pedia. There is a panish interface \Vith many Spanish­
language records. MedlinePius also links to authorita­
ti ve organ ization. 'tssociated with each topic page. 

HealthFinder http:/ / healrhfi nder.gov 

IIealthFind r is a Federa l .. , developed by the 
l'.S. Department of Health and Human Serv ices to­
gether with other federal agencies. It links to ca refully 
se lected information and uri 's from over 1,800 he·dth­
related organizations. The best thing about 
I Lca lthFinder are irs ·pan ish interface at Imp:! I 
h •a lrhfinder.gov/ espanol and it Kids interface at 
http:/ / hca lthfinder.gov/ kids. 

Combined Health Information Database (C.H.I.D.) 
http:! / chid .nih .gov 

.1-U.D. i a bibliographic databa e produced by 
health-related agencies of the federal government. 
C.H. I.D. pro ide titles, abstracts, and ava ilability 
information, but not fu ll -text access, for health informa­
tion and health education resources on ixteen topic . 
In add ition to professiona l journal and article citations, 
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C.H.I.D. al o li ts health promotion brochure . patient 
education material and program de. crit tions that are 
not indexed el ewhere. 

Federal Health Information Centers and Clearing­
houses 

http: "'"'""·health.gm· . :HIC Pubs cleruinghou, . htm 

The fed ral goYemment operate many clearing­
hou e and information cenr r that focus on specific 
topic . Their service include eli rrihuting publication 
prodding referrals. and an " 'ering inquiries. In addi­
tion, many offer t ll-free number . 

Consumer.gov for Health 
http://www.consumer.go\· hea lth .htm 

As a sub t of FirstGov, http: \\W\\'.firstgm·.gm·. 
Fir tGov for Consumer focu es on health related site . 
Fir tGov claims to have the mo. t comprehen. i\·e . earch 
of government information any\\·here on the Internet 
and is the offic ial .. gatew ay to all government 
information . Tt ha three major subd ivisions, citizen . 
business and government mplo ees. 

GPO Access 
http:!/\\ ~rw.gpoaccess.gov/index.html 

GPO Access is a service o f the ov rnm 'nt 
Printing Office that provide. free electronic acce . to a 
wealth of important information products produced by 
the federal government. The information provided on 
thi site is the official. publi heel version. and is funded 
b) the Federal D po itory Library Program. GPO Acce ·s 
provides applica tion to search for items ava ilable in 
federa l depository libra1y collections, and to loca te 
depository librarie using a state abbre,·iation or area 
code. 

Federal Consumer Information Center 
http:!;,, ww. pueblo .gsa.gov 

The Federal Consumer Information Cemer 
(F.C.l.C.) is the re. ult of a merger of the Consumer 
Information Center (C. !. . ) and the Federal lnforma­
tion Center CF.l.C.) . The merg r combined the C. l.C. 
( www. pueblo.gsa.gov ). the ColiS// mer !llformat io11 
Catalog, and the Pueblo publica tion distribution 
program. It offers print and online publications on a 
wide va riety o f topics. The health section has only a fe'" 
topics. 

SPECIALIZED HEALTH PORTALS 
(ALPHABETICAL ORDER) 

DisabilityDirect.gov 
http:/ / www.disabil ityinfo. gov/ 

This site is a new po1tal to govemmem disability sites. 

Gateway to Government Food Safety Information 
hrrp://www.foodsafet) .gov 
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Food, afery.gm· i. a gate'>'.·ay L! . ' . that provide. lin! 
to elected gov rnmenr food saf ()'-related information. 
:\ t ev 'f)' government l ' . · . i, li. ted . \'\!hen more than 
one gm·ernment l ' ., . pro\"id s simibr informati n. 
link \Yill be proYided to only one or two of tho e . ite 

Nutrition.gov 
http: "'"' ' " ·nutrition.go,· home index.php.:) 

:'\utrition.gov is ::1 portal to nutrition informati n 
across the ag n ·ie of the fe leral government. It links 
to nutrition :.111d food as. istancc program , uch as the 
Food ramp Program, the .'pc ial Supplemental 1'\utri­
tion Program for \\'"omen. Infant. and bil lrcn. and th' 
, chool Lunch an I Breakfast program, and ro federally 
upported re ·carch. reports, ::tnd l rochur 'S as well a 

funding opportunit ies in the fed ' I:tl gmcrnment. l 's ·r: 
can find information on health · eating, rhc foo l guide 
pyramid, dicr::try guidelines for Americans. diewry 
supplement . fitness and hmY to l eep food safe. 

Workplace Issue : Wellness in the Workplace 
http: " ivw .hu. in ss.g v hu ach- maincat.cfm?c:Hid = 11 .:) 

Th i. site ccwers issues such as st ress. o ·cupational 
injuries and diseases. jnh safety, and substance and 
alcohol ~1huse in the workpla ·c. 

HEALTH INFORMATION ORGANIZED BY 
RELEVANT AGENCY 

Department of Health & Human Services 
hup: / ""''''·.hhs.gov 

National In titutes of Health (N.I.H.) 
http: W\\W.nih.gOY 

The l'\a tional Institutes or l lca lth is th' fc lend focll 
po int fo r med ical res •arch in the l 1. ·. The N.J.!!. 
suppons resea rch in its own laboratories and th' 
research of non-federal scientists in universiti ' S, 

medica l schools. hospit als . and resea rch institutions 
throughout the coumry and :tbroad; h ·Ips in th' 
training or resea rch investigators; :tnc.l fost •rs the 
com munica Li on o f medica l and hea lth sciences informa­
tion. The 27 sepa rate National lnstitut ·s of llea lth 
Inst itute., ccmcrs and offic 'S arc listed at: hup: W\\·w. 

nih .gov/ icd . Some of th , more wel l-l nown c •ntcrs arc 
the ational Can ·er Institute, th · Nationa l ll •a rt , Lung 
& Blood Institute, and th ' Nationa l lnstitut • on Aging. 

National Library of Medicine (N.L.M .) 
http: / w' ' .nlm .nih .gov/ nlmhomc. html 

The National Lib rar of Medicine (1 .L. 11. ) is the 
worl l's larg st medical library. The library collects 
materials in all areas of biomedicine and h altb ca re, as 
well a· w orks on biomedica l aspect. f technology, the 
humanitie , an I the phys i al , life, and o ial ·cien e • . 

PubMed (Medline) 
http:! / www. ncb i. nlm. nih.gov / cn t rcz/ q uery.fcgi 
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PubMed, a . ervice of the :'\ational Libraty of Jv!edi­
cine, provide. acce s to o er tvvel e million MEDLI:\'E 
ci tations hack to the mid-1960's and additional life 
science journal'>. PuhMed includes links to many ires 
providing full text article and other related resou rce . 

PubMed Central 
http: \V\>\'\.\.·.pubmedcentral.nih.gov 

Pub,\llcd Central is a collection of ful l-text life 
sci<:nce journals that is free to users. 

TOXNET 
http:. toxnet.nlm.nih.go I 

TOX 'ET is a collection of daraha. es on toxicology, 
hazardous chemicals and related topics. A new feature 
useful for con wner. is Tox Town http: toxtO\\'n. 
nlm.nih.go / wwn main.html, an ea. y-to-u e guide to 
common chemicals in homes, workplace , . chools and 
the environment. 

Centers for Di ease Control (C.D.C.) 
http: v\'W> .cdc.gov/ 

The C. D.C. moni tors health, detects and in esri­
g-ues he·tl th problems. develops and advo ares ound 
publ ic hea lth policies, imp! •menL'> prevention tratc­
gies, and promotes hea lthy beha iors. C.D.C. play a 
cri tica l role in contro ll ing d isea. es such as HIV 'AID. 
and tubercu losis by in estigating outbreak abroad or 
at home. In today's globa l environment, new d iseases 
ha e the pot ·mial to spr ·ad across the world in a 
mauer of day , or even hours, making ea rl y detection 
·tnd anion more important than ever. In addition, by 
assisting state ' tnd local health depan mem , C.D .. 
worl s to protect th • public e c ry day. 

National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH) 
http:/ / www.cdc.gov; niosh homepage. hun l 

.I.O.S. II. is th • federal agency responsible for 
conducting rL'sc·trch on occupational d i. eases and 
injuri •s, and fo r mal ing recommendations for the 
prcn:ntion of work-re lated c.l i ease ' tnd injwy. 

National Ag Safety Database 
http: www.cclc.gov nasd/ 

lAS [) is a nat iona l central repository of agricultural 
hea lth , sa fety, and inju ry p r ·vention materials for the 
·tgricultural com mu nity and ·speci·tll y for agricul tural 
safety specia lists 

Center for Medicare and Me,Ucaid (C.M.S.) [for­
merly th Health Care Financing Administration] 
http: ·ms.hhs.gov 

Th · C ·nters for Medicare & Medic1 id ervices 
CC. J.S.l run the 1l cdica re and M >d ica id national health 
care programs. C.J\ l. S. runs the • ta te hildr n 's flea lr.h 
ln.'>urann: Program (S.C. ! !.J.P.), a program that covers 
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many of the approximate! ten million unin ured 
child ren in th nited ta te . Tn addition, C. I. . al o 
regu late all laboratory testing (except re earch) 
performed on human in the 'n ited tate . Approxi­
mately 158.000 laboratoty entities fa ll w ithin C.1 I. .'s 
regu latory re ponsib iliry. And C.M .. , with the Depart­
ments of Labor and Trea u ry, help mill ion of Alneri ­
cans and ma ll companies get and keep health insur­
ance coverage and helps eliminate discrim ination based 
on health tatu for people buying hea lth insurance. 

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
(H.I.P.A.A.) 
http:/ em .hhs.go / hipaa/ 

T itle I of the Hea lth Lnsuranc Portabili ty and 
Accountabili ty Act of 1996 (H .I.PA.A.) prot ct health 
insurance cov rage for workers and their families w hen 
r.he change or lose their job . I t establi hes national 
standard for electronic hc-tlth ca re tran action and 
national identifier fo r p rovid rs. health plans, and 
employers. It al o addresses the security and priv·tcy o f 
hea lth data. 

Medicare 
http:/ j\V\ w. medicare.gov/ 

r dica re is the nation' largest health insurance 
program, w hich cover over 39 million Am rica n . 
Medica re provide hea lth insurance to people ag 6 ~ 

and over, those \ ho ha e permanent kidney fa ilure, 
and certain people w ith disabilities. 

Medicaid 
http:;/cms.hh ·.gov/ m d ica id/ 

Medicaid is ' I jo intly funded, federal-state hea lth 
insuran e program for certain 10\· - income and needy 
people. It co ers approximately 36 million indiv iduals 
including children, the aged, blind, and/ or disa bled, 
and p ople w ho arc el igible to receive fed rally ·1ss isted 
income maintenance payment . 

Food and Drug Administration 
hup: l www.fda.gov 

The FDA regulates a number of product including 
food items, medic-tl device· like hearing aids or pace­
m·tkers, co metics, animal food and drugs. over-the­
counter and prescription drugs, vaccines. b lood prod­
ucts, and radiation-emitting device like ce ll phones or 
microwave ovens. 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) 
http://www.samh a.gov 

S MH A is the federal agency charged w ith improv­
ing the quality and ava ilability of pr vention, treatment, 
and rehabili ta tive er ices in rder to reduce illness. 
dea th , disability, and cost to society resulting from 
substance abuse and mental illnesse . 
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Center for Mental Health Resources 
http: "'""·.mentalhealth.org 

C.\IH i charged "-'ith leading the national , y. tem 
that deliver mental health ervice . The goal of thi · 
y tem is to provide the treatment and upporr en·ices 

needed by adult "-'ith mental eli order · and children 
with eriou motional problem . 

Center for Substance Abuse Treatment 
http: "'" '. amhsa.gov center csat2002 
c at_frame.html 

This center improve the li,·e of indi,·iduals and 
familie affected by alcohol and drug abu e by en uring 
acce to clinically ound. co t-effective addiction 
treatment that reduc the health and ocial costs to 
our communitie and the nation. 

Healthy People 
http:/ 'v"-w.health.gov healthypeople 

Healthy People 2010 is the pre,·ention agenda for 
the nation. It i a tatemenr of natioml health objectives 
de igned to identify the mo t significant prev nrable 
threat to health and to establ i ·h national goals to 
reduce these threat . It collect data on ten leading 
health indicators. 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
http:! / www.clol.gov 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) 
http: w\vw.osha.gO\ index.html 

0 . !LA's mission is to ave li es, prevenr injuries and 
protect the health of America's '''orker . To accomplish 
this. federal and state government must work in 
partnership with the more than 100 million \\'Orker 
and their six and a half million employers who are 
covered by the Occupationa l afery and Health Act of 
1970. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
http: "''"''''.usda .gov 

Food and Nutrition Information Center 

http: \\'Ww.nal.usda.gov fnic etext 000033.html=xtocid 
238182 

Th is center pro,·ides an extensive list of nutrition. 
food safety and diet sites from many ag ' ncies. 

Food Safety and Inspection Service 
http://www.fsis.u da.gov/ index.htm 

The F, IS protects the public from foodborne illness. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
http: www.commerce.gov/ 

National Consumer Product Safety Commission 
http:! / www.cpsc.gov/ index . html 
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National Technical Information Service 
Imp: "'"'" .ntis.go,· 

Fed\Vorld 
Imp: """·.fed\\·orld.gO\· 

The Fed\\'orld.gov C.S. i::. a gateway to gon~rnm...:nr 
information. Thi , ire i · managed by the .:\arional 
Technical Inforn1ation • erYi ·e C\ TL') as part of it: 
information management mandate. lr sen es as the 
online locator sen·ice for :1 comprehensive inn:!ntory of 
information dis ·eminated by th...: federal go,·ernment. 
This sen·ice as. ists agen ·i ·s and the public in clc ·troni­
cally locating federal gO\ ernmcnt information. both 
within and \Yithout the .:\arional Tc ·hnic~tl Information 
:crYice (.:\Tl ') repo itory. The .:\TIS is a broker of 
federally spon ored scientific, techni ·al and business­
related information and reports. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
hllp: \\c\\ i\ .epa.gov 

The mis ion of rhc L.S. Environmenral Pr )te ·tion 
Ag •ncy is ro prorecr human health and to safegu:1r I tlw 
natural em ironmem-air, w:llcr, an I !an 1- upon 
which life depends. The E.P.A .Online Library S stem 
at: http: """'.epa.gov natlihr<t ols.htm consists of 
related databa e. that can he u:;ed to locate books. 
reports, and audic)\'isu:ll materi:lls on a \':triet • of topics. 

STATISTICS 

National Center for Health Statistics (N.C.H.S.) 
Imp: \\'W\Y.cdc.gc)\' nchs 

!'\. .II .S. is the fe ler:ll gm·crnmcnt 's prin ·ip.tl vital 
and health . tatistics agency. This agency pro\'ide::. data 
on vital e\·cnts as well as information on health ::.tatus, 
lifestyle and exposure to unhealth · inlluences, the 
onset and dhgnosis of illness and disability, and til· 
USC of health care. A quick index to popular st:lliStics i:-. 
ca lled F ST TS (hup: W\\W.cdc.go nchs. fastats 
default. htm) 

Health Statistics (MedlinePlu ) 
Imp: w\\w.nlm.nih.gov medlincplus healthstati::.tic::.. html 

The Health Statistics page on MedlinePius collect::. 
statistics from many ag ·ncies. There is also a "::.tati::.tic::." 
subheading on most topic pages, e.g. Brea.-;t Cancer. 

LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

Code of Federal Regulations 
http://v' w.acces .gpo.gov/ nara/ fr/ index. html 

Title 21 cover Food and Drugs. Title 42 c vers Public 
Tl ea lth. 

Federal Register 
http:!/" vw.gpoaccess. ov/ fr/ index.html 

The Federal Register i the fficial daily publication 
r r rules, propo eel rules, and notices of federal agen-
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cie and organization . . The majority of h alth-related 
items will be under the Department of Health & 
Human e1 i e . 

INDIANA 

Indiana State Department of Health 
hnp: ww·w .. in.gov ' isdh index.htm 

Indiana State Department of Health Data & 
Statistics 
http:/ 1\l:ww.in.gov/ isdh/dataandstats/ data_and_ tati. tic . 
htm 

Indiana Code (Title 16 covers health) 
http://www.state.in.u / 1 'gi lative/ ic/ code/ 

SUMMARY: 

Government information on health care and 
medicine is increasingly available via the web. ince 
locating authoritative information on h alth topics is 
problematic at be. t, this is good news for u ·ers. And , in 
addition, much of the consumer information and many 
tc.:chnical reporrs and other materials are also available 
in PDF format. Like much of the Internet, the problem 
many times is too much information and not enough 
organization. The cross-agency portal. and hubs are an 
important early step in organizing hea lth information 
and making it ca. ier to locate relevant material for 
libraries and end user . 
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