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ABSTRACT. The vertebrate fauna of Indiana recorded since the time of European settlement numbers

208 fish, 38 amphibian, 54 reptilian, 401 avian, and 68 mammalian species. Currently, 19 fish, 9 amphib-

ian, 16 reptilian, 44 avian, and 13 mammalian species within the political boundaries of Indiana require

protection due to man's impact. Within the last 200 years, 26 native vertebrate species in Indiana have

become extinct or extirpated. These include 6 fish, 1 reptilian, 8 avian, and 1 1 mammalian species. The
present vertebrate fauna of Indiana has 203 fish, 38 amphibian, 53 reptilian, 393 avian, and 57 mammalian
species.
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The current listing is intended to provide a

record of the extant and extirpated vertebrates

of Indiana over the last two centuries. The list

was first published by Simon et al. (1993) and

is updated here. It includes new information

and taxonomic changes. This is the first step

in the efforts of the Biological Survey Com-
mittee of the Indiana Academy of Science to

compile a listing of all the known species of

biota in Indiana. The taxonomic and nomen-
clatural sources used for the various taxa in-

clude: Fish: American Fisheries Society

(1991), Burr & Warren (1986), Mayden
(1989), and Etnier & Starnes (1993); Amphib-
ians and reptiles: Minton (1972, 2001), Col-

lins (1990), and Conant & Collins (1991);

Birds: American Ornithologists' Union
(1998); Mammals: Wilson & Reeder (1993)

and Mumford & Whitaker (1982).

The following codes were established to fa-

cilitate documentation of the vertebrates of the

state (Tables 1, 2). The general range in In-

diana is indicated as: statewide (I), north (N),

south (S), west (W), east (E), central (C), and

various combinations of these regions. Rela-

tive abundance refers to the general popula-

tion levels of the species within the state. De-

1 Deceased.

pending on local and seasonal conditions, the

population levels will vary. Relative abun-

dance is broken down into four categories: A
= abundant, C = common, O = occasional,

and R = rare. Abundance categories vary

based on size of the animal. Extirpated species

(Ex) are listed along with the estimated date

of disappearance. In some cases, this date re-

fers to the last time a voucher record of the

species was collected (Whitaker & Gammon
1988). The status of the species refers to the

conservation designations of the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Services Office of Endangered Spe-

cies, Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and

Plants (USOFR 1996) and of the Indiana De-

partment of Natural Resources summarized in

Rare Animals of Indiana (Indiana Department

of Natural Resources 1999). Federally endan-

gered species are denoted as FE, threatened as

FT, and candidates for federal listing as FC.

State endangered species will be represented

by three codes: state endangered (SE), state

threatened (ST), and special concern in need

of further study (SC). An additional designa-

tion, exotic (X), is included for accidentally

or deliberately released species. One addition-

al code is included for birds (Table 2) to in-

dicate main seasonal occurrence: S = summer
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resident, W = winter resident, R = year-round

resident, M = migrant, A = accidental, H =

hypothetical, and * = breeder and [*] = for-

mer breeders. The listing of birds has been

greatly improved due to the establishment and

work of the Indiana Bird Records Committee

of the Indiana Audubon Society.

DISCUSSION

The vertebrate fauna of Indiana recorded

from the time of European settlement numbers

203 fish, 38 amphibian, 54 reptilian, 401 avi-

an, and 68 mammalian species. Species first

described as new from Indiana include 34 fish,

3 amphibians, 6 reptiles, and 2 mammals.
Within the last 200 years, 26 native vertebrate

species in Indiana have become extinct or ex-

tirpated. Of those lost, 6 species were fish; 1

was a reptile; 8 were birds; and 1 1 were mam-
mals. Another 18 bird species (13 not includ-

ing extirpated species) no longer nest in the

state. Through accidental or deliberate release,

21 species of fish and 9 additional bird species

have become established, although one of

these bird species has been recently lost. Cur-

rently, 19 fish, 9 amphibian, 16 reptilian, 44

avian, and 13 mammalian species within the

political boundaries of Indiana require protec-

tion due to man's impact. An additional 6 am-
phibian, 3 reptilian, 30 avian, and 2 mam-
malian species are considered hypothetical in

occurrence in the state because specimens

have not been collected. The present faunal

list for Indiana includes 203 fish, 38 amphib-

ian, 53 reptile, 393 bird, and 57 mammal spe-

cies.
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