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he U.S. Government is the largest 

7 producer of information in the world. 
Through its agencie it creates, gather. , 
and produces information on topic. 
from the 'trr. to the cience and for al l 
rypes of libra1y u ·ers- children to senior 

Cilizens. Since 1858 the Federal Deposit01y Library 
Program (f.D.L. P.) has been responsible for collecting, 
organizing maintaining preserving and providing 
in formation from the federa l government. Congression
all y-de ignated libraries (up to two per congre ional 
districl) receive selected classes of go ernmem re
sources at no cost, and in return are obligated to 
provide open and free access to thi material. These 
include some of the most useful reference ou rce at 
the information d.:sk - the Occupational Outlook 
Handboole, tatist ica/ Abstract of the 'nited tate , 
and the World Factbook. While depo ito1y lib rari 
rece ive these items free, non-depositoiy lib raries ha e 
had to pur ha e these materials from the overnment 
Printing Offic (G.P.O.) or a repackaged ver ·ion from a 
commercial publisher. 

Sin e 1994 G.P .. 'tnd orher federal agencies have 
been moving . tcad il y toward electronic production of 
information. By June 2002, the , up rintendent of 
D ocument reported that 6 1% of depository items had 
been made ava ilable electronica Ll y. \ irtually all of these 
information . ou rccs arc nov freely available on the 
lmcrnet. In many c'tscs the new electronic resoUI· es 
arc b ' tter than th •ir print counterpart . Through 
conv ·r ion to online, many resources ha e been 
enhanced with s 'a rch and download ca pabilities not 
rossiblc wirh print versions such as the Congressional 
!JirectoJy. I n addition, n '" r ·sour e have been 
created and mor ' extensive information provided that 
was not made a ai labl ' in print , uch as the American 
Fctctl:inder. 

\ ith the exponentia l proliferation of electron ic 
go ernment information resource , choosing wh ich 
n::. ource. to add to the ol lection or highlight on lib rary 
' cb site can be a daunting task. Fortu iYttely, G.P.O. 
and federal lepository librarian have t amed up to 
produ ' a ari ty of tools to make it ea ·ier for all 
Iii rari ·s to identi fy and acid va luabl government 
inf'ormation w their library o llection. 
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Following i a ta rt-up k it t a sist small and 
med ium- ized libraries in adding federa l gov rnment 
resource to their online public acce ca talog and/ or 
libraty web ite. 

ADDING U.S. GOVERNMENT ELECTRONIC 
DOCUMENTS TO THE ONLINE PUBLIC ACCESS 
CATALOG 

The government has made it pra tical to add 
electronic resour es to the library cata log by providing 
a fre databa of full MAR cata loo record for docu
ments produced by federal agencies since 1994. The 
Catalog of .. Government Publications (http://w"" ~' . 

gpoacce ·.go / cgp/ ind x.htm l) , is ea ily ea rchecl by 
title or k yword to locate lectronic resources. One 
concern librarie ha e about adding an electron.ic 
document to th ca talog is the in tability of link to the 
resourc s. In an effo rt to achieve permanent public 
access to ssential government information, G.P.O. has 
develop d P Hl (P rsi tent niform Resource Loca
tor) for many go ernment resources. P 'RL · r lieve the 
library of having to keep track of moving Internet sites, 
by insuring that th user is always redirected to the 
curr nt ite for the electronic resource. A va riety o f 
re ources are ava ilable from G.P.O. and its federal 
depository library pa rtner for determining ~· hich 
resou rces hould be added to the ca taloo: 

• This F.D.L.P. Ba ic Collection (http:www. 
access.gpo.gov I su_docs/ fdl p/ coll-clev / basic
Ol.htm l) is an exc llent place to sta rt in adding 

aluabl gov rnment resources to the co llection. It 
includes the core list of documents that all federa l 
depository librarie are expected to make availab le to 
the ir con 't.ituencies. 

• C01·e Documents of .S. Democracy (http ://www. 
gpoacces .oov/ coredocs.htmi) includes links to 
auth ntica ted v rsions of current and historica l 
governm nt pub lications that have been identi fied a 

ssential to the defin ition of America n democratic 
ociety. A full MARC record with P lU. for the Core 

Documents w b site i ava ilable for downloading 
from the Catalog of .S Government Publica/ ions. 
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.S. Gouernment Documents Reference belj 
(Indiana University-Purdue 'n iversit) Fort \\'l"aJ ne) 

(hrrp:! /~r\V\v.lib.ipfw.edu/pir / u _governm n 
in formatio us_gov rnment_do um nt _r fer nc _ 
helf.html) include continually updated li t of link 

to clas ic and new electronic governm nt refer nee 
resource . 

ew Electronic Titles (http: wv.rw.acce s.opo.go\' 
su_doc / locator / ne index.html) pro id an an easy 
way to identify recently catalooe I el ctronic do u
menr . . i onthly link perform a ea rch of the 
Catalog of .S. Publications producing a list of 
recently cataloged electronic documents on a wid 
va riety of topic . A sea rch or August 2002 New 
Electronic Titles yielded record for such diverse 
it ms as Popular baby names (http://purl.acce . 
gpo.go / GPO/ LP 2159-), Talk ino with your doctor: 
a guide f or older people (http:! / purl.acce .gpo. 
gov/ GPO/ LP 702 ) . and Child exua! e\ploitclfion.
improv'ing investigations and p rotecting victims 

(http://purl.acc .opo.go / GPO/ LP 21621). 

The . . Govenu11enr al o 1 ublish s and produce 
a number of periodi als -Endangered Species Bulletin , 
FDA Consumer, \1.ontb!y Labor Revieu , Occupati01'!al 
Outlook Quarter!), and Smitbsonian Magazine- and 
databases/ indexes - ERIC, GPO Access, Healtbfinder. 
PubMed , and 77Jomas - of use to small and m dium
sized librarie . Folio~ ing are \Veb ite, that id mit) 
Governm nt periodical , indexes, and databa that 
are freely a ailable on the Internet. Full MARC records 
for individual periodica l titl es, databa es, and indexes 
are ava ilabl through th Catalog of .. Publications. 

• Catalogs, Index es, and Databases ( niv rsity of 
Tonh T xa ) (http:/1\":v\vx . . library.unt.edu/ oovinfo/ 

su bjecr/ ca rsi ndx.ht ml) 

Government Databases by Subject (Indiana niver
sity-Pur lue nivers ity Indianapoli.) (htq :II\· ww. 
ulib.iupui.edu/ subjectar a / gov/ db ul ject.html) 

• Government Periodicals ( ni er ity of Lou isville) 
(http://library.loui · ille.edu/ governmen period ica ls/ 
periodall.html) 

• Govern.rnenl Periodicals Onli!le (Western Illinois 
ni ersity) (hnp://www.\v iu.edu/ library/ govpubs/ 

resources/ pubs 

.S. Government Periodicals on. the \.\'leb (Auburn 
niver ity) (http:/ h.;\vw.lib. auburn.edu/ madd/ docs/ 

govperiod icals. html) 

ADDING U.S. GOVERNMENT WEB SITES TO THE 
LIBRARY'S WEB SITE 

Add ing electronic government in formation to the 
library's x- eb site has also been made easier th rough the 
effort · f the American Library Association's Govern-
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m nr Information Technology Commin . The C m
minee ha. creat cl th Go1•emment li(/onna tion Web 
Page Template (http:! sunsite.bl!rkel y. clu1G D HT/ 
girco/ govinfot 1111 lare.htmD, a b<1sic gu ide to key 
federa l. · tate, ·mel international government in forma
tion ite . Ea ·h s tion include, fiv to :·ix link. to what 
the author"s consider to be the best ·mel most durabl 
ire . . 

In addition to th template, the site in lu les 
in ·rructions on hO\Y to download the template and add 
it '"a is" to your libr·tr_-· · \veb :ire. Ir also includ • 
dir ction on hO\Y to cu tomiz rhe t mplat for your 
in ritution - adding color and graphic , adding :mel 
clelcri ng link x ' irl1in th tem1 l:llc supplied section , 
and adding and deleting se -rion . . 

\ ' hile the author · of th ' template have s~ l 'Cted 
excel! nr ites. follO\Ying are som' suggc tion for 
bui lding upon th t mplate. Th 'S' additional r com
mend d links and se tions have been ·hosen for th ir 
o era II quality. reliabilit) . and interest to th ' gen ~ r::t l 

public. 

ADDITIONS TO THE GOVERNMENT INFORMATION 
WEB PAGE TEMPLATE SECTIONS 

Federal Govenunent: General In.fonnation 

fn add ition to the sites liste I on the template for 
Federal Government: G ~ n e r~ll Information - l niversity 
of lich igan ·s Federal Gouemment Resource· on tbe 
\\7eb, ALA's Frequentzr L'sec/ ites Related to L .. 
Government Ir~j'onnalion. L ' l 's U,. Feder1! Gou m 
Ill en/ Ag ncies DirectOI:J , Sup reme Court of the l'n ited 
'ta les, · . . Hou ' ? of Representalil'es, U. . ena lr:: . and 
\¥!bile House page onsid ' r add ing th ' rollo\ving: 

• Fedeml \\'leh Locator (C nter for I nfornnrion Law 
and Polic) ) (hup:/ / w\v\v .info ·tr. ·du/ f\vl provid 'S a 
li 'l or links by branch of gov ·rnm ' Ill an I ag ' 11C) . 

• Firs!Gov (Imp:! / www.firstgov.gov/ ) serves as th ' 
official .. gateway to gov 'rnmenl information. 

.S. Govem lllelll J1cnmal (http:! / www.gpoaccess. 
gov/ gmanual/ind 'X.h tml) provid 'S compr~hen ·ive 
in formation on the agcn ·ics or th ' lcgishtiv ', 
judicial , and exe ·utive branch •s. It also in ·ludes 
information on quasi-off'i cial ag ncies and int ' rna
tiona! organization in whi ·h th ' nited Stales 
panicipates; and boa rds, commissions, and commit-

tee . . 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT: LEGISLATIVE AND 
REGULATORY INFORMATION 

ln a !clition to the sit listed on the t mplate for 
Federal Government: Legi ·lative and R gulatory 
Information - Code q/ Federal Regula tions, 
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Congre · .Org, Federal Regi ·ter, CPO Access, LegislatiL·e 
Branch Internet Resources, 17:JOmas, and Uni ersity of 

onh Texa. Law web site consider adding the follow
ing: 

• Cong1·es ional Bills (http: \vww.gpoacce .gov bills 
index.html) contains the full-text of congre . ional 
bill from 1993 to present. 

• FindLau · (http://www.findlaw.com/ lOfedgov ) is a 
comprehen. ive source for all legal information at the 
state, federal. and international level. 

• Public a 11d Private Lctu•s (hnp://www.gpoacce s.gov/ 
plaws/ indc.:x.html> contains the full-text of public and 
private laws pas ed by Congress since 1995. 

STATISTICAL RESOURCES 

In addition to the sires listed on the template for 
Statistical Re ources - the Bureau of Labor tatistic , 
Bu ·ines & Fco11omic umeric Data from Mansfield 
l 'niversi ty, Feclstctls, the Lnited 1arion Info'\atioll , 

ationcil Cellter.for Hclucation tctlislics, ational 
Centerfor Health tctlistics, tatistical Agencies and 
/J'?fbrmation from the l fniversity of onh Texas, and 
the .5. Censu Bureau , consider adding the fol lowing: 

• Bureau of. fustice tatistics (http://www.ojp.u doj. 
gov/ bj. collects ·tnc.l analyze data on rime, crimi
nal offender. , and rime victim . . 

• Bureau of Transportatio11 tali tics (http://wv.rw. 
bts.gov/ ) compiles, analyzes, and produc s clara on 
all aspect of transportation and tran porration 
sa~ •ry. 

• J;"collomics 'tatistics Briefing Roo111 (http://www. 
whitehousc.go / fsbr/ esbr.html) provid s cuiT nt 
fed T il economic ind ica tor including consumer 
price inc.! x , unemploym ' nt rat s, and poverty ra[e . 

• Covemmenl Statistics ( andcrbilt nivcr i ty and 
F~deral Documems Task Force of ALA) (http://www. 
Iii rary. v•tnc.lcrbi lt.ec.lu romans/ fc.ltf! tatics.html) is a 
subject guide to sources of federa l ta[i tics. 
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ocial 'lett is! ics Briefinp, Roo111 (http://www. white 
hous ' .gov/ fsbr/. sbr.html) provide current ~ dcral 
socia l statistics such as crim ' rates, popu lation 
counts, and vital h ·a lth statisti s. 

tati ·tical Abstract c?f" the 11ited fates (http://ww\v. 
c:cnsus.gov/ prod/ w ' ' / sta tistica l-abstra tus. html) is 
the most essential of all statisti ·a\ r . our es, include 
a compilation of . tatistics produced by federal 
agencies and some non-governmental organization . 

nited tales Historical Census Data Browse1; 1790-
1960 (http://fisher.l i b. i rgi n ia .edu/ censu provides 
demographic economic, and ·ocial data fo r 
, !at ' and counties from l 790-1960. 

ADDITIONAL SECTIONS FOR THE GOVERNMENT 
INFORMATION WEB PAGE TEMPLATE 

Atlases and Maps 

• American FactFinder (http:t/factfincler.cen u .gov 
ervle!i Ba icFacts cn·let) provide cen u data in 

graphical forma[ from the national to indi iclua l 
censu block le Is. 

• Environmental Atlas (h[tp:l/www.epa.go / ce i webl/ 
cei ·home/ atla pro ides map · of the environmenral 
quality of . . air, land, and water. 

• Map Collection : 1500-2002 (http://lcweb2 .1oc.gov/ 
amme1 gmdhtml/gmclhome.html) contains digitized 
hi torica l map of cities and tox n , mili[ar battles 
and campaian , exploration, tran portation, and 

more. 

ational Atlas (http ://~"' -atla ·.u g .gov/ atla vue. 
html) provides a compr hen ive mapping of scien
tific, socie[al, and historic-tl data and ea, y to u e 
online interactive map capabilit ies. 

• 1 ational Pctrk Service Digital l'faps (lmp:l/w~ . 
nps.gov/ carto/ list_a-z.html) provide cl igitiz cl er
sion of national park maps . 

Pen y-Castaneda Librcny \l!ap Collection ( Imp:/ I 
www.lib.ut xa . du/ maps provide an exten i e 
collection of digitized CIA political, geograph ical , and 
thematic maps of countri s and r oion of th world , 
and Link [0 ources for all typ 'tncl vari ty of maps, 
atlase and gazetteer . 

• Vi ible Ectrlb (http://visibleea rrh.nasa.gov/ browse. 
htrn l) provide a earclnble di rectory of images 
visualizations, and animation of th ea rth. 

CONSUMER INFORMATION AND SERVICES 

• Ben's Guide to .5. Government .for Kids (http:!/ 
ben gu id .gpo.gov/ subject. html ) provide link to 
fed ral agency web sites developed pecifica ll. for 
k-12 stud nt , parents, and teach r . 

• Consu mer.gov (h[tp:l/www.consum r.gov erv s as 
a "one-stop'" gate\vay to a broad range of consumer 
information from the federal government arranged 
by broad subjects such as product saf ty , food, 
hea l[h , tran portation, ca reers, and ecluca[ion. 

• Federal Consumer il?(ormation Center (lmp://wx w. 
pueblo.gsa.gov is home [ 0 the National Contact 
C nt r for que tions about federal proorams, ben
efits. and s rvices, Consumer Action web ice for 
filing complaint , R ca ll , and cam informacion. 

• FirstCov for eniors (http://www.seniors.gov 
provide acce s w gov rnment sites that provide 
service for enior cit izens, such as ocial ecurity 
Administration H alth are Financing Adm ini tra-
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rion. the Admini tralion on Aging. the D panmem of 
Veteran Affairs, and more. 

tudents.gOL (Imp: ww\Y. rudents.gO\· ') pro\·ide 
acce to fed raJ gO\·ernment information and 
ervice for rudents and their familie on planning 

an education, areer d \" lopment. military en·ice, 
and community ervice. 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT: COURT DECISIONS 

• Federal Cou rt Locator ( \ ' illanova ni\'ersity chool of 
Law) (http:! / vi .law. ill.edu Locatort fedcourt.htmD 
link to . . upreme Court. 1.. . . Coun of Appeal , 
and .. Di trier Court . 

• Federal Courts Finder (Emory chao! of l<l\v) (Imp: 
www.law. moiy.edu FEDCT links via ·1 map of th 

nited tate to the . . upreme Court, federal 
ci rcuit court , tax coun, armed forces appeal c urt, 
and et ran' claim court. 

• Fine/Law (http://wv.rw.find law.com lOfedgo judicial 
index.html) provides links to .. , upreme Court, 
.. CoUits of Appeal, U . . Di trier Courts, Bank

ruptcy Court. and other curt-related ite . 

upreme Cou rl (Indiana niver ity-Pu rdue 'niversity 
Fort \ ayne) (http://w \\ .lib.ipfw.edu/ pir / u _ 
governmen authori ty/ upreme_court.html) pro
v ides links to va rious hi to rica l and current file 
of Supr me Court deci ion and information on 

upreme Court Ju tic 

upreme Court of the nited tales (http:tt \Y\\'"W. 
supremecourtus.gov i the official web ire of 
the . . upreme CoUit includ ing oral arguments. 
opinions ince 2000, and in formation on ju lices of 
th Supreme Court. 

HOT TOPICS AND SUBJECT GUIDES TO U.S. 
GOVERNMENT INFORMATION 

• Documents in the \ ews ( niversity of Mich igan 
Documents Center) (http://www. lib.umich.edu/ 
govdocs/ docnews.html) provide the mo t compre
hensive site of link to current events in formation 
resou rce · from 1995 through current day new 

evems. 

• Federal Resou rces OJ~qcuJ izecl by Topic (http:// 
WW'V .gpoaccess.gov/ topics/ index.html) provides 
topical pathfinders to . . Government in formation 
develop cl and maintained I y volu nteer experts. 

• Frequently sed ite Related to .. Federal Cov
emment l!~(ormation (http://www.library.vanderbilt. 
edu/ roman / fdtf/) provide easy, colorful acce s to 

.. government information by broad subject 
categories. 
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• Hot Topic. from tbe Cnil'eriZl ' of LouiTille (http: 
library.loui ville.edu g vernment ne\\' oth rlinks 
otherlink .html) provide subje t ac es. to sites that 
maintain current news :~nd documents. 

• \r1Jitebouse (http: \Y\Y\Y.whiteh use.g \" ) pro\·ide 
full-texr of pre ·idential spee ·hes. proclamations, 
radio addre. se , pre:s briefings, and executi \·e poli ·y 
documents. 

TAX FORMS AND OTHER FORMS FROM THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT 

• FedForm .go£' http: \Yww.fedfonn ·.gO\· ) provides 
.. on - top- hopping·· for the Fcc.leml forms most use I 
by the public. 

• Forms ji"OIII tbe red· (Imp: ·xlibris.memphis.edu 
govpubs form . . htm) cmtains do\\'nloa !able goYcrn
ment electronic forms most asked for I y rh' put li ·. 

• Get it Do11e Ouli11e (http: \\'\\ :~ · .firstg \'.gm· lliZcn 
en·ices.shtml) provides ac ·ess ro forms. appli ·a-

ti ns, and official rec rds available online from the 
federal government. 

• IR Forms a11d Publicatio11 · (Imp: \\ :1 :l'.irs.gm 
formspubs) provides tax forms. instructions, publi
cations, and notices from 1992 through the ·u1Tcnt 

yea r. 
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