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AiiKini; tlu' piontHTs of In(ii;iiia this tree was the choice stick for the rail

IciKc, owing to its (lurahility and its l>eing easily split. A boy coiUd make rails

of the ithic asii and a woman conld split bine ash stove wood. Hence the bine

ash >o<ni disafipeared as a large or even mcdiuni-si/.ed forest tree. As members

of tlie original forest, they arc all gone bnt the scrnbs. Unlike many other forest

trees, the i>lne ash is making fair headway towards reestablishing itself. It is an

aliundant frniter, and we fre(|ncntly find a young tree that has escaped the kind

of civilization enforced bv cattle and dean farmers.

BOTANKAI, rKODlCTS OK THE UmTKK St.\TKS I'll AK>r A«()P<KIA, 1S90. I5v .loHN

S. Witn.iiT.

[Akstkact.1

A large nnmln'rof thcoflicial organic drug»> are plant products. The revisers

of the United vStatcs Pharmacopo'ia, 1890
{
published in 18U4 and in effect until

1904), admit plant products, such as fruits, leaves, stems, underground portions,

inspissated juices, resins, gummy exudations, products of <listillation, and other

materials of vegetable origin, representing L'.">2 species, 1S() genera, and ?."> natur:il

orders.

Since llic pliarmacopni.-i lisi of drug> i> otlicial, much care is exercised in

making admissions to it. Long and general use is usually necessary to demon-

strate the <laim of a jilant or any of its products to recognition in this work,

which is the guide to druggists of tlu' United States.

Onlv occasion. illy does an entire plant hecome an official drug, strictly si)eak-

ing. that jiart only is oliici;il which is mentioned by the pharmacop'eia; thus we

have, under tiic title ('Ai'snr.M : "'riic fruit of Capxicmii faiilifpalinn Blume;" or

as under Al.oKs, S()(()TKI.s:k: "The inspissated juice of the leaves of Aloe Perryi

Baker." In the former case it is the fruit, and in the latter the inspissated juice,

onlv, of the plant mentioned, which is oHiciai. In some cases several parts or

products of a plant arc extensively employed in medicine, and may even be gen

-

erallv recognized in dispensatories and kindred works, though only one of these

may l)e official; lor instance, the tnliers and leaves of Aconite ( Aconitum Napdlun

L. ) are each ri'cognizcd as medical aycnts, yet the tuber is alone official.

With this conservatism on the part of the revisers of the ]»harmaco|)u'ia, it is

fouml that nearly every official drug is of positive value in medicine, and furtherr

that the official list is very much siualler liian any other general organic

tlrug list. As before stated, the official list includes products rei>resenting "J.'l-
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«;pi'cies ol' plants, wliilr most uthi-i-s will appi-Djich T'H) to Ijion, ainl oiU', os|)iM-i:illy.

iiu'huU's the |ii(i<liuns of 2,4t)') s|>i'rit.'s.

Till' 2.">2 spi'i'k'sv-r<4t4in^- iirticial driii;:*, with srvt'ii exce|itioits, lichiiii;' to cinlcrs

of (lowering' plants, and most arc plants which havi' ln-en lontf known: in proof

*.){ this, wi' tiiid-that' MKiny'-^ave hinn named hv the earlier botanists, I.innt' luiiii:

tiie original author of theDames of \'.\2. over half of the entire nnnilier.

The seven species' which do not hcloni; to tin- llowcrini; plants repi'cscni -i\

sjeiiera and five families, "as follows;

KiMiKS . . . .

(ilGAKTINK.K . .

LlCHENE.« . . .

• OM.MON NAMK.

Asiddinm.

ClDndrus, Irish Moss.

Cetraria, Iceland Mo>s.

Lveopodium.

Kro-..t.

XATtHAI. OKDKK. (iKNt .s AX)) SPK( 1 KS.

Pri/i>i>teiis Filij-mas ( L. ) Scliotl,
)

Dri/opteriK m(irgiii(tl!.< ( L. ) A. < '>vn\.
)

Chiiiidrus rrispim, Stackhonse,
|

lii(/(irlina //*owi7/o.-<(, .1. Aiiardii, I

Ci'truriu Island irtt i 1..) Acharins,

I^YCOPoniAC'i:.!-; . . Li/copodium claratmn, L.

,

Pykexomycetes . C/iin'cep.-< piirpiiren (Fries.) Tulasne.

( )f the orders of plants represented liy the otlicial drnjis. only the following;

five furnish ten or more species:

. . 17 species 12 uenera.

. . . . l(j species ... 14 j^enera.

. . . IM species !• genera.

.... 11 species ... S genera.

10 si)ecies . .
•") genera.

The other IBo spet'ies ai'e very evenly distrii)nlcd among the remainiiii; liS

natnral orders.

Of the 232 s])ecit'S of |ilant- which yield oliicial drugs, tlu-re are I'onnd in

Nortli Aineru-a, either as indigentjiis, adventive, commonly cultivated or escaped

from cultivation, 134 species belonging to 110 genera and •')!> natural orders. Of

this nundier there arc in Indiana 7") -pecies representing (iS genera and 17 natural

orders.

The table and statistics below show the actual and relative niimln'rs of plants.

|ir.iducing otlicial druys, found in North America and in Indiana:

1. Legiiminosie

2. ( 'omp()sila' .

M. Labiat:e

4. Liliaiea . .

•1. Rosacea . .

NATtRAL ORnERS.

Entire number 73 ISti

lu America oSt
, 110

In Indiana . . 47 ()8

134



Of total numlier of species Indiana has ^"j^, or about };.

• >f total number of genera there are represented in Indiana yVs< ^'^ about i.

• >f total number of natural orders there are represented in Indiana |i, or

abeat H.

Of American species (as defined above), Indiana has j'-A^, or abont !;.

Ot American genera there are represented in Indiana y\*5, or about
^'r.

of American families there are represented in Indiuna 4,1, or about *.

IJi'low is given a list of j)lants found in Indiana which produce official drugs.

Th' action »nd use of the drug also are given. For convenience, the jjlanta are

listed :ilphab«!tically under their natural orders, which also have an alphabetical

-»rr ingement.
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