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Notes on Indigestible Stru( tubes in Articles of a Vegetable Diet.

By John S. Wright.

INIauy articles of a ve,:ietabl(' diet, especially Those which are con-

sumed in a crude or i-aw state, contain tissue elements which pass through

ihe alimentary canal without losing their identity. Examinations of

fecal matter show that all of the tissue eleiiu'iits from pareuchyma to

sclerenchyma may under A-arious conditions pass tlirough the entire diges-

tive tract almost unaltered so far as gcner;il character is concerned. In

some diseases of cjiildrcii and in disorders of tlie digestive organs it is

necessary to make fecal examinations to complete the diagnosis. In sev-

eral such cases whicli have come to my knowledge the presence of these

vegetable cells has given rise to considerable speculation, particularly

where the physicians were not famili;ir with jilant histology.

In one case tlie iii'esence of what afleiwards proved to be parts of

ox'auge pulp was very iiei-jilexing: in anotliei- the :itten<ling physician was

concerned over the reix-altMl occiu'reiice in the stools of shredded or tibrous

matter. .\s the imlieiit. a man. was being treated for dyspepsia, lie was

of the opiiuou tliat tliese lilires i-esidled from Ilie eiiithelial layer of the

intestines. (»n snbnntling tliem foi' exanunatioii. they proved to consist

Avholly of trachea ry tissue, mostly pitted vessels. In Ins examination, the

physician had taken each jtit to re]»reseiit an animal cell. On inquiry it

Avas learne<l that the i)atient, dui'ing the time his feces contiiined this

material liad e.iieii freely of small, librous sweet i)olatoes. which were

likel}' the sotuic of these pitted vessels. The above and other cases have

suggested to me ili;it finMher liist(douic;il studies of the common articles

•of our vi'getable diet would prove of jiractical \abii filjui both the medi-

cal and l)()tanical standpoint.

The Actio.n of Mkrclry and Amalcjams on All.minum.

By Geo. W. Benton.

SoMK Field P^xi'kki.men rs with For.malin. Bv Mason B. Tho-MAS.

At the last l>ecemlier meeting of the Academy we made a preliminary

report on the effects of formalin on germinating seeds. As stated at that

time, the experiments were couducted in the greenhouse, where all of the


