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Although history documents that sporting competitions have been held for
thousands of years, the academic discipline relating to the management of
sporting events and activities is relatively new, beginning in the 1960s, and
proliferating in the 1980s (Parkhouse & Pitts, 2005). This discipline has been
identified as "sport management," or "sport administration," which entails
numerous distinct aspects relating to the operations and business of sport.
While these terms are often used interchangeably, according to Parkhouse and
Pitts (2005), "sport management" is most commonly used by those involved in
the field, and will be used in this article. DeSensi, Kelley, Blanton and Beitel
(1990) define "Sport Management" to include "any combination of skills
related to planning, organizing, directing, controlling, budgeting, leading, and
evaluating within the context of an organization or department whose primary
product or service is related to sport and/or physical activity" (p. 33).

Parkhouse and Pitts (2005) state that sport management has existed since
the ancient Greek games, while Crosset, Bromage and Hums (1998) identify
eighteenth century English sporting clubs as the birthplace of modern sport
management.

In the United States, one can scarcely read a newspaper or sporting
magazine, or watch sport news on television, without recognizing the impact
of legal issues arising in the sport industry. Young (2001) identifies sports-
related litigation as a multimillion-dollar industry. Personal injury, criminal
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activity, discrimination, constitutional issues, antitrust and labor law,
collective bargaining, contract negotiation, defamation, and intellectual
property matters are just a few of the many legal aspects affecting sport. In
order to address these issues confronting practitioners in the field of sport
management, academicians at colleges and universities have established
courses designed to educate students on the legal principles applicable to
sport. Although these principles could be, and many times are, taught in basic
sport management courses such as marketing, management, finance, ethics,
governance, etc., the legal aspects of sport is recognized as a separate content
area within the sport management core curriculum standards (NASPE, 2000).
These standards are contained in the Sport Management Program Review
Council (hereinafter "Council") Program Standards and Review Protocol
(hereinafter "Standards") established and published under the authority of the
Sport Management parent organizations, the National Association for Sport
and Physical Education ("NASPE") and the North American Society for Sport
Management ("NASSM") (Crosset, et al., 1998).

To gain approval by the Program Review Council, both undergraduate and
master's programs in Sport Management must include the study of the legal
aspects of sport and cover the specified content areas (NASPE, 2000) The
Standards clearly delineate content areas that must be incorporated into sport
law courses in both undergraduate and master's degree programs (NASPE)
The required content areas for undergraduate courses include: (a)
administrative/statutory law; (b) constitutional law; (c) contract law; (d) crowd
control and security; (e) legal system; (f) products liability; (g) risk
management; and (h) tort law (NASPE). Graduate courses contain the
additional content requirements of antitrust/labor law and legal research
(NASPE). There are no published standards for sport law courses taught in
law schools; therefore, each law school determines the course content of such
courses.

At this point, it should be noted that there is no consistency among writers
who describe the topic as either "sport" law or "sports" law, and there is
further debate whether or not "sport law" exists as a separate substantive field
of law (Davis, 2001). Since the NASSM Constitution, and indeed the name of
the organization itself, uses the collective singular noun "sport," this article
will follow that practice and use the terms "legal aspects of sport," "legal
aspects" and "sport law" interchangeably when describing sport law.

Before the imposition of the Standards, there were no clearly established
guidelines or standards for sport law courses offered as part of a sport
management degree program. During the last two decades, many of the sport
law courses in the United States and Canada have been organized and
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developed by members of the Sport and Recreation Law Association
("SRLA"), formerly known as the Society for the Study of the Legal Aspects
of Sport and Physical Activity ("SSLASPA"). SRLA is an association
consisting primarily of academicians teaching sport law at colleges and
universities. The purpose of SRLA is "to further the study and dissemination
of information regarding legal aspects of sport and physical activity" (SRLA,
2005). The objectives of SRLA include serving as "a medium for academic
growth and development through professional exchange" and assisting "in the
development of appropriate curricula content" in the area of the legal aspects
of sport (SRLA).

This article seeks to describe SRLA members' involvement in sport law
studies, by identifying the academic credentials, professional experience, and
research activity of these academicians teaching sport law courses. This study
also describes the institutions where sport law courses are being taught, the
credentials and publishing records of the instructors, the subject matter of
sport law courses, and SRLA members' perceptions of the leading publications
in the field of sport law.

In the initial dissertation on sport law courses, Baker (1970) proposed that
physical educators should be required to complete a law course, and that tort
law should comprise the bulk of that course. Baker's research indicated that no
sport law courses were offered in any of the higher education programs
investigated. One of his recommendations was that a sport law course should
be part of the physical education curriculum in higher education. Twenty-one
years later, Pittman (1991) further developed this idea by surveying over 450
members of NASPE and the National Association for Girls and Women in
Sport. Each respondent was sent a 14-item questionnaire, which was designed
to measure their attitude toward eight legal content areas. Slightly over 400
usable responses were received. The results suggested that an undergraduate
sport law course should contain the primary content areas of products liability,
risk management, and tort law; secondary content areas of administrative law,
constitutional law, and contract law; and a study of the judicial system and
legal research if time and resources were available.

Cotten (1990 & 1991) surveyed university faculty members who had
expressed an interest in the legal aspects of sport, seeking "to learn as much as
possible about the Sport Law courses currently (in 1990) being taught." The
earlier survey by Cotten (1990), with a limited survey size, reported that 15
colleges and universities offered a sport law course only at the undergraduate
level, while 21 other institutions offered a course only at the graduate level,
and an additional 12 institutions offered a course at both undergraduate and
graduate levels. A year later, Cotten surveyed a larger number of faculty



220 JOURNAL OF LEGAL ASPECTS OF SPORT [Vol. 16:2

(N=309) and found that 82 institutions offered 100 sport law courses, while
134 reported no sport law courses were being taught at their institution
(Cotten, 1991).

Eickhoff-Shemek and Evans (2000) surveyed the 153 academic
institutions listed in the American College of Sports Medicine's 1999
Directory of Graduate Programs in Sports Medicine and Exercise Science. Of
the 94 responses to the question of the importance of legal education, 88
(94%) indicated that it was at least somewhat important to include a sport law
course in the graduate program, or to insure that graduate students have a
background in this area. Their recommendations suggested that more
law/legal liability content be added in graduate exercise science (and related
areas) academic programs and that more professors be prepared to teach
law/legal liability courses.

Although the primary purpose of this survey was to determine the research
and publication records of current faculty, as well as opinions on the prestige
or impact of identified sport law journals, the survey utilized in this current
study adopts the format used in the later Cotten (1991) study to determine if
significant changes have occurred in the reported information during the
intervening years. Since there was no previous information on the impact of
sport law publications, the primary purpose of this part of the study was to
identify those publications deemed most prestigious by SRLA members. In
addition, although the survey instrument was prepared prior to publication of
Young (2001), this study follows her recommendation that further research
was needed to determine the academic credentials of sport law faculty and the
sub-topics covered in their classes. The results of this study will also be
compared to Young's (2001) findings of similar information.

METHOD

In his survey, Cotten (1991) sent surveys to faculty members (N=319)
who had expressed an interest in sport law in various different manners
reported in the article, and received 216 responses for a return rate of 71%.
Young (2001) sent surveys to a total of 219 institutions that were either listed
by NASSM as having sport management programs, or listed by the National
Intramural-Recreation Sports Association ("NIRSA") and the National
Recreation and Park Association — Society of Park and Recreation Educators
("NRPA-SPRE") as having a parks and/or recreation program. Young (2001)
reports receiving 77 replies for a response rate of 35%.

Young (2001) asserts that there is no single source or directory that lists
all undergraduate or graduate sport management programs. Sources such as
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NASSM (2006), AAHPERD (2006) and Sports Market Place Directory
(2006) publish lists of sport management programs. However, since SRLA is
the only professional association of academicians teaching sport law courses at
the undergraduate and graduate levels in colleges and universities in the
United States and Canada, the authors decided to limit the survey to this
group. (The authors chose not to survey the members of the Section on Law
and Sports of the Association of American Law Schools due to the different
manner in which sport law is taught in law schools, and since Cotten’s original
survey did not include law school professors.) Therefore, the results of this
survey are limited in scope as a report of information about SRLA members

In fall 2001 and early 2002, surveys were sent to all members of SRLA
(N=194) residing in the United States and Canada as listed on the SRLA
website. Surveys were not sent to members of SRLA residing outside North
America (n=2). The survey was initially sent via electronic mail with
instructions allowing participants to complete the survey online. Additionally,
letters were sent by regular mail (n=71) to those members without e-mail
addresses, or whose e-mail addresses failed to deliver the survey to the
individual respondents.

In order to obtain the most current information, the first survey question
asked whether the respondent had taught a sport law course during the two
academic years immediately preceding the survey. Responses from
participants who had not taught a course within the last two years (n=24) were
then excluded. The remainder of the survey contained 21 questions, divided
into five sections: (a) institutional information, (b) faculty information, (c)
sport law background, (d) research publications and presentations, and (e)
ranking publications for impact. The first three sections replicated the Cotten
(1991) survey. A sixth section, containing four questions for each sport law
course taught by each respective respondent, was also included in the survey
design.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Surveys were completed and returned electronically (n=76) or by regular
mail (n=15) for a 47% return rate. Nine responses were invalid for a variety of
reasons resulting in a total usable response of 82. After excluding those who
had not taught a course in the prior two years (n=24), the total usable
responses numbered 58.

The total number of respondents to each particular question varies because
not all respondents answered each question on the survey. Percentages were
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rounded to the nearest whole number, accounting for variances above or below
100% in some instances.

Institutional Information

Respondents were asked whether they taught at a public or private
institution and the enrollment range for undergraduate students. Thirty eight
respondents (67%) taught in public (government-funded) schools, while 19
(33%) were employed at private institutions. One respondent chose not to
answer this question.

Although over half of the respondents taught at mid-sized institutions
(5,001 to 20,000), the distribution among institutions of all sizes demonstrates
the diversity of colleges and universities with courses involving the legal
aspects of sport. Table 1 shows the undergraduate enrollment range for all
institutions at which respondents were employed.

TABLE 1

Undergraduate Enrollment Range (n=55)

Enrollment Number Percent
<500 0 0%
501 — 1,000 1 2%
1,001 — 2,500 5 9%
2,501 - 5,000 9 16%
5,001 — 10,000 10 18%
10,001 — 20,000 18 33%
20,001 — 30,000 4 7%
> 30,000 8 15%

Respondents were asked to identify the classification of their institution
based on the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education. The
classifications used for this study are self-reported, and are based on the
classifications in effect prior to the changes made in 2000 by the Carnegie
Foundation. The diversity of institutional Carnegie Classifications is shown in
Table 2.
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TABLE 2

Carnegie Classification (n=45)

Classification Number Percent
Research I 8 18%
Research 11 6 13%
Doctoral I 9 20%
Doctoral II 2 4%
Master's Coll. & Univ. I 6 13%
Master's Coll. & Univ. I 4 9%
Baccalaureate College I 4 9%
Baccalaureate College I 4 9%
Law School 2 4%

To determine the academic departments containing a sport law course,
respondents were asked to identify the department in which they taught.
Twenty one (40%) reported teaching in a department of kinesiology (also
referred to as physical education) and 15 (28%) reported teaching in a
department of sport management (also referred to as sport administration).
Additional departments or schools where sport law courses were offered
included parks & recreation (also referred to as tourism) (n=3, 6%), business
(n=2, 4%), law school (n=1, 2%) and other (n=11, 21%). The "other" item
represented departments of sport sciences, sport studies, health, and exercise.

Respondents were also asked to report the academic program areas for
students taking sport law courses. Although only 28% of respondents indicated
teaching in sport management departments, 56% (n=47) reported that their
students have an academic concentration in sport management. Conversely,
while 40% of instructors taught in a department of kinesiology, only 20%
(n=17) of students had a kinesiology concentration. Other program areas were
parks and recreation (n=10, 12%), business (n=7, 8%), and law school (n=3,
4%). The number of responses to this question (n=84) is larger than the
number of respondents completing surveys (n=53) because participants were
asked to indicate all concentration areas that applied to their students.

Faculty Information

The second area of questioning focused on personal attributes, educational
background and employment information of faculty members. The results



224 JOURNAL OF LEGAL ASPECTS OF SPORT [Vol. 16:2

indicated that the majority of the respondents were males, with full-time
academic appointments and a terminal degree.

The gender of faculty teaching sport law courses was 41 male (72%) and
16 (28%) female, with one person not reporting. Of the 58 respondents, 41
(71%) completed a doctoral degree (PhD. or EdD.) while 17 (29%) earned a
law degree (J.D.). Four respondents (7%) held both doctoral and law degrees.

Fifty one faculty members (89%) held full time employment
appointments, three (5%) were visiting or adjunct faculty, two (4%) were part
time, and one (2%) reported "other" as a faculty appointment. Nine
respondents (16%) reported faculty rank as Professor, 18 (32%) as Associate
Professor, 22 (38%) as Assistant Professor, two (4%) as primarily teaching,
and six (11%) as Adjunct or Visiting Professor. Percentages do not equal 100
due to rounding.

The educational background of faculty was analyzed to determine in
which field of study each faculty member held his or her highest degree.
Twenty-two respondents (38%) designated sport management as the field of
study for his or her highest degree, 14 (24%) identified law, 10 (17%) named
kinesiology, four (7%) listed parks and recreation, and eight (14%) designated
other. The "other" category included education, education administration,
exercise physiology and sociology of sport.

Sport Law Background

Based on the relatively recent identification and creation of sport
management as an academic discipline, it is not surprising that some sport law
faculty have a limited educational exposure to sport law courses. Further, the
faculty members arrive with a mixture of backgrounds and an assortment of
professional experiences.

Asked to identify the number of legal aspects of sport courses each
respondent completed during his or her formal education, 12 of 57 (21%)
completed no courses, 20 (35%) completed one, 17 (30%) completed two, five
(9%) completed three, two (4%) completed four, and one (2%) completed five
or more.

The background of faculty teaching legal aspects of sport courses is set
forth in Table 3. The row identified as practitioner includes experience such as
coaching or teaching school, working in the fitness industry, or working for a
sport organization or association. The table also has more than 52 total
responses because respondents were asked to answer all that applied.
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TABLE 3

Years of Practical Experience in Sport Law (n=52)

Background 1-3 4-17 8— 14 15+
Teaching Sport Law (n=52) 16 17 14 5
Law Practice (n=11) 3 2 5 1
College Professor (n=41) 9 10 10 12
Practitioner (n=33) 6 9 11 7

In order to stay current on topics included in the legal aspects of sport,
faculty members reported that they read articles and attended conferences. Out
of 55 respondents, 100% reported reading journals to stay current, 45 (82%)
read law reviews, 36 (65%) attended sport law conferences, and 51 (93%)
attended sport management conferences. When asked how many sport law or
sport management conferences per year they averaged attending during the
last three years, respondents answered as shown in Table 4.

TABLE 4

Number of Conferences Attended Per Year During Last 3 Years (n=54)

Conference type 0 1-2 3-4 S5+
Sport Law (n=54) 8 38 6 2
Sport Management (n=52) 9 34 7 2

When asked what activity was the most important event to attend each
year in order to remain current on the legal aspects of sport, 37 of 47 (76%)
respondents listed the annual SRLA Conference. Other events mentioned more
than once were the Sport Lawyers Association annual conference listed by
three (6%) respondents, and the annual conference of the American Alliance
for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (AAHPERD) named by
two (4%). Seven (15%) respondents listed "other", including one (2%)
response each for the Athletic Business Conference, National Sports Law
Institute of Marquette University Law School's annual conference, Academy
of Legal Studies in Business conference, continuing legal education courses,
individual state sport law conferences, sport business conferences, and
individual research.
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Course Information

In order to determine the subject matter being taught in sport law courses,
questions were submitted with respect to each course taught by the faculty
member. The 57 respondents taught a total of 93 different sport law courses at
either the undergraduate, graduate or law school levels. When asked how
many different courses each faculty member taught annually, 21 (37%)
reported teaching only one course containing legal aspects, 28 (49%) taught
two courses, six (11%) taught three courses, and two (4%) taught four courses.
The information reported included only separate and distinct sport law
courses, and did not include the same course taught each semester or multiple
times during the same semester.

Most of the subject matter covered in the identified courses contained
subjects relating primarily (or exclusively) to the legal aspects of sport. The
courses titles included terms such as "legal aspects," "sport law," "legal issues"
or "risk management," indicating a general coverage of legal topics. However,
some courses included legal aspects as part of other content areas, including
"facility (or stadium) management," "sport finance," "sport marketing," and
"sport management."

Instructors were asked to identify, by student classification, the majority of
students enrolled in each of the 93 classes. In 52 (56%) of the courses the
students were primarily undergraduate students, in 38 (41%) of the courses the
students were primarily graduate students, in one (1%) course the students
were primarily doctoral students, and in two (2%) of the courses the students
were law students. It should be noted that the survey was limited to the extent
that respondents could not indicate when a combination of these students (i.e.,
graduate and undergraduate) were enrolled in the same class.

For each course, instructors were asked to identify each content area
covered and the amount of time (in percentages) allotted to each respective
topic. To determine the subject areas to be listed, the content areas described
in Cotten (1991), Pittman (1991), Young (2001) and the Standards (NASPE,
2000) were combined, resulting in the subjects shown in Table 5. Four areas
emerged as the most consistently covered content areas: (a) negligence, (b)
constitutional law, (c) statutes and (d) risk management. The topic described
as "statutes" included study of federal statutes such as Titles VII and IX, the
Americans with Disabilities Act, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act,
etc. The percentage of time devoted to each identified subject matter in each of
the 93 courses is listed in Table 5.
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TABLE 5

Topics Covered in Each Course (Percentage of Time Allotted)
(n=93 courses)

Content Area 0% 1-9% 10-19% 20-29% >30%
Legal Process 20 59 14 0 0
Negligence 12 11 28 29 13
Intentional Torts 20 43 22 8 0
Constitutional Law 25 24 36 6 2
Statutes 14 34 25 15 5
Governing Organizations 45 37 9 2 0
Product Liability 29 50 13 1 0
Contract Law 22 37 26 8 0
Risk Management 15 26 27 18 7
Professional Sports 47 32 9 3 2
Amateur Sports 36 31 19 5 2
Media 59 29 4 1 0
Intellectual Property 49 40 4 0 0
Legal Research 29 48 12 3 1

The topics covered in each course as reported in Table 5 are very similar
to the content coverage areas found by Cotten (1991). Negligence remains the
content area on which faculty members spend most class time. (While
negligence is a type of tort, this survey follows Cotten’s original format
identifying negligence as a separate content area from other types of torts, e.g.,
intentional torts. In law schools, negligence is not identified separately, but is
taught in tort law courses.) Cotten reported that 43% of respondents spent at
least 20% of class time on negligence, while 45% of respondents in this survey
reported spending at least 20% of class time on negligence. This survey was
consistent with Cotten’s findings that the topics on which faculty spend the
least amount of time were media (63% did not cover), intellectual property
(53%), and professional sports (51%).

The primary differences between Cotten (1991) and this survey are (a) the
reduction in the amount of class time allotted to study of governing
organizations, products liability, and contract law, and (b) the increase in the
amount of class time allotted to risk management principles.

With regard to class time reduction, the respondents who reported
spending no time covering governing organizations increased from 21% in
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Cotten to 48% in this study, and spending no time covering product liability
increased from 19% to 29%. While the number of respondents reporting
spending no time on contract law was slightly increased (18% to 24%), the
number of respondents reporting spending 1% - 9% of class time on contract
law decreased from 61% to 40%. However, it appears that the reduction did
not result from covering the subject less, but from covering contract law in
more detail. Cotten found that 21% used 10-29% of class time on contract law,
while this study found the same coverage to be 37%.

The largest area of difference in course content was in the increased
attention to risk management. Cotten (1991) found that only 5% of courses
allotted 20% or more of the course study to risk management, while this study
found that 27% of respondents allotted at least 20% of the course study
material to risk management.

Young (2001) used a different method than Cotten (1991) and this study.
Young did not survey faculty members directly, but based her findings on an
analysis of course syllabi taken from courses concentrating on the legal
aspects of sport. As stated above, the current study did not differentiate
graduate and undergraduate courses, while Young's analysis divided course
content for both graduate and undergraduate course materials. Young also did
not measure the percentage of time spent on each topic in the courses she
analyzed, but whether or not the topic was covered at all.

Young's (2001) findings for undergraduate courses consistently reveal less
coverage of specific course content in every area. In this study, 83% of
respondents reported covering tort law (negligence, recklessness and
intentional torts), while only 77% listed tort law in the syllabi analyzed by
Young. Likewise, this study reports more coverage of administrative/statutory
law (85% - 70%), constitutional law (73% - 68%), legal system (68% - 64%),
contract law (76% - 59%), risk management (84% - 52%), and products
liability (69% - 32%).

Young's (2001) findings for graduate courses reveal much the same
pattern, showing less coverage in course syllabi than what is reported in this
study on contract law (76% - 73%), Constitutional law (73% - 65%), tort law
(83% - 63%), legal system (68% - 58%), risk management (84% - 58%),
administrative/statutory law (85% - 48%), legal research (69% - 43%), and
products liability (69% - 30%).

Textbooks Used in Classes

Instructors were asked to identify textbooks or other support materials
used by, or provided to, students in each class. The courses were divided into
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three categories based upon the primary classification of students enrolled:
undergraduate, graduate and law.

Only two of the classes were taught in law school, with one faculty
member supplying personally developed materials, and the other using Hylton
& Anderson, Sports Law and Regulation (1999).

For the remaining 91 undergraduate and graduate courses, the
overwhelming textbook choice of the instructors was Cotten, Wolohan &
Wilde, Law for Recreation and Sport Managers, 2nd ed., (or its predecessor,
Cotten & Wilde, Sport Law for Sport Managers), which was used in 41 (45%)
of the courses. All other texts were listed four or fewer times. The frequency
of textbook use is illustrated in Table 6. The row labeled as "supplied by
professor" represents courses in which the instructor prepared a packet
containing the course materials. The row identified as "various" denotes that
texts were listed only once each. Two of the courses required the use of two
different textbooks, and one response was unusable, resulting in 92 total
responses for textbooks used in undergraduate and graduate sport law courses.
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TABLE 6
Textbooks Used in Courses (n=94)

Undergraduate Graduate Total
(n=51) (n=41) (n=92)

Author / Text Number Percent Number Percent Number Percer
Cotten, et. al., Law 20 39% 21 51% 41 45%
for Recreation and
Sport Managers (2nd
ed.)?
Appenzeller, Risk 3 6% 1 2% 4 4%
Management in Sport
Carpenter, Legal 3 6% 1 2% 4 4%
Concepts in Sport: A
Primer
Dougherty, et. al, 2 4% 2 5% - 4%
Sport, Physical
Activity, and the Law
(2nd ed.)
Hronek, et. al., Legal 2 4% 2 5% 4 4%
Liability in
Recreation and
Sports (2nd ed.)
Wong, Essentials of 2 4% 1 2% 3 3%
Amateur Sports Law
Yasser, Sports Law 2 4% 1 2% 3 3%
Cases and Materials
(4th ed.)
Fried, Safe at First 1 2% | 2% 2 2%
Supplied by Professor 2 4% 0 0% 2 2%
Various 11 22% 8 20% 19 21%
No text listed 3 6% 3 7% 6 7%

* Includes the 1st edition of this text, Sport Law for Sport Managers.
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These findings are consistent with Young (2001), who reported that the
Cotten and Wilde book was the most widely used course text in both graduate
and undergraduate courses.

Research Publications

Due to the recent appearance of sport management as an academic
discipline, there is little historic information on the research and publication
endeavors of faculty. The first survey section asked each respondent to report
his/her average annual number of publications during the preceding three
years. The second solicited the respondents' opinions of the prestige of several
journals that publish articles on the legal aspects of sport.

Each respondent reported the average number of articles he or she
published in four different categories during each of the last three academic
years. For example, thirty-seven (70%) of 53 respondents published an
average of at least one journal article each year, 9 (24%) of 37 respondents
published an average of at least one law review article, 17 (39%) of 44
respondents published an average of at least one short article (such as a
comment, case review or book review), and 29 (60%) of 48 published an
average of at least one article for practitioners (articles appearing in a
magazine, newsletter, etc.) Only 13 respondents averaged two or more journal
articles per year, while no respondent averaged more than one law review
article during the preceding three years. The results are shown in Table 7.

TABLE 7

Average Number of Publications During the Last 3 Years (n=53)

Publication Type 0 1 2 3 4 5+
Journal Articles (n=53) 16 24 8 2 2 1
Law Reviews (n=37) 28 9 0 0 0 0
Comments / Case reviews (n=44) 27 8 5 2 1 1
Article for Practitioners (n=48) 19 17 6 1 0 5

Ranking Publications for Impact

Since no journals dedicated primarily or exclusively to the legal aspects of
sport are currently listed in the Citation Index of the Institute of Scientific
Information, there has been no convenient, accurate, or readily accessible
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method to determine the most prestigious journals currently publishing sport
law articles.!

Since there is no formula to determine the "best" journals in sport law, the
authors asked the respondents to rate publications to determine the
respondents' opinion of the "most prestigious journals in the field of sport
law." While this method is open to criticism, it does represent the collective
opinion of those involved in teaching and research of the legal aspects of
sport. Respondents were asked to list publications based on the following
criteria:

Many institutions use journal impact factors when making decisions
on tenure and promotion. However, the field of sport law has no
journals listed in the Social Science Citation Index. Please rank each
of the listed journals (or others you list) according to which you
consider the most prestigious journal in the field of sport law in each
of the indicated categories.

Your ranking of the most prestigious journal should be assigned
number 1, with others in descending order. (For example, the most
prestigious journal is 1, the next most important is 2, the next is 3,
etc.) You may list as many as you like, but please limit your response
to those with which you are personally familiar. The journals are listed
in alphabetic order.

The publications were divided into two categories: peer reviewed journals
and law reviews. Peer reviewed journals publish scholarly manuscripts that are
submitted to experts in the field who evaluate the quality of the article, analyze
them for scholarly or scientific credibility, make suggestions to improve the
manuscript, and recommend to a journal editor whether to publish or reject the
article (WordiQ, 2004). According to Black's Law Dictionary (2004), law
reviews are "journal(s) containing scholarly articles, essays, and other
commentary on legal topics by professors, judges, law students, and
practitioners." Typically, law reviews are published by law schools and are
edited by law students under the direction of law faculty members.

Respondents were provided with the names of the 8 journals listed in
Table 8, and the 10 law reviews listed in Table 9. The publications were listed
in alphabetical order, and respondents were provided space to rank other
journals or law reviews in addition to those listed in the survey. Respondents
were allowed to rank as many as desired, but were instructed to limit

1. Journals included on the Social Science Citation Index (Thomson Scientific, n.d.) may be
found on the Internet at http://scientific.thomson.com/mjl/.
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responses to those with which they were personally familiar. The only unlisted
journal mentioned more than once was Strategies, which was listed once as a
peer-reviewed journal and once as a law review.> For the purpose of this
question and due to the limited response, Strategies was not ranked.

As stated above, each Respondent was instructed to assign a rating of "1"
to the publication that he/she perceived to be the most prestigious in each
category, a rating of "2" to the next most prestigious, etc. In order to avoid
using tables to describe responses for each individual publication and to
calculate an average for each publication, the responses were ranked on a 10
point scale, with a publication allocated a value of 10 points for each "1"
rating, a value of 9 points for each "2" rating, etc., continuing to 1 point for
each "10" rating. All ratings above 10 (n=6) were assigned a zero point value.

To determine the total score for each respective publication, the total
number of "1" ratings for each publication was multiplied by 10, the total
number of "2" ratings was multiplied by 9, etc. Those totals were then divided
by the number of respondents ranking that respective publication to determine
the average rating given to a particular publication by the respondents. Table 8
illustrates the results for academic journals, while Table 9 contains the results
for law reviews. It should be noted that the Sport Lawyers Journal is limited to
articles authored exclusively by American and Canadian law students.

TABLE 8

Ranking of Sport Law Journals (n=53)

Publication Total Responses Avg.
Journal of Legal Aspects of Sport 476 52 9.15
Journal of Sport Management 359 43 8.35
Education Law Reporter 212 26 8.15
International Journal of Sport Management 203 28 7.25
Journal of Physical Education, Recreation & 273 38 7.18
Dance

Journal of Park and Recreation Administration 123 20 6.15
Journal of Teaching in Physical Education 75 13 5.77
The Physical Educator 74 15 4.93

2. Strategies is a peer-reviewed journal.
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TABLE 9

Ranking of Sport Related Law Reviews (n=53)

Publication Total Responses  Avg.
Marquette Sports Law Review bt 49 9.06
Seton Hall Journal of Sport Law 334 41 8.15
The Sports Lawyers Journal 225 30 7.50
Villanova Sports & Entertainment Law Journal 155 22 7.04
UCLA Entertainment Law Review 55 8 6.88
Virginia Journal of Sports and the Law 141 21 6.71
Texas Review of Entertainment & Sports Law 59 9 6.56
Florida Entertainment, Art & Sport Law Journal 76 12 633
U. of Miami Entertainment & Sports Law Journal 93 15 6.20
Cardozo Arts & Entertainment Law Journal 67 11 6.09
Loyola of Los Angeles Entertainment Law Review 48 8 6.00

While only 3 (27%) of the 11 law reviews were ranked by at least half of
the respondents, 5 (62%) of the 8 journals were ranked by approximately half
of the respondents. Although this study concerns courses involving the legal
aspects of sport, this indicates that the respondents are generally more familiar
with journals than law reviews. This finding is not surprising since only 29%
of Respondents have law degrees.

Recommendations for Future Study

It has been more than 14 years since Cotten published his seminal article
on the status of sport law courses. During the interim, Cotten's follow-up
study, Pittman's dissertation and Young's findings have added to this body of
knowledge. Future articles should analyze the results of this prior research
and seek to determine the changes in content, if any, during the intervening
years. It would be beneficial to determine the sub-topics covered under each
content area, in order to determine the specific study topics included in each
content area. In order for a neutral source to determine the relative prestige
and research impact of the journals and law reviews which focus on sport law,
the editors of the various publications should consider seeking recognition in
the Social Sciences Citation Index. Finally, any further study of the sport law
curriculum should probably be delayed until after the new content standards
are determined by NASPE/NASSM in the near future.
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Another area fertile for future study is the manner in which sport law
courses are taught. There are many different ways to present classroom
material. Questions for additional study could answer the following (or
similar) questions: Are students required to read, brief and recite on legal cases
in the traditional legal study method, or is the material delivered in lecture
format? What type reading and outside class assignments are required? Are
students encouraged to search legal web sites or legal research material in law
libraries? Are undergraduate and graduate classes taught in the same manner?
Are course exams primarily multiple choice/true-false, or primarily essay? Is
independent study required in the form of a term paper or oral presentation?
Are guest speakers utilized? Are students required to attend the trial of a case
at the local courthouse? Are students required to debate a topic or case, or
"try" a case? What audio visual aids are employed?

Due to the proliferation of sport law books during the last few years, a
study of the subjects contained in the various self-described sport law books
would be beneficial. This study could answer the following (or similar)
questions: Do the books cover the same content areas, in roughly the same
percentages, as listed in Table 5? Do professors limit teaching to the subjects
contained in the books, or add other materials to the course content? Do the
books include the same content areas, or do different authors highlight varied
content areas? Are those books rehashing conventional subjects, or adding
new topics reflecting the changes in sport law?

SUMMARY

According to Parkhouse and Pitts (2005), more than 200 sport
management programs exist in colleges and universities in the United States.
In order to comply with the NASPE/ NASSM standards, these programs are
required to offer a course encompassing the legal aspects of sport. This is
entirely appropriate since law permeates sport in the same manner it does
every other segment of American society.

As sport management develops and grows as an academic discipline, new
courses will be introduced and new faculty will be called upon to design
courses in sport law. Building on the earlier work of Baker (1970), Pittman
(1991), Cotten (1990 & 1991) and Young (2001), this study was designed and
reported to provide valuable information to instructors teaching courses
involving the legal aspects of sport. This information was collected to assist in
identifying the subjects to be included in similar courses. Further, the study
identifies the attributes of instructors teaching sport law courses, as well as the
research and publishing records of faculty teaching courses involving the legal
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aspects of sport. This study also provides guidance to faculty members
creating or modifying the course content of sport law courses, and allows
SRLA members to evaluate their academic activities compared to their
colleagues. Finally, this study demonstrates that course content in sport law
courses has not changed substantially since the initial study was reported by
Cotten (1991).
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