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In the Fall 2022 issue of Advances in Social Work, we are pleased to present 17 full-
length papers (11 empirical, 6 conceptual) written by 52 authors representing all different
regions of the country and one paper hailing from Ethiopia. The papers in this issue are
organized into five areas of contribution: challenges to national social work organizations,
technological innovations in social work, curriculum innovations, COVID-related impacts,
and diverse client populations. Each paper is introduced briefly, followed by our annual
recognition of AISW reviewers.

Challenges to National Social Work Organizations

In another critique of national social work guidelines, Apgar and Parada decry the
2021 revision to the NASW Code of Ethics that makes self-care “largely a personal
responsibility,” thus blaming the victim, in this case overworked, underpaid, inadequately
supervised, and under-recognized social workers. Apgar and Parada assert that the
expectation for social workers to take responsibility for their own self-care overlooks the
reality that much of the stress, burnout, and even trauma experienced by practicing social
workers stems from macro or environmental stressors. By reframing social work burnout
as a social justice issue, Apgar and Parada call for mobilization, advocacy, and political
engagement to improve the working conditions of social workers.

Looking through the lens of the CSWE EPAS, Harrell, Suslovic, Johnson, Boys,
Anderson-Nathe, and Botts call into question the apparently common practice of Moral
Reconation Therapy (MRT) being taught to social work students placed in correctional
settings. Though touted on the MRT website as a cost-effective and evidence-based
intervention, Harrell and colleagues point out ethical concerns with training social work
students to implement an approach that targets perceived moral failing. The authors assert
that MRT is unsuitable for use in social work field placements and call for it to be
discontinued as a part of accredited social work education.

Technological Innovations in Social Work

With the goal of establishing best practices for use of information communication
technology (ICT) in social work practice, Randolph, Latham, Gross, and Constantino
outline four challenges and five benefits of ICT in relation to the worker-client relationship.
Randolph and colleagues argue that by applying basic principles of communication theory,
social workers can make better-informed choices and use of technology tools to enhance
the worker-client relationship.

Synthesizing the research literature on the impact of two common forms of media
(television viewing and smartphone use) on child development and family functioning,
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Bates and John highlight the importance of social workers acknowledging the impact of
technology use by children and families. Based on their analysis of the literature, Bates and
John offer several recommendations for social work educators to prepare students for new
areas of practice with families in a technology-driven future.

Despite major challenges and significant loss of human life as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic, a major advance from this crisis was the widespread emergence of telehealth.
The research team of Dehart, Iachini, King, LeCleir, Reitmeier, and Browne interviewed
14 health care providers and 17 patients after the onset of the pandemic in a predominantly
rural southern state to examine perceptions of telehealth. While telehealth improved access
to care and is convenient for rural residents, several challenges persist. Dehart and
colleagues call for social workers to play a key role in ensuring that rural residents can
benefit from telehealth to the same extent as urban residents.

Curriculum Innovations

As the healthcare field shifts from a disease model of health to a more holistic
approach, integrated behavioral healthcare has emerged as a best practice model. Benton,
Allen, Anderson, and Nason describe a training program to prepare MSW students to
provide trauma-informed, culturally relevant, evidence-based behavioral health prevention
and intervention services in integrated healthcare settings. Using pre- and post-surveys,
Benton and colleagues found a significant increase in knowledge, skills, and attitudes
among training participants compared to a control group. Further study might gauge to
what extent MSW graduates transfer their enhanced knowledge to the workplace.

While we know that suicide is a major public health issue in the United States and that
social workers are the primary providers of mental health services, what we don’t know is
how many social work programs have courses specializing in suicide prevention and
interventions. To address this gap, Mirick collected data from 151 program directors from
schools of social work around the country to establish baseline knowledge of suicide-
focused course offerings. She reports on suicide content in social work curricula at three
levels: BSW, MSW, and continuing education. With only 6% of programs offering a
required course on suicide, Mirick calls for more courses specializing in suicide, especially
within MSW programs, so that future practitioners are well-prepared to intervene with
suicidal clients using best practices.

To enhance student engagement in macro social work practice, Twis, Greenwood, and
Files developed the Macro Practice Assignment (MPA) which offers students a real-world
learning exercise with embedded micro, mezzo, and macro social work applications.
Partnering with a community agency serving survivors of human trafficking, Twis and
colleagues found that multidimensional MPA improved students’ appreciation of and
interest in macro practice.

COVID-related Impacts

Using a mixed methods approach, Keesler, Wilkerson, White, and Dickinson
examined the experiences of social work students (n = 884) during the pandemic and their
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associated level of burnout, considering resilience as a moderating variable. Regression
analyses explained up to 45.5% of variance across three domains of burnout (i.e.,
exhaustion, cynicism, and professional/academic efficacy), with COVID-related
experiences accounting for most of the variance. Coupled with the narrative results,
Keesler and colleagues recommend humanistic education as a possible approach to
circumvent burnout, bolster student resilience, and encourage academic success.

Using an online survey of the general population, Chonody, Teater, Hannan, and Hal
explored the factors that contribute to COVID-related stress reactions among individuals
across the age spectrum. Among other findings, Chonody and colleagues found a
significant increase in stress from before the pandemic to during the pandemic across all
three age groups. The results underscore the importance of understanding and responding
to fear as well as other sources of stress during public health crises.

Diverse Client Populations

Hellman, Pharris, and Miinoz call on social workers working with clients impacted
by Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) to consider the positive psychology construct
of hope. They propose a hope-centered and trauma-informed framework for responding to
the negative consequences of ACEs. Social work researchers, educators, and practitioners
are challenged to learn more about the relationship between ACEs and hope in order to
better assist ACE survivors.

In contrast to stereotypes of Asian American students as the “model minority,” Chock-
Goldman points out that high-achieving Asian American adolescents are an under-
researched population at-risk of suicide. After documenting the increase in suicidal
ideation and suicide attempts within this at-risk group, Chock-Goldman explores
ecologically valid social work interventions, including culturally appropriate suicide
assessments and family therapy. An actual case study is used to illustrate key issues and
relevant interventions.

Terzin and Beasley synthesized the empirical literature focused on the adjustment
experiences of international student athletes (ISA) at Division I universities in the U.S.
Using qualitative interpretive meta-synthesis, they identified three overarching themes:
acculturative stress, adjustment to the college experience, and adjustment to U.S. athletics.
Based on their finding that ISAs experience stress related to their identities as students, as
athletes, and in relation to acculturation experiences, the authors propose that social
workers employed at Division I institutions and especially within athletic departments
understand and advocate for the unique needs of this population.

Tefera explored the challenges of social workers in addressing Gender-based Violence
(GBV) in Ethiopian refugee settings. In-depth interviews were conducted with eight social
workers who had at least five years of experience working with refugees experiencing
GBV. The primary challenges experienced by social workers were structural barriers
emanating from the unbalanced power relationship and political interest between and
within institutions, strategic/policy gaps, and organizational resource limitations. Social
workers in refugee settings must be trained to function in a politically-sensitive practice



ADVANCES IN SOCIAL WORK, Fall 2022, 19(3) iv

setting. Anti-oppressive and integrated developmental approaches are recommended to
resolve the complex socio-economic and political forces behind the widespread GBV in
Ethiopian refugee settings.

Using a community-based participatory approach and a two-phase mixed methods
research design, Carrillo, Pichardo, O’Grady, Rak, and Berumen conducted a
comprehensive assessment of the mental health needs of primarily Mexican heritage
residents of ten marginalized communities in Chicago. The survey revealed that
depression, anxiety, and trauma-related symptoms were prevalent and stemmed largely
from oppressive national and local level structural contexts. Structural and programmatic
barriers were the greatest challenges to accessing mental health services. Social work
advocacy is needed to bring about organizational and policy changes to address these
structural barriers.

Cross highlights the role of NICU social workers advocating for policies that support
breastfeeding and thus mother-infant attachment. Cross explains that breastfeeding can
serve as a prevention strategy for child maltreatment by improving bonding between
mother and infant. Through education, promotion, and support of breastfeeding policies,
NICU social workers serve a pivotal role in preventing child maltreatment.

Due to the lack of available validated instruments, Deck, Eisensmith, and Cafaro
developed such a measure to assess conflict in parenting couples in the process of divorce.
The 8-item Parents Divorcing Conflict Scale (PDCS) is a promising measure to help
identify families at risk for a high-conflict divorce process. Such a tool can inform early
intervention strategies that will serve to support healthy communication among divorcing
couples and minimize harm to children.

Reviewer Appreciation

With this issue we would also like to thank the many reviewers worldwide who
completed reviews for Advances in Social Work this past year. In 2022, 172 individuals
from 6 countries and 40 states and territories representing 124 colleges/universities and
agencies served as AISW reviewers. We greatly appreciate the voluntary efforts of our
reviewers in enhancing the scholarly contributions of the journal. We are very proud of
both the broad participation of authors and reviewers and of our legacy as an open access
journal since 2008.

Advances in Social Work
2022 Reviewers and Affiliations
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reviewed manuscripts for Advances in Social Work in 2022. Without their time,
commitment, and expertise, Advances in Social Work would not be possible.

A. Christson A. Adedoyin, Samford Alex Casiano, Inter American University
University of Puerto Rico
Abha Rai, Loyola University Chicago Alexandra Jacobs, University of Houston



Adameké& Decker/EDITORIAL

Alicia Chatterjee, University of
Pennsylvania

Allison Mason, Northeastern State
University (2)

Amanda Aykanian, University of Texas at
Arlington (2)

Amber Sutton, Auburn University at
Montgomery

Amy Doolittle, University of Tennessee
Chattanooga (3)

Amy Levine Levine, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill (3)

Amy Phillips, Minot State University (2)

Angela Pittman-Vanderweide, University
of Kentucky (2)

Anne SJ Farina, Saint Louis University

April Steen, Warner University

April Viverette, Virginia Commonwealth
University (4)

Bala Raju Nikku, Thompson Rivers
University

Barbara Pierce, Indiana University

Bassima Hussein Schbley, Washburn
University

Bertha Delesus, Millersville University (2)

Beth Young, Western Carolina University
2)

Betty A. Walton, Indiana University

Beverly Wagner, Texas Woman's
University

Blanca Codina, Tulane University

Braveheart Gillani, Case Western Reserve

Brian Kelly, Loyola University (2)

Brie Radis, West Chester University (2)

Brittanie Atteberry-Ash, University of
Texas at Arlington

Brittany Lynch, New York University

Carmen M. Cusack, Nova Southeastern
University

Carol Hostetter, Indiana University

Cathy Beck-Cross, Grand View University
)

Charles Leung, BNU-HKBU United
International College

Christina Borel, Clinical Social
Worker/Therapist

Christina Opolko, McGill University (2)

Claire Dente, West Chester University of
Pennsylvania (2)

Cyndi Thomas, Wright State University

Cynthia George, Tennessee State
University

Danny Carroll, Indiana University

David C. Kondrat, Indiana University

David J. Westhuis, Indiana University (2)

Dawn Apgar, Seton Hall University

Denise Dews, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill

Dennis Cornell, University of Kentucky

Diane K. Vinokur, University of Michigan

Doris Boateng, University of Ghana

Ebony N. Perez, Saint Leo University

Elisa Kawam, Arizona State University

Elisabeth Counselman-Carpenter, Adelphi
University

Elizabeth Sharda, Hope College

Erica Mclntosh, California Baptist
University; VA Loma Linda Healthcare
System

Erin Stevenson, Eastern Kentucky
University

Erin Boyce, Metropolitan State University
of Denver

Erlene Grise-Owens, The Wellness Group,
ETC

Erum Agha, University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill

Fabienne Snowden, Medgar Evers
College

Fran Franklin, Delaware State University

Frederic Reamer, Rhode Island College

Gail M. Augustine, /ndiana University

Gerald Bean, The Ohio State University

Gerald T. Powers, Indiana University

Graeme Robert Stuart, University of
Newcastle

Greta Slater, Ball State University

Hannah Britton, University of Kansas

Hasan Reza, Indiana University



ADVANCES IN SOCIAL WORK, Fall 2019, 19(3)

Heather Arnold-Renicker, University of
Denver (2)

Helen Cahalane, University of Pittsburgh
)

Helen Robinson, Washington University
in St. Louis

Hellen Gerolymatos McDonald,
University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign

Holly Danforth Vugia, California State
University East Bay

I-Hsuan Lin, The College of Saint Rose

Jackie Claes, University of lowa

James Marley, Loyola University Chicago

Janaki Santhiveeran, California State
University Long Beach

Jason Newell, University of Montevallo

Jean Carruthers, Queensland University of
Technology (2)

Jennifer L. Bellamy, University of Denver

Jennifer Root, Wilfred Laurier University

Joan Groessl, University of Wisconsin
Green Bay

Joan Pittman, University of Maryland (2)

John Tracy, Council Bluffs, 14

John G. McNutt, University of Delaware

Karen A. Ford, James Madison University

Karen Marie VanDeusen, Western
Michigan University

Karina Gil, Our Lady of the Lake
University

Katrina Hannan, College of Staten Island
2)

Kelley Reinsmith-Jones, East Carolina
University (2)

Kelly Melekis, Skidmore College-New
York

Kelly Sullivan, Anna Maria College

Kimberly Carter, Southern Illinois
University-Edwardsville

Kimberly Mudd-Fegett, Campbellsville
University

Kori R. Bloomquist, Winthrop University

Kristi Roybal, Indiana University

Kristin Hamre, Indiana University

Vi

Kristin Trainor, Ball State University (3)

Kristina Nikolova, Wayne State University

L. Justin Wheeler, Ohio University (2)

Lana Cook, University of South Carolina
2)

Lara Vanderhoof, Central Christian
College of Kansas

Laura Kaplan, Clinician

Lauren Busfield, Doylestown, PA (2)

Lirio K. Negroni, Florida Gulf Coast
University (2)

Lisa de Saxe Zerden, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill (2)

Lisa Elizabeth McGuire, James Madison
University (9)

Lorraine Y. Howard, Rutgers, The State
University of New Jersey

Lujie Peng, University of Maryland

Makisha Gunty, Grand Canyon University
2)

Margaret Lane, Brockport, NY (2)

Mark D. Olson, [llinois State University

Marriah Lombardo, United States Public
Health Service

Mary Nienow, St. Catherine University

Matt Moore, Ball State University (2)

Matthew Myrick, Widener University

Melissa Earle, Stony Brook University

Melissa Singh, University of Southern
California

Meredith Tetloff, University of
Montevallo (2)

Michael Clarkson-Hendrix, Fredonia
State University of New York (2)

Michael McGuire, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill

Michael Rangel, Youth Support Manager,
SkyART (2)

Michel Coconis, Ohio University
Zanesville (2)

Michelle D. Garner, University of
Washington, Tacoma

Michin Hong, Indiana University

Mohammad Mostafizur Rahman Khan,
Indiana University (2)



Adameké& Decker/EDITORIAL

Monica Gutiérrez, University of Denver

Monique Constance-Huggins, Winthrop
University

Nancy Franke, University of Maryland
Baltimore (2)

Natalie Montero, Pennsylvania Western
University

Natasha S. Mendoza, Arizona State
University

Neil Bilotta, University of North Carolina

Nicholas Mazza, Florida State University
2

Nora Padykula, Westfield State University

Ohenewaa White, Alvernia University

Paul Archibald, College of Staten Island

Peter Kindle, University of South Dakota

Pious Malliar Bellian, Indiana University

Ralph Cuseglio, Monmouth University

Ran Hu, University of Toronto (2)

Rebecca G. Mirick, Salem State
University

Renee Betts, Indiana University

Robin Hernandez-Mekonnen, Stockton
University

Ryan Savino, City University of New York

Saadet Durmaz, Indiana University

Samantha Wolfe-Taylor, Indiana
University (2)

Sandra Wexler, University of Pittsburgh
2

Sandy Leotti, University of Wyoming (2)

Sara Plummer, Rutgers, The State
University of New Jersey

Sarah Nightingale, Eastern Connecticut
State University (2)

Shannon Mount, Indiana University

Shauntisha Pilgrim, Morgan State

vii

Shayna Harris, Florida State University
(2)

Shelby Clark, University of Kentucky (2)

Sondra Fogel, University of South Florida

Stephanie Bryson, Portland State
University (2)

Stephanie Rudd, University of
Indianapolis

Susan L. Glassburn, Indiana University

Susan Nakaoka, Sacramento State

Susan Reay, University of Nebraska at
Omaha (2)

T. Vogel, Washington University in St.
Louis

Tapati Dutta, Fort Lewis College

Tarkington Newman, University of New
Hampshire (2)

Tayon Swafford, Indiana University (2)

Theresa Palmer, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill

Thomas Patrick Felke, Florida Gulf Coast
University

Tianca Crocker, University of North
Carolina Charlotte

Tyleen Caffrey, Our Lady of the Lake
University

Tyrone Cheng, University of Alabama

Valerie Borum, Ryerson University

Veronica Timbers, Boise State University
@)

Walter La Mendola, University of Denver
@)

Wanja Ogongi, Millersville University

Willa Casstevens, Buena Vista University

William Frey, Columbia University

Yolanda D. Spears, Univeristy of lowa

Zulkipli Lessy, Sunan Kalijaga State
Islamic University



