
FROM THE EDITOR'S DESKTOP 

by Jennifer Burek Pierce 

his is ue of Indiana Libraries returns co 
the format of the traditional general 
issue featuring articles on diverse topics 
and concerning a range of library 
environments. Contribucors co this i ue 

work in public libraries and in education ; they serve in 
positions ranging from school media specialist to 
administracor. The differences of experience and 
perspective represented by their work should offer 
readers of Indiana Libraries not simply ideas for their 
ovvn libraries but also increa ed understanding of the 
matters whicl1 concern librarians in venues around th 
State. 

reve Cochran reports the results of a survey 
conducted by ILF's Intellectual Freedom Committee. 
The committee was interested in how public libra.rie in 
Indiana prepared co respond co potential threats to 
patron privacy repre ented by the PATRIOT Act. While 
some libraries appear co have enacted measures co 
ensure patron privacy, Coch.ran indicates that the vast 
majority could be doing more co uphold professional 
ideals. 

Patrick Bowron, Katherine Buck, Ryan Micheel, and 
Amanda Mihelich h ave explored the development of 
book clubs in contemporary U.S . culture in order co 
contextualize the Indianapolis One Book, One City 
program. Their project includes interview data co 
bolster their assessment of the su cce s of this program 
in Indiana's capicol city. 

Lou Malcomb and Andrea Morrison provide assess
ments of government information. Malcomb provides a 
hiscorical overview of the development of government 
information sources with attention co how Indiana's 
libraries have provided access co material that helps 
citizens participate in self-governance. Morrison offers a 
list of resources on international government organiza
tions, indicating content now available via the World 
Wide Web. 
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In a r cent urvey of Indiana Libraries r aders, 
intere twas e..xpre sed in the needs of youth services 
librarians and chool m dia peciali. t . Consequent! 
an1 pl a eel to include a dust r of articles on asp t of 
youth service . Beth Hull and Grego1 owling offer 
accounts of interactions v.rith prom in nt ou ng adu lt 
author . Jack Humphrey present. data on o lle tion 
impact while Danny Calli on and aomi Patter on 
discuss connections berween chool media spe iali rs' 
work in Indiana and d1 nation . .J nnifer LaMast r 
r ports the result of a surv y of Indiana librarians 
about o llaboration in upporr of tudent 1 arning. 

Dougla Archer argues the importance of making 
religiou inforn1ation available and provides a bibliogra
phy of r ources co ground uch information a ss. 

Alberta Davis Comer, Emily Okada Rebe ·a 
Stinnett, Bara winson, and ancy Watkins . ha.re their 
experiences in managing student mplo e s. \X'hile 
these writer focu prim arily on tud nt as part-rim 
employees their ideas have some app li abilit acr s 
employme nt situ ations as el l. 

This i sue's manag ment o lumn i authored by 
H rb rt nyd r, former facu lty member at Ill's S hool 
of Library and Information Scien ·e and nmv am 'mber 
of the faculty at rth Dakota , rate University. H 
share his recent experiences as a member of the boa rd 
for the Fargo Publi Library indicating hm library 
managers can faci li tate goo I work by board members . 
The Well-Read Librarian by Marissa Priddi identifie. 
re ourc w hich focus on ways th library can most 
effectiv ly serve as a ommunity resoui· ·e. 

As always, please fe 1 welcome to conra t m abour 
how these and other arti le m t (o r don't meet) you r 
needs fo r ideas and information about Indiana librar
ies. I'd also welcome the opportunity co discuss your 
ideas for future articles for this publication. 
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